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Enabling Act Sec. 1 


CHAPTER 665 OF THE ACTS OF 1956 


(as amendec through May 15, 1981) 


AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BOSTON TO LIMIT BUILD- 
_INGS ACCORDING TO THEIR USE OR CONSTRUCTION TO 
SPECIFIED DISTRICTS. 


SECTION 4 (as amended by St. 1958, c. 77, s. 1). There shall be 

in the city planning department of the city of Boston, or in such 

other department of said city as the city council of said city with 

the approval of the mayor of said city shall from time to time 
determine, a board, known as the zoning commission, consisting 

of eleven zoning commissioners appointed by the mayor, subject 

to confirmation by the city council, as follows:-one commissioner 
from two candidates nominated by the Associated Industries of 
Massachusetts, one commissioner from two candidates nominated 
by the Boston Central Labor Union, one commissioner from two 
Candidates nominated by the Boston Real Estate Board, one com- 
missioner from two candidates nominated one by the Boston Society 
of Architects and one by the Boston Society of Landscape Architects, 
one commissioner from two candidates nominated by the Boston 
Society of Civil Engineers, one commissioner from two candidates 
nominated by the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce, one 
commissioner from two candidates nominated by the Massachusetts 
Motor Truck Association, inc., one commissioner from two 
Candidates nominated by the Master Builders Association of Boston, 
and three commissioners selected at large by the Mayor, of whom 
one shall own alone or with one or more other persons, and shall 


Enabling Act Sec. 7 


occupy in whole or in part as his place of residence, a dwelling 
house having not more than three dwelling units. All zoning 
commissioners shall be residents of Boston; provided that any 
person who on the acceptance of this act is amember of the board 
of zoning adjustment of said city may be a zoning commissioner 
irrespective of his place of residence. 

The zoning commissioners initially appointed upon nomina- 
tion under this section shall serve, in the case of the commissioners 
appointed upon nomination of the Associated Industries of 
Massachusetts, the Boston Central Labor Union, and the Boston 
Real Estate Board, for a term expiring three years, in the case of 
the commissioners appointed upon nomination of The Boston Society 
of Architects or the Boston Society of Landscape Architects, the 
Boston Society of Civil Engineers, and the Greater Boston Chamber 
of Commerce, for a term expiring two years, and in the case of the 
commissioners appointed upon nomination of the Massachusetts 
Motor Truck Association, inc., and the Master Builders Association 
of Boston, for a term expiring one year, from May first, nineteen 
hundred and fifty-eight. The other zoning commissioners initially 
appointed under this section shall serve, according to the provisions 
of their respective appointments, for terms expiring, in the case of 
one commissioner, three years, in the case of another commissioner, 
two years, an in the case of the other commissioner, one year, 
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from said May first. As the term of any zoning commissioner 

initially appointed, or of any subsequent zoning commissioner, ex- 
pires, his successor shall be appointed in like manner as such com- 
missioner for a term of three years. Any vacancy in the office of a 
zoning commissioner shall be filled in the same manner for the unex- 
pired term. 

The zoning commission shall elect one of its members as 
chairman and another as vice chairman. The zoning commission 
shail also elect a secretary, who need not be a member of the 
commission. The members of the zoning commission shall serve with- 
Out compensation, but shall be reimbursed for their travelling and 
other necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 

The zoning commission shall cause to be made a detailed record 
of all its proceedings, which record shall include the vote of each 
member participating in its decisions, and the absence of a member 
or his failure to vote. 

The zoning commission shall not be subject to the supervision 
or control of the officer or board in charge of such department of the 
city as the commission shail from time to time be in; but unless other- 
wise ordered by the mayor, the zoning commission shall not make 
any annual or other report except through such officer or board, and 
shall not communicate with the mayor except through such officer or 
the chairman of such board. 
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SECTION 2. For the purpose of promoting the health, safety, 
convenience, morals or welfare of its inhabitants, the city of Boston 
may, by a zoning regulation adopted by its zoning commission, 
regulate and restrict the height, number of stories, and size of 
buildings and structures, the size anc width of lots, the percentage 
of lot that may be occupied, the size of yards, courts and other 
open spaces, the density of population, and the location and use 
of buildings, structures and land for trade, industry, agriculture, 
residence or other purposes; * provided, that use of land fora 
municipal purpose shail not be permitted in any district in which 
dwellings are permitted except that where, at the time of the 
adoption of a zoning regulation or amendment permitting dwellings 
in a district, a particular parcel of land in such district is used for 

a particular municipal purpose, use of such land for such purpose 
may be allowed to continue, and except, further, that use ofa 
particular parcel of land for a municipal purpose in a district where 
dwellings are permitted may be allowed by special order of the 
zoning commission adopted after like report, notice and hearing, 
and in like manner and with like approval as a zoning regulation 

or amendment if notice of the hearing thereon is also sent by‘mail, 
postage prepaid, to the owners of ali abutting property and aiso to 
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the owners of such other property as may be deemed by the zoning 
commission to be especially affected by such order, as they appear 
on the then most recent local tax list. 

("Proviso annulled in part by St. 1966, c. 642, s. 4, par. (E).) 

For any or all of such purposes a zoning regulation may 
divide the city into districts of such number, shape and area as may 
be deemed best suited to carry out the purposes of this act, and 
within such districts it may regulate and restrict the erection, con- 
Struction, reconstruction, alteration or use of buildings and structures, 
or use Of land, and may prohibit noxious trades within the city or 
any specified part thereof. The regulations and restrictions shall 
be uniform for each class or kind of buildings, structures or land, 
and for each class or kind of use, throughout the district, but the 
regulations and restrictions in one district may differ from those in 
other districts. Due regard shall be paid to the characteristics of 
the different parts of the city; and the reguiations and restrictions 
Shall be the same for zones, districts or streets having substantially 
the same character. 

A zoning regulation shali be designed among other purposes 
to iessen congestion in the streets; to conserve health; to secure 
Safety from fire, panic and other dangers; to provide adequate light 
and air, to prevent overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentra- 
tion of population, to facilitate the adequate provision of transporta- 
tion, water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements; to 
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conserve the value of land and buildings, to encourage the most 
appropriate use of land throughout the city; and to preserve and 
increase its amenities. 


SECTION 3 (as amended by St. 1958, c. 77, s. 2, and St. 1966, 

c. 193, s. 1). A zoning regulation may be adopted and from time 

to time be amended by alteration, addition or repeal, but only in 

the manner hereinafter provided. No zoning regulation originally 
establishing the boundaries of a district or the regulations and 
restrictions to be enforced therein, and no such regulation amending 
the same as aforesaid, shall be adopted until the Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority shall have submitted a report with recommendations 
concerning such regulation or amendment or allowed twenty days 
to elapse after receipt from the zoning commission of a request for 
such a report without making such report, nor until after the zoning 
commission shail have given notice and held pubiic hearing with 
respect to such regulation or amendment. Such notice shail be 
published at least ten days prior to such hearing in one or more 
newspapers of general circulation in the city of Boston, and shall 

(a) refer to this act; (b) give the time and place of the public hearing; 
and (c) either state the express terms of the proposed regulation or 
amendmeni, or state the general subject thereof and the times when 
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and the place where a capy of the express terms thereof may be 
obtained. Such notice shall also be sent by mail, postage prepaid, 
to any person filing written request for notice of hearings, such 
request to be renewed yearly in December. Such public hearing 
shall be attended by not less than six of the members of the zoning 
commission; and if less than six members are present at any public 
hearing, the members actually present may adjourn the same by 
proclamation to such time and place as they deem advisable, and 
further notice thereof shall not be necessary. After such notice 
and hearing the zoning commission, by the concurrent vote of not 
less than seven of its members, may adopt or reject the proposed 
regulation or amendment, or may adopt a regulation or amendment 
in substantial accord with the proposed regulation or amendment. 
Votes of the zoning commission adopting a zoning regulation or 
amendment thereof shall be subject to the same provisions of law 
in respect to approval by the mayor as orders or votes of the city 
council of the city, except that the concurrent vote of not less 
then nine members of the zoning commission shall be necessary to 
pass such a regulation or amendment over the veto of the mayor. 
Any owner of property may petition the zoning commission 
to adopt an amendment of a zoning regulation which wouid affect 
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his property, but shail not be entitied to have his proposed arnend- 
ment considered by the commission unless he pays the city such sum, 
if any, as may from time to time be established by the zoning 
regulation as the estimated average cost to the city of a hgaring on 

a proposed amendment of the zoning regulation. 


SECTION 4. A zoning regulation or any amendment thereof shail 
apply to any change in the use of a building or structure or of land, 
and to any alteration of a building or structure when the same would 
amount to reconstruction, extension or structural change, and to any 
alteration of a building or structure to provide for its use for a 
purpose or in a manner substantially different from the use to which 
it was put before alteration, or for its use for the same purpose to 

a substantially greater extent; but no zoning regulation nor any 
amendment thereof shall apply to existing buildings or structures, 
nor to the existing use of any building or structure, or of land to the 
extent to which it is used at the time of the adoption of such 
regulation or amendment, except that any such regulation or amend- 
ment may regulate non-use of a nonconforming use so as not to 
unduly prolong the life thereof. 


SECTION 5. No zoning regulation or amendment thereof shail 
affect any permit issued or any building or structure lawfully begun 
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before notice of hearing before the zoning commission has first been 
given; provided, that construction work under such a permit is 
commenced within six months after its issue, and the work, whether 
under such permit or otherwise lawfully begun, proceeds in good 
faith continuously to completion so far as is reasonably practicable 
under the circumstances. The issuance of a permit or the beginning 
of work upon a building or structure, or a change of use, after such 
notice has been given, shall not justify the violation of a zoning 
regulation or an amendment thereof subsequently adopted as the out- 
come of such hearing and in substantial accord with such notice; 
provided, the subsequent steps required for the adoption of such 
regulation or amendment thereof are taken in their usual sequence 
without unnecessary or unreasonable delay. 


SECTION 6. A building, structure or land used or to be used by a 

public service corporation may be exempted from the operation of 

a zoning regulation or amendment if, upon petition of the corporation, 

the state department of public utilities shall, after public notice and 

hearing, decide that the present or proposed situation of the building, 
structure or land in question is reasonably necessary for the convenience or 
welfare of the public. 
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SECTION 7. The building commissioner of the city shall withhold 

a permit for the construction or alteration of any building or structure 
if the building or structure as constructed or altered would be in 
violation of any zoning regulation or amendment thereof; and state 
and municipal officers shall refuse any permit or license for a new 
use of a building, structure or land which use would be in violation of 
any zoning regulation or amendment thereof. 


SECTION 8 (as amended by St. 1966, c. 193, s. 2; St. 1972, c. 802, 

s. 66; and St. 1973, c. 296, s. 4). There is hereby established in the 

city of Boston a board to be called the board of appeal, and to consist of 
five members appointed by the mayor in the following manner: the 

first member from two candidates, one to be nominated by the Boston Real 
Estate Board and one by the Massachusetts Real Estate Board; the second 
member from two candidates, one to be nominated by the Boston Society 
of Architects and one by the Boston Society of Civil Engineers; the third 
member from three candidates, one to be nominated by the Master Builders 
Association, one by the Building Trades Employers’ Association and one 
by the Building Contractors Association of Massachusetts, Inc.; the 
fourth member from two candidates to be nominated by the Building Trades 
Council of Boston and Vicinity; and the fifth member to be selected 

by the mayor. Appointments of said board shall be for terms of five 
years. Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term in the same 
manner in which original appointments are required to be made. 

Each member of the board of appeal shall receive for every day 

or part thereof of actual services twenty dollars or such other 

sum as may from time to time be fixed by the city 

council with the approval of the mayor; but no member shall so 
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receive in any one year more than fifteen hundred dollars or such other sum 
as may from time to time be fixed by the city council with the approval of the 
mayor. No member shall act in a case in which he has a personal interest, 
and when a member is so disqualified, or absent, the remaining members 
shall designate a substitute. Members of said board shall be residents of or 
engaged in business in the city of Boston. The board shall establish rules 
and regulations for its own procedure not inconsistent with this code. 

Any board or officer of the city or any person aggrieved by 
reason of being refused a permit by any administrative official under 
the provisions of the state building code or by reason of any order or 
decision of the building commissioner or other administrative official 
in violation of any provision of the state building code or any zoning 
regulation or amendment thereof adopted under the state building code 
may appeal to said board of appeal within forty-five days after such 
refusal, order or decision by paying to the building commissioner a fee 
of twenty-five dollars* or such other sum as the city council with the 
approval of the mayor may from time to time prescribe, and by filing 
with the board or officer from whose refusal, order or decision the appeal is 
taken a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. Such 
board or officer shall forthwith transmit to said board of appeal such notice of 
appeal and all documents and papers constituting the record of 
the case in which the appeal is taken. (Effective Jan. 1, 1975) 

Said board of appeal shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing 
of any appeal and give public notice thereof in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the city, and also send notice by mail, postage prepaid, 
to the appellant and to the owners of all property deemed by said board 


*See Appendix #1 of the Zoning Code for fees charged by the 
Building Commissioner for appeals to the Board of Appeal. 
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of appeal to be affected thereby, as they appear on the then most re- 
cent local tax list and to any person filing written request for notice of 
hearings, such request to be renewed yearly in December, and to the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority. At the hearing any party whether entitled to 
notice thereof or not may appear in person or by agent or attorney. No such 
hearing shall be held on any day on which a state or 
municipal election, preliminary election or primary is held in said city. 

In acting upon such appeal, said board of appeal may, in 
conformity with the provisions of this act, reverse or affirm in whole 
or in part, or may modify, any order or decision, and may make such order 
or decision as ought to be made, and to that end shall have all the powers of 
the board or officer from whom the appeal is taken and may direct the issue 
of a permit. The concurring vote of four-fifths of all the members of said 
board of appeal shall be necessary to reverse any order or decision of any 
administrative official under this act, or to decide in favor of the applicant on 
any matter upon which it is required to pass under any zoning regulation or 
amendment thereof, or to effect any variance in, or exception to, the applica- 
tion of any such regulation or amendment. 

Said board of appeal shall cause to be made a detailed record 
of all its proceedings, which record shall set forth the reasons for its deci- 
sions, the vote of each member participating therein, and the absence of a 
member or his failure to vote. Such record, immediately following the board’s 
final decision, shall be filed in the office of the building commissioner of the 
city and shall be open to public inspection, and notice of such decision shall 
be mailed forthwith to each party in interest as aforesaid, to the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority, and to every person present at the hearing who re- 
quests that notice be sent to him and states the address to which such 
notice is to be sent. 


SECTION 9. Upon an appeal from the refusal of the building commis- 


sioner or other administrative official to issue a permit under this act or 
under a zoning regulation as adopted and amended under this act, said board 
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of appeal may authorize with respect to a particular parcel of land or to 
an existing building thereon a variance from the terms of such zoning 
regulation where, owing to conditions especially affecting such parcel 

or such building, but not affecting generally the zoning district in which 
it is located, a literal enforcement of the provisions of such zoning 
regulation would involve substantial hardship to the appellant, and where 
desirable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the 
public good and without nullifying or substantially derogating from the 
intent and purpose of such zoning regulation, but not otherwise. In 
authorizing such variance, said board may impose limitations both of 
time and of user, and a continuation of the use permitted may be condi- 
tioned upon compliance with regulations to be made and amended from 
time to time thereafter. 


SECTION: 10. A zoning regulation or amendment thereof may provide 
that exceptions may be allowed to the regulations and restrictions 
contained therein, which shall be applicable to all of the districts of 
a particular class and of a character set forth in such zoning regula- 
tion or amendment. Such exceptions shall be in harmony with the 
general purpose and intent of the zoning regulation or amendment, and 
may be subject to general or specific limitations therein contained. If 
exceptions are so provided for, said board of appeal may, subject to 
appropriate conditions and safeguards, allow such an exception upon an 
appeal from the refusal of the building commissioner or other 
administrative official to issue a permit under this act or under a 
zoning regulation or amendment thereof adopted under this act. 
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SECTION 11 (as amended by St. 1974, c. 669, s. 1). Any person aggrieved 
by a decision of said board of appeal, whether or not previously a party to 
the proceeding, or any municipal board or officer, may appeal to the superior 
court sitting in equity for the county of Suffolk or, in the event that said deci- 
sion is concerned with any building or place used, or intended or permitted 
for use, as a place of human habitation, to the housing court of the city of 
Boston; provided, that such appeal is filed in either of said courts within 
fifteen days after such decision is recorded. Every person so appealing shall 
file a bond with sufficient surety, to be approved by the court, for such a sum 
as shall be fixed by the court, to indemnify and save harmless the person or 
persons in whose favor the decision was rendered from all damages and 
costs which he or they may sustain in case the decision of said board is af- 
firmed. Upon an appeal under this section, the court shall hear all pertinent 
evidence and determine the facts, and upon the facts as so determined, an- 
nul such decision if found to exceed the authority of such board, or make 
such other decree as justice and equity may require. The foregoing remedy 
shall be exclusive; but the parties shall have all rights of appeal and 
exception as in other equity cases. 

Costs shall not be allowed against said board of appeals unless it shall 
appear to the court that the board in making the decision appealed from 
acted with gross negligence, in bad faith or with malice; and costs shall not 
be allowed against the party appealing from the decision of the board unless 
it shall appear to the court that said party acted in bad faith or with malice in 
appealing to the court. 
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All issues in any proceeding under this section shall have 
precedence over all other civil actions and proceedings. 


SECTION 12 (as amended by St. 1974, c. 669, s. 2). The superior court 

or, in the event that the premises involved are used or intended or permitted 
for use as a place of human habitation, the housing court of the city of 
Boston sitting as aforesaid shall have jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of 
this act, and any zoning regulation or amendment thereof adopted under this 
act, and may restrain by injunction violation thereof. 


SECTION 13. Chapter four hundred and eighty-eight of the acts 
of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, as amended, is hereby 
repealed. 


SECTION 14 (as amended by St. 1957, c. 408, and St. 1964, c. 
244). Sections one to twelve, inclusive, of this act shall take 

effect upon the acceptance of this act prior to June first, nineteen 
hundred and fifty-eight, by vote of the city council of the city of 
Boston, subject to the provisions of its charter, but not otherwise. 
Section thirteen of this act shall take effect at the same time as the 
zoning regulation originally dividing the city of Boston into districts 
under this act and establishing the regulations and restrictions to be 
enforced in said districts takes effect, provided, that the zoning 
regulation originally dividing the city of Boston into districts under 
this act and establishing the regulations and restrictions to be enforced 
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in said district shall, after its adoption, be reported by the zoning 
commission to the general court by filing the same with the clerk of 
the senate and shall not take effect until December thirty-first, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-four 


(Note: Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956 was accepted by order passed 
by the City Council on May 19, 1958, and approved by the Mayor on 
May 22, 1958. The Boston Zoning Code was finally adopted by the 
Zoning Commission of the City of Boston on March 29, 1963 and 
became effective on December 31, 1964.) 
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ZONING REGULATION 
ARTICLE 1 


TITLE, PURPOSE AND SCOPE 


SECTION 1-1. Title. This regulation shall be known and may 
be cited as the ‘“‘Boston Zoning Code’”’. 


SECTION 1-2. Purpose. The purposes of this code are hereby 
declared to be: to promote the health, safety, convenience, 
morals and welfare of the inhabitants of the City; to encour- 
age the most appropriate use of land throughout the City; to 
prevent overcrowding of land; to conserve the value of land 
and buildings; to lessen congestion in the streets; to avoid 
undue concentration of population; to provide adequate light 
and air; to secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; 
to facilitate adequate provision for transportation, water, 
sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements; and 
to preserve and increase the amenities of the City. 


SECTION 1-3. Scope. In their interpretation and application, 
the provisions of this code shall not be construed to repeal, 
abrogate, annul or in any way impair or interfere with the 
provisions of other regulations, laws or ordinances except 
Chapter 488 of the Acts of 1924, as amended, which is repealed 
on the effective date of this code, or with provisions of pri- 
vate restrictions placed upon property by covenant, deed or 
other private agreement, or with provisions of restrictive 
covenants running with the land to which the City is a party. 
Where this code imposes a greater restriction than is imposed 
or required by any of the aforesaid provisions, the provisions 
of this code shall prevail. 


1-1; 1-25 4-3 


2-1, (1)-(383) 


ARTICLE 2 


DEFINITIONS 


SECTION 2-1. Meaning of Certain Words and Phrases. As used in this 
code, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings given in the 
following clauses, unless a contrary intention clearly appears: 


(1) “Accessory building’, a structure devoted exclusively to a use acces- 
sory to a main use of the lot. 

(2) ‘“Accessory use’, a use customarily incident to, and on the same lot 
as, amain use. 

(2A) “Amusement game machine”’, a machine, apparatus, device, or 
mechanism, by which entertainment requiring or involving participation 
therein or the use of skill therein by a player or patron is furnished for profit, 
including, but not exclusively, video games and pinball machines, and ex- 
cluding pool tables, sippio tables, billiard tables, and bowling alleys. An 
amusement game machine may be, but need not be, controlled by a coin, 
token, or slug. 

($As inserted on June 2, 1983) 

(3) “Apartment hotel’, a building primarily for persons 
who have their residence therein, containing four or more 
apartments which do not have kitchens. 

$(3A) “Bank, drive-in”, a bank which provides, as all 
or part of its services, one or more teller’s windows for the 
use of persons while seated in motor vehicles. 

(As inserted on November 30, 1973, and amended on 

April 11, 1979) 

(3B) “Bay window”, a fenestrated projection from the face 
of a building entirely contained within the following dimensions: 
(a) depth not to exceed five feet, (b) width not to exceed 
eighteen feet or seventy percent of the width of the building, 
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whichever is the lesser, and (c) each side to form an angle with 
the face of the building of not less than one hundred thirty-five 
degrees. (Illustrated in Appendix 2.) 


(f{As amended February 17, 1971 and November 30, 1973) 


(4) “‘Block’’, the lot or lots fronting on the same side of the 
same street between two streets intersecting such street on such 
side with no other such intersecting street intervening. 

(5) “Board of Appeal’, the Board of Appeal in the Building 
Department of the City. 

$(6) “Boarding house’’, any dwelling (other than a hotel, 
motel, apartment hotel, dormitory, fraternity or sorority house) 
in which board is provided to five or more persons who are not 
within the second degree of kinship. 


({As amended February 3, 1966) 


(7) ‘Building’, a structure forming a shelter for persons, 
animals or property and having a roof, exclusive, however, of 
such frameworks and tents as are customarily used exclusively for 
outdoor carnivals, lawn parties, or like activities. Where the 
context allows, the word “‘building’’ shall be construed as though 
followed by the words ‘“‘or part thereof’. 

(8) “Building Commissioner’’, the Building Commissioner of the 
City. 


2-1, (9)-(16) 


(9) ‘‘City’’, the City of Boston. 
(10) ‘‘Clinic’’, a place for the medical or similar examination 
and treatment of persons as outpatients. 

(11) ‘Commission’, the Zoning Commission of the City. 
+(11A) ‘‘Dormitory’’, any dwelling (other than a fraternity or 
sorority house) occupied primarily as a place of temporary abode 

by persons attending educational institutions. 


(¢As inserted on February 3, 1966) 


(12) “Dwelling”, a building or structure used in whole or in 
part for human habitation. 

(13) ‘Dwelling, detached’’, a dwelling which is designed to be 
and is substantially separate from any other structure or structures 
except accessory buildings. 

(14) ‘‘Dwelling, multi-family’, a building containing three or 
more dwelling units, but not including a motel. 

(15) “Dwelling, semi-detached’’, a dwelling having a party wall 
in common with another dwelling but which otherwise is designed to 
be and is substantially separate from any other structure or structures 
except accessory buildings. 

(16) ‘Dwelling unit’’, a room or group of rooms forming a habitable 
unit for one family with facilities used or intended to be used for 
living, sleeping, cooking and eating. 


2-1, (17)-(21) 


(17) “‘Erect’’, to construct or reconstruct or excavate, fill, 
drain, or conduct physical operations of any kind in preparation 
for or in pursuance of construction or reconstruction, or to move 
a building or structure-upon a lot. 

(18) ‘“‘Extend’’, to increase in area or volume. 

(19) ‘“‘Family’’, one or more persons occupying a dwelling unit 
and living as a single, non-profit housekeeping unit, provided 
that a group of five or more persons who are not within the 
second degree of kinship shall not be deemed to constitute a 
family. 

(20) ‘‘Floor area ratio’, the ratio of gross floor area of a 
structure to the total area of the lot. 

+(21) “‘Floor area, gross’’, the sum of areas of the several 
floors of the structure, as measured by the exterior faces of the 
walls, including fully enclosed porches and the like as measured 
by the exterior limits thereof, but excluding (a) garage space which 
is in the basement of a building or, in the case of garage space 
accessory to a dwelling, is at grade, (b) basement and cellar areas 
devoted exclusively to uses accessory to the operation of the structure, 
and (c) areas elsewhere in the structure devoted to housing mechani- 
cal equipment customarily located in the basement or cellar such 
as heating and air conditioning equipment, plumbing, electrical 
equipment, laundry facilities and storage facilities, provided, however, 
that in an H-2-45, H-2-65, H-3-65, L-2-65 or B-3-65 district no area in an ex- 
isting structure previously included in gross floor area and no area in any 
addition to an existing structure, except areas not used or designed to be 
used for human occupancy, such as attics, basements, cellars or space un- 
der sloping eaves, shall be excludable from gross floor area as area for stor- 
age facilities or laundry facilities. 

({As amended September 27, 1973, March 5, 1980, October 31, 

1980, and June 16, 1982) 
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(22) ‘‘Grade’’, in cases where all wails of the principal build- 
ing are more than five feet from the nearest street line, the mean 
elevation of the ground adjoining the building on all sides; and 
in all other cases, the mean elevation of the nearest sidewalk. 


+(22A) ‘‘Group care residence, general’’, premises for the 
residential care or supervision (but not including custodial 
care) of ex-alcoholics, ex-drug addicts, pre-release or post-release 
convicts or juveniles under seventeen years of age who are 
under the care of correctional agencies of the Commonwealth, 
but not including the residential care of mentally ill, mentally 
retarded, or physically handicapped persons if such care is 
licensed, regulated or operated by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts or operated by a vendor under contract with 
the Commonwealth. 


(fAs inserted on November 9, 1978) 


$(22B) ‘‘Group care residence, limited’’, premises licensed, 
regulated or operated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or 
operated by a vendor under contract with the Commonwealth for the 
residential care or supervision in any single dwelling unit of no 
fewer than five nor more than twelve mentally ill, mentally retarded, 
or physically handicapped persons, plus resident staff. 


(tAs inserted on August 10, 1979) 


(23) “Height of building’, the vertical distance of the highest 
point of the roof, excluding roof structures normally built above 
the roof and not devoted to human occupancy, above the mean 
grade of the sidewalk at the line of the street or streets on which 
the building abuts, or, in the case of a building not abutting on 
a street, above the mean grade of the ground between the building 
and whichever of the following is nearer, namely, a line twenty 
feet from the building or the lot line; but in no event shall the 
mean grade of such ground be taken to be more than five feet 
above or below the mean grade of the ground immediately con- 
tiguous to the building. 


(t{As amended on July 9, 1973) 
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+(24) ‘“‘Hotel’’, a building (other than a dormitory) containing four 
or more apartments without kitchens, or containing sleeping accom- 
modations for ten or more persons, primarily the temporary abode of 
persons who have their residences elsewhere. 


({As amended on February 3, 1966) 


$(25) “Lodging house’’, any dwelling (other than a boarding house, 
dormitory, fraternity, sorority house, hotel, motel or apartment 
hotel) in which living space, without kitchen facilities, is let to 
five or more persons who are not within the second degree of 
kinship. 


({As amended on February 3, 1966) 


+(26) “‘Lot’’, a parcel of land including land under water, whether 
or not platted, in single ownership, and not divided by a street. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967) 


(27) ‘‘Lot area’, the horizontal area of the lot exclusive (a) of any 
area in a street or private way open to public use, and (b) of any 
fresh-water area more than ten feet from the shoreline, and (c) of . 
any salt-water area below the mean high-tide line. 


(28) “‘Lot, corner’, a lot with boundaries abutting on, and meeting 
at the intersection of, two streets when the lines of such boundaries 
form within such lot at such intersection an angle of not more 
than 135°. In the case of a curved boundary, the tangent to such 
curved boundary at its point of intersection with another boundary 
of the lot shall be deemed to be the line of such boundary for the 
purposes of this definition. 


(29) “‘Lot, depth’, the horizontal distance between the front 
and rear lot lines measured by the length, within the lot, of a 
straight line connecting the midpoint of a straight line between 
the foremost points of the side lot lines with the midpoint of a 
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straight line between the rearmost points of the side lot lines. 
(tAs amended on April 14, 1967) 


(30) ‘‘Lot line, front’, the line separating the lot from the 
street. The owner of a lot abutting on two or more streets may 
designate as the front lot line whichever of the two widest 
streets he chooses. 


(31) ‘“‘Lot line, rear’, the line which most nearly qualifies as 
the line most distant and opposite from the front lot line; where 
the lot is irregularly shaped, a line perpendicular to the mean 
direction of the side lot lines, and at least ten feet in length 
within the lot. 


+(32) ‘‘Lot width’, the shortest horizontal distance between 
the side lot lines measured perpendicular to the mean direction 
of two straight lines, one between the foremost and rearmost 
points of one side lot line, and the other between the foremost 
and rearmost points of the other side lot line. 


(tAs amended on April 14, 1967) 


+(32A) ‘‘Mobile home’’, a dwelling, other than a recreational 
vehicle, that is transportable in one or more sections, built on 
a permanent chassis, and designed to be used with or without a 
permanent foundation. 


(tAs inserted on March 26, 1982) 
(33) ‘‘Motel’’, a hotel primarily for transients travelling by 


automobile, with a parking space on the lot for each lodging 
unit, and with access to each such unit directly from the outside. 


(34) ‘‘Nonconforming use’’, a use of a structure or lot that 
does not conform to a regulation prescribed by this code for the 
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district in which it is located; provided that such use was lawfully 
in existence on the effective date of this code or, in the case of 

a use made noncomforming by an amendment of this code, on the 
effective date of such amendment. 


(35) “Occupied”, shall include the words “designed, arranged, 
or intended to be occupied”. 


(36) “Parapet line”, a horizontal line at the mean height of the 
wall of the building nearest to, and substantially parallel with, the 
lot line from which a setback is being measured. 


(37) “Public open space”, an open space in public ownership 
devoted or to be devoted to a public use with only minor accessory 
buildings, if any. No structure that exceeds twenty feet in height 
or two thousand square feet in gross floor area shall be considered 
to be a part of such public open space. ‘‘Public open space” shall 
be construed to include a street. 


(38) ‘Restricted, more, and less”, a use district is “more restricted” 
if it is listed earlier in Section 3-1 and “less restricted” if listed 
later in said section. 


$(38A) ‘Rounding numbers, rule for’, when a decimal must be 
rounded to the nearest whole number, as in the case of off-street parking 
requirements, or to the nearest foot, under Section 18-2 (as most 
recently amended on October 22, 1974), and when the only digit 
dropped is .5, then if the last digit retained is an even number, it 
Shall be left unchanged; but if the last digit retained is an odd number, 
it shall be increased to the next higher digit. In the case of rounding 
to the nearest half foot under Section 18-2 (as most recently amended 
on October 22, 1974), if the only digits dropped are .25, the preceding 
digit shall be left unchanged; but if the only digits dropped are .75, the 
preceding digit shall be raised to the next higher number. 


(fAs inserted on November 27, 1974) 
+(38B) “Row house”, one of a group of three or more houses sharing 
a common or party wall on one or both side lot lines. 
({As amended on July 9, 1973 and November 27, 1974) 
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+(38C) “School”, buildings, premises and parts thereof 
in which a regular course of public or private instruc- 
tion is given. 


(tAs inserted on April 11, 1979) 


(39) “Shall”, shall be considered mandatory and not 
directory. 


+(40) “Sign”, any structure, device, light, letter, 
word, model, banner, pennant, insignia, trade flag, or 
representation which is designed to be seen from outside 
a building and which advertises or announces a use Con- 
ducted or goods, products, services or facilities avail- 
able, including electric signs in windows or doors, but 
excluding window displays of merchandise and signs inci- 
dental to the display of merchandise. 


(tAs amended on December 18, 1972) 


(41) “Sign, area of”: 


(a) For a sign, either free-standing or attached, the 
area shall be considered to include all lettering, word- 
ing, and accompanying designs and symbols, together with 
the background, whether open or enclosed, on which they 
are displayed, but not including any supporting frame- 
work and bracing which are incidental to the display 
itself. 


(b) For a sign painted upon or applied to a building, 
the area shall be considered to include all lettering, 
wording and accompanying designs or symbols together 
with any background of a different color than the 
natural color of the building. 
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$(c) Where the sign consists of individual letters or symbols 
attached to or painted on a surface, building, canopy, awning 
wall or window, the area shall be considered to be that of the 
smallest rectangle or other geometric shape which encompasses 
ail of the letters or symbols. 


(f{As amended on December 18, 1972) 


$(d) Only one face of a two-faced sign shall be counted in 
computing the area of a sign, or the total area of signs on a sign 
frontage or on a lot. 


(fAs inserted on December 18, 1972 and amended on June 7, 1974.) 


$(41A) “Sign, awning”, a sign on or attached to a temporary 
retractable shelter which is suported entirely from the exterior 
wall of a building. 

$(41B) “Sign, canopy”, a sign on or attached to a permanent 
overhanging shelter which projects from the face of a building and 
is Supported only partially by said building. 

+(41C) “Sign, design, comprehensive”, a plan submitted to 
the Urban Design Department of the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority for signs and related architectural features on a sign 
frontage, a building front or a group of buildings. 

$(41D) “Sign frontage”, the length along a ground floor 
building front, facing a street or a private way accessible from 
a street, which is occupied by a separate and distinct use, as 
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defined by article 8; the length along a ground floor building 
side, facing a street, which is occupied by a separate and 
distinct use or by the same use which occupies the front of said 
building. 

+(41E) “Sign, marquee”, a sign on Or attached to a permanent 
overhanging shelter which projects from the face of a building and 
is entirely supported by said building. 

+(41F) “Sign, off-premise”, a sign which advertises or announces 
a use conducted or goods available elsewhere than on the lot on 
which the sign is located. 

+(41G) “Sign, on premise”, a sign which advertises or announces 
a use conducted or goods available on the lot on which the sign 
is located. . 


(As inserted on April 11, 1973) 


(42) “Story”, that portion of a building included between the 
top surface of a floor and the top surface of the next floor or roof 
above, except that a space used exclusively for the housing of 
mechanical services of the building shall not be considered to be 
a story if access to such space may be had only for maintenance of 
such services. 

(43) ‘‘Story, first”, the lowest story of which sixty-five percent 
or more of the height is above the mean grade from which the height 
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of the building is measured. 

(44) “Street”, a public way, alley, lane, court, sidewalk and 
Such parts of public squares and public places as form travelled 
parts of highways. 

(45) “Street line’, the line Separating a street froma lot. | 

(46) “Structure”, a combination of materials assembled at a 
fixed location to give support or Shelter, such as a building, bridge, 
trestle, tower, framework, retaining wall, tank, tunnel, tent, 
Stadium, reviewing stand, platform, bin, fence, sign, flagpole, 
or the like. The word “structure” shall be construed, where the 
context allows, as though followed by the words “or part thereof”. 

(47) “Trailer park”, a parking space for two or more trailers 
used as dwellings. 

(48) ‘Usable open space”, space suitable for recreation, 
Swimming pool, tennis court, gardens, or household service 
activities, such as clothes drying. Such space must be at least 
seventy-five per cent open to the sky, free of automotive traffic, 
Parking, and undue hazard, and readily accessible by all those 
for whom it is required. 


t(As amended on April 14, 1967) 
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(49) “Use”, as a verb, shall be construed as if followed 
by the words “or is intended, arranged, designed, built, 
altered, converted, rented or |eased to be used”. 

(50) ‘Yard, front”, an open space extending across 
the full width of the lot and lying between the front lot line 
and the nearest building. 

(51) “Yard, rear”, an open space immediately behind 
the rearmost main building on the lot and extending across 
the full width of the lot. 

(52) “Yard, side”, an open space along the side line 
of a lot, extending from the front yard line to the rear 
yard line; in the case of a side yard abutting on a street, 
extending to the rear lot line. 


+SECTION 2-2. Other Words and Phrases. Words and 
phrases not defined in Section 2-1 but defined in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Building Code shall 
have the meanings given in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
State Building Code unless a contrary intention clearly 
appears. 


(tAs amended on April 11, 1979) 
SECTION 2-3. Rules of Construction. Words importing 


the singular shall include the plural; and words importing 
the plural shall include the singular. 
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ARTICLE 3 


ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 


+SECTION 3-1. Division of City into Districts. For 
the purposes of this code the City is hereby divided into 
districts as follows: three classes of residential districts: S 
(single family), R (general), and H (apartment); two classes 
of business districts: L (local) and B (general); and three 
classes of industrial districts: M (restricted manufacturing), 
| (general) and W (waterfront); each of which is further 
subdivided into subdistricts identified by a number which 
represents maximum allowed floor area ratio and some of 
which have a second number which represents a height limit, 
as follows: 


(a) Residential Districts 


3 

Shs \ Single Family 
=) 
8 


\ General 


H-2 Apartment 


ro 


3-1 


(b) Business Districts 


be | 
Local 


B-4 General 


(c) Industrial Districts 


M-1 

M-2 

M-4 ' Restricted Manufacturing 
M-8 \ 

l-2 } General Industrial 

W-2 } Waterfront Industrial 


3-1A 


tUrban Renewal Areas. Upon application from the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority, the whole or any part of a subdistrict 
may be established as an urban renewal area if all land within 
such urban renewal area is the site of or for a low rent housing 
project, or a housing project for elderly persons of low income, 
or consists solely of land, including land under water, with 
respect to which an agreement has been entered into with said 
Authority establishing use and dimensional controls as specified in 
a land assembly and redevelopment, or urban renewal plan, as 
defined in Chapter 121 of the General Laws. Section 13-1 (except 
the maximum floor area ratio specified in Table B thereof), 
Sections 13-2 and 13-4, and Articles 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
and 22 shall not apply to urban renewal areas; but except as 
otherwise provided in Article 6A, urban renewal areas shall be 
subject to all other provisions of this code applicable to the 
subdistrict in which the area is located. 


({As inserted on September 7, 1967, and amended 
on July 2, 1968) 


tRestricted Parking District. A contiguous group of 
subdistricts or parts thereof may be established as a restricted 
parking district. Within a restricted parking district, off-street 
parking facilities including parking lots, parking garages, and 
parking accessory or ancillary to any use other than Use Items 
numbered 1 through 15 shall be conditional uses, which may be 
granted only in conformance with the provisions of Section 6-3A 
as well as Section 6-3. 


(FAs inserted on September 27, 1973) 


tAdult Entertainment District. An adult entertainment 
district is an overlay district in which Use Items No. 34A and 38A 
(adult books and adult entertainment) are allowed, and in which 
the prohibition of moving or flashing signs in Section 11-2 does 
not apply. 

({As inserted on November 27, 1974) 
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3-2 


+Flood Hazard Districts. The location of and regulations for 
flood hazard districts are set forth in Article 25 of this code. 


(tAs inserted on March 24, 1977) 


tInstitutional District. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
Table A of Section 8-7, in an institutional district the following 
uses are conditional uses in instances where they would otherwise 
be allowed under said Table A: any use listed under Use Item 
No. 16, 17, 20, 22A, 28, 29, or 30. Use Item No 72, accessory 
parking, shall be a conditional use if the main use to which it is 
accessory is in existence at the time that new or additional 
parking spaces are applied for and if such main use is a use 
listed under Use Item No. 11, 12, 13, 13A, 14, 16, 16A, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 22A, 28, 29, or 30. 


(As inserted on June 8, 1977) 


+Restricted Roof Structure District. All or part of a subdistrict 
that is characterized by groups of residential buildings with identical 
or similar heights within such groups may be designated as a restricted 
roof structure district, the regulations for which are set forth in 
Section 16-8. 


(tAs inserted on August 20, 1981) 


SECTION 3-2. Interpretation of District Boundaries. Where 
a district boundary is indicated on a map constituting part of this 
code as approximately following, or parallel to, the center line or 
side line of a street, highway, railroad right-of-way, or water 
course, such boundary shall be construed as following, or as 
being parallel to, such center line or side line. Where a district 
boundary is indicated on such a map as approximately following a 
lot line, such line shall be construed to be said boundary. If 
no distance is indicated on such a map for a district boundary 
running parallel to the center line or side line of a street or 
highway, such dimension shall be assumed to be one hundred feet 
from such line or, if as determined by the use of the scale shown 
on such map it is at least twenty feet more, or twenty feet less, 
than one hundred feet, it shall be as so scaled. 
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ARTICLE 4. 
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS 


SECTION 4-1. Conformity of Buildings and Land. Excerct 
as provided in Cnapter 665 of the Acts of 1956 as now in force 
or hereafter amended or in this code, no structure or land shall 
be used or occupied, and no structure or part thereof shall be 
erected, reconstructed, extended, or altered except in con- 
formity with the regulations specified in this code for the district 
in which it is located; provided, however, that nothing in this 
code shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe 
condition of any portion of a structure declared unsafe by the 
Building Commissioner or any other board or officer authorized 
by law to do so. 


SECTION 4-2. Structure or Use Approved Prior to Effective 
Date of Code. Nothing herein contained shall affect any 
_ Structure or use for which a building or use permit is lawfully 
issued prior to the effective date of this code; provided, that 
construction work under such building permit, or occupancy under 
such use permit, is commenced within six months of the date of 
such permit and proceeds in good faith continuously so far as is 
reasonably practical under the circumstances; and provided further 
-that all construction work is completed within two years from the 
effective date of this code and in accordance with the building 
permit as in effect on said effective date. 


zal 


4-1, 4-2 


4-3, 5-1, 5-2 


SECTION 4-3. Building or Use Permit Required. It shall be 
unlawful to use, or permit the use of, any land or structure or 
part thereof hereafter erected, or altered wholly or partly, or the 
yards or other open spaces of which are in any way reduced, until 
the Building Commissioner shall have certified on the building 
permit, or if no building permit is needed, shall have issued a use 
permit specifying, the use to which the land or the structure upon 
being sufficiently completed to comply with the provisions and 
regulations relating thereto, may be put. 


ARTICLE 5 


ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE 


SECTION 5-1. Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the 
Building Commissioner to enforce the provisions of this code. 


SECTION 5-2. Procedure for Appeal. Every appeal to the 
Board of Appeal shall be in writing and on a form prescribed by 
said Board. Every such appeal shall refer to the specific provisions 
of this code involved, and shall exactly set forth the interpretation 
that is claimed, the conditional use for which permission is sought, or 
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the details of the variance that is applied for and the grounds 
on which it is claimed that the variance should be granted, as 
the case may be. 

A copy of every decision of the Board of Appeal ona 


matter on which the Boston Redevelopment Authority has filed 


a report shall be transmitted by said Board to said Authority. 


SECTION 5-3. Limitation on Appeal. If an appeal for 
an interpretation, conditional use, or variance is decided by 
the Board of Appeal adversely to the appellant, no appeal 
for the same interpretation, conditional use, or variance shall 
be considered on its merits by said Board within one year after 
such adverse decision, except with the concurring vote of 
not less than four-fifths of the members of said Board. 


FSECTION 5-4. Cost of a Hearing before the Zoning 
Commission. The estimated average cost to the City of a 
hearing before the Zoning Commission on a proposed amend- 
ment of this code is hereby established as one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 


(f{As amended on May 26, 1970 and Aug. 18, 1980) 
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9-3, 5-4 


6-1, 6-2 


ARTICLE 6 
CONDITIONAL USES 


tSECTION 6-1. Permit for Conditional Uses. As provided for 
in Section 10 of Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as now in force 
or hereafter amended, and in Section 8-3 of this code, and 
subject to the provisions of Section 6-2, 6-3, 6-3A and 6-4, the Board 
of Appeal may, in a specific case after public notice and hearing, 
grant permission for a use specified in Table A of Section 8-7 as 
a conditional use; provided, however, that such permission shall 
lapse and become null and void unless such conditional use is 
commenced within two years after the record of said Board’s 
proceedings pertaining thereto is filed in the office of the 
Building Commissioner pursuant to Section 8 of said Chapter 665. 

(f~As amended on September 27, 1973) 


tSECTION 6-2. Procedure for Appeal. Each appeal for a 
conditional use shall be filed in quadruplicate with the Building 
Commissioner, who shall retain one copy for his files and transmit 
the other copies as follows: one to the Board of Appeal, one to 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority, and the other to the Zoning 
Commission. The Boston Redevelopment Authority shall, within 
thirty days after the date of such transmittal, file with the Board 
of Appeal a report with recommendations, together with material, 
maps or plans to aid the Board of Appeal in judging the appeal 
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and determining special conditions and safeguards. The Board 
of Appeal shall not hold a hearing nor render any decision on 


an appeal for a conditional use until such report with recommen- 


dations has been received and considered, provided that if 
no such report is received within said thirty days, the Board 
of Appeal may hold a hearing and render its decision without 
such report. 

(f{As amended on May 26, 1970) 


SECTION 6-3. Conditions Required for Approval. The 
Board of Appeal shall grant any such appeal only if it finds 
that all of the following conditions are met: 


(a) the specific site is an appropriate location 
for such use or, in the case of a substitute non- 
conforming use under Section 9-2, such 
Substitute nonconforming use will not be more 
objectionable nor more detrimental to the 
neighborhood than the nonconforming use for 
which it is being substituted; 


(b) the use will not adversely affect the neighborincoc 


(c) there will be no serious hazard to vehicles or 
pedestrians from the use; 


(d) no nuisance will be created by the use; and 


(e) adequate and appropriate facilities will be 
provided for the proper operation of the use. 


td 


6-3A, 6-4 


+SECTION 6-3A. Additional Conditions Required for 
Approval of Parking Facilities in a Restricted Parking 
District. In a restricted parking district, the Board 
of Appeal shall grant a conditional use for an off-street 
parking facility, whether a parking lot, a public garage, 
or parking which is accessory or ancillary to any use 
other than Use Items numbered 1 through 15, only if the 
Board of Appeal finds that said facility meets one or 
more of the following conditions: 


a. It will serve a traffic demand not adequately 
provided for by public transportation; or 


b. It will replace existing off-street parking 
spaces in one or more nearby parking facilities, 
or it will replace legal on-street parking 

spaces that have been physically eliminated 
through permanent modification or demolition; or 


c. It is accessory or ancillary to a use which 
by its nature does not contribute significantly 
to traffic flows during peak traffic periods; or 


d. The facility constitutes a temporary parking 
lot use of land and that serious intent to 

reuse the land for an allowed use withina 
specified period of time has been demonstrated 
to the satisfaction of the Board of Appeal. 


(tAs inserted on September 27, 1973 and amended on September 2, 1976) 


SECTION 6-4. Other Conditions Necessary as Protection. 
In approving a conditional use, the Board of Appeal may attach 
such conditions and safeguards as it deems necessary to assure 
harmony with the general purposes and intent of this code, 
such as, but not limited to, the following: 


(a) requirement of front, side, and rear yards 
greater than the minimum required by this code; 


(b) requirement of screening of parking areas 


and other parts of the lot from adjoining lots or from the 
street, by walls, fences, planting, or other devices; 
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8-4, 8-5, 8-6 


SECTION 8-4. Forbidden Uses. No land or structure in any 
district shall be erected, used, or arranged or designed to be used, 
in whole or in part, for any use specified in the use item column 
of Table A of Section 8-7 if the letter ‘‘F’’ is set against such use 
in the column headed by the designation of such district, except 
for such nonconforming uses as may be allowed to be continued under 
the provisions of Article 9. 


SECTION 8-5. Uses Subject to Other Regulations. Allowed and 
conditional uses shall be subject, in addition to use regulations of 
height, area, yard, setback, lot size and area, lot width, and 
building bulk, to such provisions for off-street parking and loading, 
and to such other provisions as are specified in other sections of this 
code. 


+SECTION 8-6. Pre-Existing Conditional Uses. Any use existing 
on the effective date of this code which this code classifies as a 
conditional use in the district in which the land occupied by the use 
is located, and also any use existing on the effective date of any 
amendment of this code which such amendment so classifies, shall be 
deemed to have been authorized as a conditional use subject to maintaining 
the character and extent of operations and structures existing on the 
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8-7, (1) 


effective date of this code or of such amendment, as the case may be. Any 
application for a change in use or an increase in the area devoted to such 
use shall be subject to the provisions of Article 6, but no conditional use 
permit shall be required for the replacement of gross floor area lost by fire or 


other casualty. 


({As amended on January 8, 1982) 


SECTION 8-7. Use Regulations. No land or structure shall be erected, 
used, or arranged or designed to be used, in whole or in part, except in 


conformity with the following table: 


TABLE A: USE REGULATIONS 


tKey: Residential Business Industrial Status 
S = Single =" Ocal M = Restricted A = Allowed 
R = General B = General | = General C = Conditional 
H = Apartment | W = Waterfront F = Forbidden 


ID = Institutional District. See Section 3-1A for specific regulations. 


(fAs amended on April 11, 1979) 


NO. USE ITEM 


SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS 


1 Detached dwelling, occupied 
by not more than one family 
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District 


8-7, (2)-(6) 


District 
NO. USE ITEM 
2 Semi-detached dwelling occupied by not 
more than one family on each side of a 
DALY Well aaephese eter Ske PRGA 5 ac sso. adr oe: 
3 Attached or row house occupied by not 


more than one family in each structure 
petween fire, WallS 4: os Ac oon 6 dh eae 
TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS 


4 Detached dwelling occupied by not more 
ihnanitwo families”. .¢........ . eae ee 


= Semi-detached dwelling occupied by not 
more than two families on each side of a 
DartV Wallin. nse eo, en 
6 Attached or row house occupied by not 


more than two families in each structure 
between fire walls ..................... 
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8-7, (7-8) 


NO. 


t7A 


+7B 


$8 


District 
USE ITEM S RSH UE SB alive sie 


MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS 


Building or group of buildings for 

occupancy by three or more families in 

separate dwelling units including 

apartment hotel without accessory uses 

specified in Use Item No. 78............ F #, VA VA: “A-|CaReG 


# F in R-.5; Ain R-.8. 
GROUP CARE RESIDENCES 


Group care residence, general, as 
defined in Section 2-1, clause 22A ....... C-~ Cs °C CR CAG I Fame 


(fAs inserted on November 9, 1978) 


Group care residence, limited, as 
defined by clause 22B of Section 2-1 ..... A® At AAS Ate Gare 


*Provided that (1) no limited group 

care residence is within 1,000 feet of 
another limited group care residence 

and (2) a cooperation agreement exists 
relating to the location and operation of 
such facilities between the Boston Re- 
development Authority, the City of Boston 
and the agency of the Commonwealth 
operating, licensing or regulating such 
facilities; otherwise C. 


(As inserted on August 10, 1979) 
CONVERSION OF DWELLING STRUCTURES 


Any dwelling converted for more 

families }3..5.3. 2 ey eee ee ae 2 FA cA* ASV A Grapes 
Gre GrilCracr 

“Where structures after conversion will 

conform to this code. 


tProvided that after conversion, the lot 
area per dwelling unit, the 
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8-7, (9-10) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


open space, and the off-street 
parking each meet not less than 
one half the requirements of this 
code and that after conversion 
any nonconformity as to floor 
area ratio and yard dimension is 
no greater than prior to con- 
version. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, 
and April 11, 1979) 


TEMPORARY DWELLINGS 
9 Temporary dwelling structure........... 


LODGING HOUSES, 
DORMITORIES, HOTELS, etc. 


fro LOdging or boarding house......5....... 


*Except C in L-2-65 
and B-3-65. 


(tAs amended on September 16, 

1965, February 17, 1971, 

March 20, 1972, March 28, 1975, 
October 19, 1978, and October 31, 1980) 
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8-7, (11-13) 


DISTRICT 


NO. __-USE ITEM 


$11. Dormitory on the same lot as, and 
accessory to, a use specified in 
Use Item No. 16A or Use Item 
No. 18 on a lot of three acres 
OR TNOlG ee cat paren tat sc ed tc ev eae 


*Except F in H-2-65 


(tAs amended on Sept. 16, 1965, 
Dec. 5, 1966, May 26, 1970, Feb. 
17, 1971, March 20, 1972 and Feb. 
28, 1979.) 


$12 Dormitory on the same lot as, and 
accessory to, a use specified in 
Use Item No. 16A or Use Item No. 
18 on a lot of less than three 


“Except F in H-2-65 


(t{As amended on Dec. 5, 1966, 
May 26, 1970, Feb. 17, 1971, Mar. 
20, 1972 and Feb. 28, 1979.) 


$13. Dormitory not upon the same 
lot as, but accessory to, 
a use specified in 
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8-7, (13A-14) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


Use Item No. 16A or Use Item 
NOOSA Re a 


*Except F in H-2-65. 


(f{As amended on Dec. 5, 1966, 
May 26, 1970, Feb. 17, 1971, Mar. 
20, 1972 and Feb. 28, 1979) 


413A Dormitory not accessory to a use 
specified in Use Item No. 16A or 
BOE LCLIIUN OM Omi ane Sy. A acyl) Caen ee 


“Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65. 


(fAs inserted on Feb. 3, 1966 
and amended on Dec. 5, 1966, 
May 26, 1970, Feb. 17, 1971, 
Mar. 20, 1972, Oct. 19, 

1978, and Oct. 31, 1980.) 


#14 Fraternity orsororityhouse ............. 
“Except F in H-2-65, H-3-65 and H-5. 
(fAs amended on September 16, 
1965, Dec. 5, 1966, May 26, 1970, 


Feb. 17, 1971, March 20, 1972, 
Feb. 28, 1979, and Oct. 31, 1980) 
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8-7, (15-16) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
+15 Hotel; motel; apartmenthotel............ 
“Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65.: . 


#F in L-.5 and L-1; A in L-2; C in 
L-2-65. 


(f{As amended on October 22, 1974, 
October 19, 1978, and October 31, 1980) 


EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


#16 Elementary or secondary school attend- 
ID ance at which satisfies the require- 
ments of the compulsory education laws 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts... A* A* #1{A* At! C F C 


*Provided that no play space or park- 
ing area is nearer any lot line than 
the front yard depth required by this 
code for the lot, and that the require- 
ments of St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2, where 
apt, are met. 


#A* except C* in H-2-65 and except C* 
in H-3-65 if an elementary school and 
F in H-3-65 if a secondary school. 

t Subject to St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2. 

(fAs amended on September 7, 1967, 


May 26, 1970, Oct. 19, 1978, 
April 11, 1979, and Oct. 31, 1980) 
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8-7, (16A-18) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM Ser Reais ails sevice | W 
+16A College or university granting degrees 


by authority of the Commonwealth of 
WieSSACMUSBULS sammie eee eh i ee cs CS Ge G oy Cee G wn Gare Cash 


“Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65; pro- 
vided, however, that the use shall be 

C in these districts if it will occupy 

space being used by the same educa- 
tional institution for Use Item No. 

11, 12, 13, 20, 24, or 79 at the time 

that such change in use is proposed. 


({As amended on September 7, 1967, 
May 26, 1970, November 23, 1979, 
and October 31, 1980) 


$17 Day care center; nursery school: 
ID RIDDETGAICl ei asta th Aare eee ee Ca Ga tAT | AeA Asa At 2) C 


+ Except A in an R-.8 district, pro- 
vided that the facility accommodates 
no more than 60 children and the use 
is accessory to Use Item 16, 16A, 

20, 21, 27, 28, or 29: otherwise C. 


“Provided that the facility accommo- 
dates no more than 60 children; other- 
wise conditional; and except C in 
H-2-65 and H-3-65 regardless of the 
number of children accommodated. 


({As amended on March 20, 1972, June 

7 and October 22, 1974, October 19, 

1978, April 11, 1979, and October 31, 1980) 
$18 Trade, professional or other school..... we ip AOR MO IG ever ore: 

*Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65. 


({As amended on May 26, 1970, 
October 19, 1978, and October 31, 1980) 
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8-7, (19-21) District 
NO. USE ITEM 


$19 Machine shop or other noisy 
activity accessory to a 
school, college or 
UNIVEPSILY. recs cle. en ie eee 


tExcept F in H-2-65 and H-3-65. 


*Provided that it is located 

at least one hundred 

feet from all lot 

lines and in the opinion 

of the Board of Appeal 

is adequately sound-insulated 
to protect the neighborhood 
from unnecessary noise. 


({As amended on May 26, 1970, 
October 19, 1978, and October 31, 1980) 


OTHER INSTITUTIONAL USES 
$20 Library or museum, not conducted for 


ID profit and not accessory to a use listed under 
Use Item No. 16A, 18, 22, 23,0r24... A A A |A A sA A C 


(fAs amended on July 9, 1973, Oct. 19, 
1978, April 11, 1979, Oct. 31, 1980, and 
January 8, 1982) 


$20A Library or museum not conducted for 
profit, and accessory to a use listed under 
Use Item No. 16A, 18, 22, 23, or 24, whether 
Of notin the:samejloteges.. 2. ete CS? CS CC Cl Gar Gamage 
“Except A if accessory to Use Item 
No. 22 and if at least one of the provisos 
in the footnote of Use Item 22 is met. 
(As inserted on January 8, 1982) 


$21 Place of worship; monas- 
tery; convent; parish house ........... A A A* |A* ASA A A 


*Except C in H-2-65, H-3-65 and L-2-65. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, 
Oct. 19, 1978, and Oct. 31, 1980) 
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$22 


f22A 
ID 


USE ITEM Saeed 


Hospital or sanatorium not providing 

custodial care for drug addicts, alcoholics or 

mentally ill or mentally deficient persons; 

Clinic or professional offices accessory to 

a hospital or sanatorium whether or 

OorOURMCESdCuOl tees tein oe ee eee org 


“Except A provided that (1) the land or struc- 
ture occupied by such use is located in an 
urban renewal area (U) overlay district or 
planned development area (D) overlay district 
as those areas are defined in Section 3-1A; 
or (2) such use is the subject of an application 
for determination of need filed on or before 
October 22, 1981, with the Department of 
Public Health of the Commonwealth under 
Section 25C of Chapter 111 of the General 
Laws, and such application, as it may be 
amended or modified, has been granted either 
prior or subsequent to October 22, 1981, or 
(3) an extension of a pre-existing structure 
contains no more than 2,500 square feet of 
gross floor area or a free standing building 
contains no more than 500 square feet of 
gross floor area and, in either case, occupies 
land in medical institutional use prior to 
October 22, 1981, or (4) such use will occupy 
interior space being used by the same insti- 
tution for Use Item No. 20A, 22, 24, 29, 77 
or 79 at the time such change is proposed. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, June 8, 1977, 
October 19, 1978, July 11, 1979, October 31, 
1980, and January 8, 1982) 


Convalescent, nursing or rest home; home 
for the aged; orphanage; or similar institu- 
tion not for correctional purposes .......... me de avah 


*Provided that custodial care is not provided 
for drug addicts, alcoholics or mentally ill 
or mentally deficient persons. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, 
June 8, 1977, and April 11, 1979) 
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8-7, (22-22A) 


District 

eae Viel W 
C* C*|F F F 
Av A* | FF F te 


8-7, (23-25) 


NO. 


$23 


$24 


20 


USE ITEM 


Any use listed under Use Item No. 

22 or 22A providing custodial care for drug 
addicts, alcoholics or mentally ill or men- 
tally; deficient: Persons . 3 212.2 eee 


(tAs amended on October 19, 1978) 


Scientific research and teaching 
laboratories not conducted for profit 
and accessory to a use listed 
under Use Item No. 16, 16A, 22, 
22A or 23, whether or not on the 
same lot, provided that all resulting 
cinders, dust, flashing, fumes, 
gases, odors, refuse matter, 

smoke and vapor are effectively 
confined to the lot or so disposed 
of as not to be a nuisance or 
hazard to health or safety; and 
provided also that no noise or 
vibration is perceptible without 
instruments more than fifty feet 
from the lot or any part of 

the lottery... Sere be Aoeh Cie ee eee 


“Except A if accessory to Use Item No. 16 
and also A if accessory to Use Item No. 22 
and at least one of the provisos in the foot- 
note of Use Item No. 22 is met. 


({As amended on July 9, 1973, Octo- 
ber 19, 1978, October 31, 1980, and 
January 8, 1982) 


Penal or correctional institution; 
detention inomere 202 eee eee 
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S 


R 


District 
As | Le Bee eed 
ATC. 'CreoaaG 
c*|c* crlc* ct 
Se eokie ie 


Gs 


F 


e. 


(t{As amended on April 11, 1979) 


8-7, (26) 


District 


USE ITEM 


NEWACCITICICLY gu sess ene tee as te 
Extension of a cemetery exist- 

ing on the effective date of 

FTI SAC OCG erate eh cP cares: tee cuete ot eee tio cc 


Mortuary chapel in a 
STREUEI BS = ve MP Pee oe eer eee ae 


*Provided that such chapel is 
located more than one hundred 
and fifty feet from every lot 
line of the cemetery that abuts 
land in aS, Ror H district 

that is not part of a cemetery. 


Grematory ina cemetery..........-=. 


*Provided that such crematory 
is located more than three 
hundred feet from every lot 
line of the cemetery that 
abuts land in a S, R or 

H district that is not part 

of a cemetery. 


Columbarium.in a cemetery .........-. 
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8-7, (27-28) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


RECREATIONAL USES 


27 Public park or playground; public 
recreation OuIIGING. «5.05: -s 2s ea ep a ue 


*Subject to St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2. 


28 Private grounds for games and 
ID sport for not conducted for 
DOU oe ee ts ee yi eee nee 


*Provided (1) that no parking area 
or active outdoor recreation area 
is nearer any lot line than the 
front yard depth required by this 
code for the lot, and (2) that, 
unless after public notice and 
hearing and subject to the pro- 
visions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 
6-4, the Board of Appeal grants 
permission therefor, there are no 
accommodations for 


8-7, (29) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


spectators nor outdoor flood- 
lights nor any indoor or outdoor 
activity which is in itself noisy. 


(t{As amended on April 11, 1979) 
#29 Adult education center building; 


ID community center building; settle- 
TRGT AOAC ace ee eer ee A* A* A*tijAT A|C C C 


“Provided (1) that no parking area 
or active outdoor recreation area 
iS nearer any lot line than the 
front yard depth required by this 
code for the lot and (2) that, un- 
less after public notice and hear- 
ing and subject to the provisions 
of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the 
Board of Appeal grants permission 
therefor, there are no accommoda- 
tions for spectators nor outdoor 
floodlights nor any indoor or out- 
door activity which is in itself 
noisy. 


TExcept C in H-2-65, H-3-65 
and L-2-65. 


(t{As amended on October 19, 1978, 
April 11, 1979, and October 31, 1980) 


a] 


8-7, (30-31) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


+30 Private club (including quarters 
ID _ of fraternal organizations) oper- 
ated for members only...............5. 


*Provided (1) that no parking area 
or active outdoor recreation area 
is nearer any lot line than the 
front yard depth required by this 
code for the lot, and (2) that 

there are no accommodations for 
spectators nor outdoor floodlights 
nor any indoor or outdoor activity 
which is in itself noisy. 


tExcept C in B-3-65. 
(tAs amended on April 17, 1974, 


October 19, 1978, April 11, 1979, 
and October 31, 1980) 


PUBLIC SERVICE USES 


31 Public service pumping station; public 


52 


NO. 


32 


USE ITEM 


service sub-station, automatic 


telephone exchange .................. 


“Provided that the structure is 

essential to service in the residential 
area in which it is located, that no 
business office nor any storage building 
or yard is maintained in connection 
with it, and that the requirements 

of St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2, where 

apt, are met. 


tSubject to St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2 


Telephone exchange (other than 


ANIFOIN CLIC )ueMesree remain ace scrw. yf oo ot Wud thee 


*Provided that it is essential to service 
in the area in which it is located. 
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8-7, (32) 


District 
3 ih ite | oW 
C* Ct Ct] At At A A 
ena iyo ie 


8-7 (33-34) 


NO. 


$33 


$34 


USE ITEM Send 
Fire station; police station’) ee ene A* A* A* 
*Subject to St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2 
(t{As amended on April 14, 1967) 
RETAIL BUSINESS 


Store primarily serving the local 

retail business needs of the residents 

of the neighborhood, but not constituting 
a business as described in Use 

Item No. 34A, including, but not limited 
to, store retailing one or more of the 
following: food, baked goods, 

groceries, packaged alcoholic bev- 
erages, drugs, tobacco products, 
clothing, dry goods, books, flowers, 
paint, hardware and minor house- 
holdtapplianceStern eae eee ee rele denn. te 


“Except C if the hours during which such 
establishment is open to the public begin 
before 6 A.M. or extend beyond 12 mid- 
night, or if such merchandise is sold or 
displayed out of doors on the premises 
of such store. 


+ Except C if merchandise is sold 


or displayed out of doors on the 
premises of such store. 


(As amended on May 26, 1972, June 7, 
1978, and October 14, 1981) 
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District 

i Be avant W 
AXA Ameer 
A* Ati A A C 


8-7, (34A) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


+34A A shop for the barter, rental or sale 
of printed matter, pictures or motion 
picture film, if such shop is not open 
to the public generally but only to 
one or more classes of the public 
excluding any minor by reason of age; 
or if such shop keeps a part of such 
stock segregated as available to only 
one or more classes of the public 
excluding any minor by reason of age; 
or shop for the barter, rental or 
sale of printed matter, pictures or 
motion picture film bearing a legend 
restricting it to adults only or to one 
or more classes of the public excluding 
any minor by reason of age.............. 


*Except A in an adult entertainment 
district. 


(tAs inserted on May 26, 1972, and 
amended on April 11, 1973, 
September 27, 1973, and November 
27, 1974). 


55 


8-7, (Se 


NO. 


$35 


36 


t36A 


plore 


USE ITEM 


Department store, furniture store, general 
merchandise mart, or other store serving the 
general retail business needs of a 

major part of the city, including accessory 
SlOlAQGe. fe Ae or ce Rae ea ae 


“The sale or display of merchandise out of 
doors on the premises of such store 

shall require a supplementary or separate 
conditional use permit granted by the 
Board of Appeal under Sections 6-2, 6-3, 
and 6-4. 


+ Except C if merchandise is sold or 
displayed out of doors on the premises 
of such store. 


($As amended on October 14, 1981) 


Sale of automobiles and trucks where 
operation is carried on within a 
SIFuUCTUIG yee ee te et ee eee 


RETAIL CATERING 


Sale over the counter, not wholly inci- 
dentai to a use listed under Use Item No. 
34 or Use Item No. 37 or Use Item No. 50, 
of On-premises prepared food or drink for 
ofi premises Consumption or for on-prem- 
ises Consumption if, as so sold, such food 
or drink is ready for take-out ........... 


(fAs inserted on August 12, 1971) 
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District 


8-7, (37)-(38) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
EATING PLACES AND ENTERTAINMENT 

+37 Lunch room, restaurant, cafeteria or other 
place for the service or sale of food or drink 
for on-premises Consumption, provided that 
there is no dancing nor entertainment other 
than phonograph, radio and television, and 
that neither food nor drink is served to, or 
consumed by, persons while seated in 
MOO VEDICIGS cowie. ii. con coc atman sw aden ad 
*Except C in L-2-65, B-3-65 and B-10-155. 
(As amended on August 12, 1971, 
February 10, 1972, June 7, 1974, October 
22, 1974, and October 31, 1980) 


+37A The maintenance and operation of any 
amusement game machine in a private 
club, dormitory, fraternity or sorority 
house, or similar noncommercial estab- 
lishment (other than as an accessory 


use described in Use Item No. 86a) ...... Pee Ge CicCaAg A. Aw sG 
*Except C in B-3-65, B-8-120, B-10-155, 
and M-8. 


(tAs inserted on June 2, 1983) 


+38 Place for sale and consumption of food and 
beverages (other than drive-in restaurant) 
providing dancing or entertainment or both; 
theatre (including motion picture theatre, 
but not drive-in theatre); concert hall; dance 
hall; skating rink; bowling alley; pool room; 
billiard parlor; other social, recreational or 
sports center conducted for profit; or any 
commercial establishment maintaining and 
operating any amusement game machine 
(other than as an accessory use described 
in Use Item No. 86b or 86c); provided that 
such establishment is customarily open to 
the public at large and does not exclude 
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8-7, (384)-(SYA) 


Pont 
N Se 


$38A 


$39 


£39A 


USE ITEM 


any minor by reason of age as a prevailing 
DracuGe: 3 cake er era eee 


*A in B-1, B-2, B-4, B-8 and B-10; C in 
B-3-65, B-8-120 and B-10-155. 


#A in M-1, M-2, M-4; C in M-8. 


(f{As amended on April 14, 1967, April 11 
and September 27, 1973, November 27, 
1974, October 31, 1980, and June 2, 1983) 


Any of the uses enumerated in Use Items 
38 and 52 if such establishment is custom- 
arily not open to the public generally but 
only to one or more classes of the public 
excluding any minor by reason of age..... 


“Except A in an adult entertainment district. 
($As inserted on November 27, 1974) 
OFFICE USES 


Office of accountant, architect, attorney, 
dentist, physician, or other professional per- 
son, not accessory toa mainuse......... 


*Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65; C in H-1, 
H-1-40, H-1-50, H-2, H-2-45 or H-3 only if it 
is within two hundred feet of an H-4, H-5, L, 
B, M, | or W district. 


({As amended on February 17, 1971, 
March 20, 1972, July 9, 1973, October 19, 
1978, February 28, 1979, October 31, 1980, 
and June 16, 1982) 


Clinic not accessory to amainuse........ 


*Provided that if in an H-1, H-1-40, H-1-50, 
H-2, H-2-45, H-2-65 or H-3 district, it is 
within two hundred feet of an H-3-65, H-4, 
H-5, L, B, M, | or W district. 


tExcept C in L-2-65 and B-3-65. 


(t{As amended on October 19, 1978, Febru- 
ary 28, 1979, October 31, 1980, and June 
16, 1982) 
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District 


Clip wi 
Say Oeen eee 


EALAF 


F F* 


At At 


8-7, (40-43) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


40 Real estate, insurance or other 
UO CY OMICS mamta ven emai eter near a hee 


+41 Office building, post office, 
bank (other than drive-in bank) 
Omsimilar establishment'>. =... .+.2...--. - 


(tAs amended on November 30, 1973) 


+42 Office or display or sales space 
of a wholesale, jobbing or 
BISt DUT ORNOUSS ear re cere ts a oo craton pers 


*Provided that not more than twenty- 
five percent of gross floor area 
devoted to this use is used for 
assembling, packaging and storing 
merchandise unless after public 
notice and hearing and subject to 
the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 
and 6-4, the Board of Appeal grants 
permission for a greater percentage 
to be so used. 


(tAs amended on April 14, 1967) 
SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


+43 Barber shop; beauty shop; shoe repair 
shop; self-service laundry; pick-up 
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8-7, (44-46) 


NO. 


aa 


$45 


$46 


USE ITEM 


and delivery station of laundry 


or dry-cleaner; or similar use ........... 


#Except C if the hours during which 
such establishment is open to the 
public begin before 6 A.M. or 
extend beyond 12 midnight. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, 
and June 7, 1978) 


Tailor shop; hand laundry; dry- 


ClOANINGtSNOP wae eres oie ree kee au ee 


*Provided that only nonflammable 
solvents are used for cleaning; 

and in L districts, provided also 
that not more than five persons 

at a time work in the establishment. 


Laundry plant; dry-cleaning plant; 


rug cleaning Dian tes wes. ee eee eee ee 


(tAs amended on April 14, 1967) 


Caterer’s establishment; photographer’s 
studio; printing plant; taxidermist’s 
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District 


Sens i hw 


A#f A |A A C 


ARt Asm 


NO. 


47 


48 


49 


USE ITEM 


shop; upholsterer’s shop; carpenter's 
shop; electrician’s shop; plumber’s 
shop; radio and television repair 
Sek Uae Ce ee ee ene Soc 


*Provided that not more than five 
persons at a time work in such 
establishment, studio, plant or shop. 


(tAs amended on April 14, 1967) 


Funeral home; undertaker’s establish- 
MON MIONUALY 1s ccs ce a ee chan a 


Research laboratory; radio or television 
SIC Opee ree ee ee On Es ae Yes fe 


Animal hospital or clinic; kennel; 
OUI G Meee Ota ee ere ee a Rieter oe 
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District 


8-7, (47-49) 


8-7, (50-51) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM ite ta Ln 
OPEN AIR AND DRIVE-IN USES 


$50 ~—C Drive-in bank; drive-in restaurant; 
drive-in cafeteria; or other place 
for the service or sale of on- 
premises prepared food or drink 
for on-premises or off-premises 
consumption, providing off-street 
parking facilities for its 
customers while doing business on 
the premises; outdoor sale or 
display for sale of garden.supplies, 
agricultural produce, flowers and 
theclikespere ete. gees ae ee er ie le 


(t{As amended on August 12, 1971, 
and November 30, 1973) 


+51 Outdoor sale or display for sale of 
new or used motor vehicles ............. F F F 


(t{As amended December 9, 1975) 


62 


NO. 


$O2 


$53 


54 


55 


USE ITEM 


Drive-in theatre; stadium, or other 
outdoor place of assembly, operated 
for profit; golf driving range; other 
outdoor place of recreation operated 
for profit, provided that such estab- 
lishment is customarily open to the 
public at large and does not exclude 
any minor by reason of age as a 


prevailing practice 


({As amended on November 27, 


1974.) 


Mobile home park 


“Except F in a flood hazard district. 


({As amended on March 26, 1982) 


WHOLESALE BUSINESS AND STORAGE 


Wholesale business, including accessory 
storage (other than of flammable liquids, 
gases and explosives) in roofed 


Structures... ... 


Outdoor storage of: new building 
materials, contractor's equipment, 
machinery, metals (other than scrap and 


junk), and the like 
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8-7, (52-55) 


District 


i acm ee a 


Fiventeee ret Ag A A 


NO. 


56 


USE ITEM 


*Provided that any material or 
equipment stored to a height greater 
than four feet above grade level is 
surrounded by a wall or tight fence 
not less than seven feet high. 


Warehouse; storage, outdoors or in 
silos or hoppers, of coal, coke or 
other solid fuel or of crushed stone, 
sand or similar material; storage of 
fifteen thousand gallons or less of 
flammable liquids or of ten thousand 
cubic feet or less of gaseS............... 


*Provided that all dust and dirt 
incident to storage or handling is 
effectively confined to the lot; and 
in M districts, provided also that 
any material stored to a height 
greater than four feet above grade 


64 


District 


NO. 


of 


$57A 


USE ITEM 


level is surrounded by a wall or 
tight fence not less than seven feet 
high. 


Outdoor storage of second-hand 

lumber or other used building 

material, junk, scrap, paper, rags, 
unrepaired or uncleaned containers, 

or other articles; storage 

of more than fifteen thousand gallons of 
flammable liquids and of more than 

ten thousand cubic feet of gases; 
wrecking and dismantling of 
MOLOlVehiCleS aimee ee ye ns. ee 


*Provided the use is screened by 


a wall or tight fence not less than 
seven feet high. 


Outdoor storage of damaged or 
GisavbleGunOlol. VeniClGS wares eee 
*Provided there is no dismantling of motor 


vehicles or sale of used parts on the 
lot. 


(£As inserted on June 16, 1982) 


65 


District 


8-7, (57-57A) 


8-7, (58) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
VEHICULAR STORAGE AND SERVICE 
$59" 7: PATKING NOUteemta sts eccee cher et here. tetera eee ee 


*Provided that the parking 
lot abuts or is across the 
street from an L, B, M, | 

or W district and is oper- 
ated by an establishment 

in such district exclusively 
for the parking of motor 
vehicles (other than trucks) 
of, and without charge to, 

its employees, customers and 
guests; and provided further, 
in either case, that no vehicle 
is parked in the front yard 
required by this code or 
within a distance equal to 

the side of the yard so required 
from any side or rear 

lot line adjoining a lot in 

an S, R or H district, that 

all lighting is so arranged 

as to shine downward and 
away from streets and adjoin- 
ing lots, and that the park- 
ing lot is adequately screened 
from all streets and adjoin- 
ing lots. 


tExcept F in H-2-65 and 
H-3-65; also F unless the 
parking lot either is operated 
exclusively for the parking of 


66 


NO. 


USE ITEM 


motor vehicles (other than trucks) 
of persons living in the neighbor- 
hood, or abuts or is across the 
street from aL, B, M, | or W 
district and is operated by an 
establishment in such district 
exclusively for the parking of 
motor vehicles (other than trucks) 
of, and without charge to, its 
employees, customers and guests; 
and provided further, in either 
case, that no vehicle is parked 

in the front yard required by this 
code or within a distance equal 
to the side yard so required from 
any side or rear lot line adjoining 
a lot in a S, R or H district, that 
all lighting is so arranged as to 
shine downward and away from 
streets and adjoining lots and 
that the parking lot is ade- 
quately screened from all 

streets and adjoining lots. 


#A+ in B-1 and B-2; C in 
other B districts. 


+ Except C in a restricted parking district. 
({As amended on May 30, 1969, 


February 17, 1971, September 27, 1973, 
October 19, 1978, and October 31, 1980) 


67 


District 


8-7, (58) 


L BIM 


8-7, (59-60) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
t5Ovee Parking Garage ate hse cs ore eter 


*Provided that the parking garage is 
operated exclusively for the parking 
of motor vehicles (other than trucks) 
of persons living in the neighborhood 
except that gasoline and oil may be 
sold if sales thereof are limited to 
tenants of the garage and are com- 
pletely consummated entirely within 
the garage. 


tExcept C in a restricted parking district. 
(tAs amended on Sept. 27, 1973) 


+60 Repair garage; gasoline service station; 
CAL WAS Re ee ee eee te selieh ae eae eee 


*Provided that all washing, painting, 
lubricating, and making of repairs is 
carried on inside a building and that 
any auto body shop, car wash, repair 
shop and paint shop is sufficiently 
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8-7, (60A-62) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
sound-insulated to confine all noise to 
the lot and that all flashing, fumes, 
gases, smoke and vapor are effectively 
confined to the lot; and further pro- 
vided that there is no outdoor storage 
of damaged, disabled or unregistered 
motor vehicles for a period of more 
than one month. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967, and 
June 16, 1982) 


+60A_ Sale and installation within 
a building of batteries, seat 
covers, tires and similar 
automotive parts and accessories ......... 


(As inserted on April 14, 1967) 


$61 Rental agency, storing, servicing, 
and/or washing rental motor 
VGUICIOSTanOstlallerS 22a: net oss. bee ae 


*Provided that no rental vehicles 

or trailers are parked on the street 
and that exterior lighting shall be 
arranged to shine downward and away 
from residences. 


(t{As amended December 9, 1975) 


TRANSPORTATION USES 


62 Bus terminal; bus station ................ 
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8-7, (63).(64) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
63 Railroad passenger station............... 


64 Motor freight terminal; yard for storing 
or servicing trucks or buses; rail 
freight terminal; storage yard 
accessory to railroad operation ........... 


“Provided that the terminal or yard 
is at least one hundred and fifty feet 
from every S, R and H district; and 
provided further, that the roadway 
of every street upon which a truck 
entrance or exit thereof abuts is at 
least forty feet wide and that every 
loading platform facing such an 
entrance or exit is at least eighty 
feet from the centerline of the street 
and at least fifty feet from the nearest 
sideline of the street. 
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8-7, (65) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


#65 Water freight or passenger terminal 
facility, including docks, piers, 
wharves, storage sheds for waterborne 
commodities, and rail and truck 
_ facilities accessory to a waterborne 
BeJOMUelMminalmea tant eee | 


“Provided that the facility is at least 
one hundred and fifty feet from every 
S, R and H district; and provided 
further, that the roadway of every 
Street upon which a truck entrance 
or exit thereof abuts is at least forty 
feet wide and that every loading 
platform facing such an entrance or 
exit is at least eighty feet from the 
centerline of the street and at least 
fifty feet from the nearest sideline 
of the street. 


(FAs amended on April 14, 1967) 
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8-7, (66-68) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
66 meicopter landing taciltV] o.. 22,6 0en eee es 


67 Airport or other aircraft landing or 
SOrViGING {AGILITY wee et os en = 


INDUSTRIAL USES 
68 Any of the following uses: 


#F in B-1, B-2, B-4; C in B-8, 
B-10. 


“A if waterfront access required 
for receipt or dispatch of goods 
or for any other reason; other- 
wise C. 


Any industrial use, other than a use 
described in Use Item No. 70, which 
does not result in noise or vibration 
perceptible without instruments more 
than fifty feet outside the perimeter 
of the lot. | 
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NO. 


USE ITEM 


Bottling works for beverages. 
Cotton ginning. 
Manufacture or repair of 
Advertising displays (including 
billboards). 
Apparel or other products (including 
hat bodies and like) from 
textiles or similar materials. 
Beverages containing less than 
0.5% of alcohol by volume at 
OU mets: 
Boats less than one hundred feet 
long. 
Brooms or brushes. 
Cameras or other photographic 
Equipment. except flammable 
film. 
Carpets. 
Canvas or Canvas products. 
Ceramic products, including pottery, 
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District 


8-7, (68) 


8-7, (68) 


NO. 


USE ITEM 


small glazed tile and the like. 

Cosmetics or toiletries. 

Cotton wadding or linters. 

Electric lamp bulbs. 

Electric lighting fixtures, electric 
irons, electric fans, electric 
toasters, electric toys or similar 
electric appliances. 

Electric wiring supplies, dry cell 
batteries and the like. 


Electronic components and supplies. 


Food products except the curing, 
smoking or drying of meat or fish. 

Fur goods (exclusive of curing, 
dyeing and tanning). 

Gases in amounts not exceeding 
two thousand cubic feet a day. 

Glass products from previously 
manufactured glass. 
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District 


L 


BM. |] 


—— 


NO. 


USE ITEM 


Hair, felt or feather products 
(exclusive of curing, dyeing 
and washing.) 

Hosiery 

ice (dry or natural) 

Ink or inked ribbon. 

Leather products, including shoes, 
machine belting and the like. 

Luggage. 

Mattresses (including rebuilding 
and renovating). 

Metal furniture, cabinets, doors, 
fencing and the like. 

Metal products made by stamp- 
ing or extrusion, including cos- 
tume jewelry, pins and needles, 
razor blades, bottle caps, but- 
tons, kitchen utensils and the 
like. 

Musical instruments, including 
pianos and organs. 


15 


District. 


8-7, (68) 


&7, (68) 


NO. 


USE ITEM 


Novelty products. 

Optical equipment, clocks, or simi- 
lar precision instruments. 

Orthopedic or medical appliances, 
including artificial limbs, braces, 
supports, stretchers and similar 
appliances. 

Paper products, including envelopes, 
Stationery, bags, boxes, shipping 
containers, wallpaper printing and 
similar products. 

Pharmaceutical products. 

Plastic products, including tabie- 
ware, phonograph records, but- 
tons, and the like. 

Rubber products (exclusive of 
rubber and synthetic processing), 
including washers, gloves, foot- 
wear, bathing caps, atomizers and 
the like. 
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S R A 


District 


L 


BiM 


NO. 


8:7. (68) 


District 


USE ITEM 


Shoddy. 

Silverware (plate or sterling). 

Sporting goods or athletic equip- 
ment, including balls, baskets, 
cues, gloves, bats, racquets, 
rods and the like. 

Statuary, mannequins, figurines, or 
religious or church art goods, 
exclusive of foundry operations. 

Textiles, knit goods, yard goods, 
thread or cordage, including 
spinning, weaving, dyeing and 
printing. 

Tobacco products, including cur- 
ing tobacco. 

Tools or hardware, including hand 
tools, drills, cutlery, bolts, nuts, 
screws, doorknobs, hinges, house 
hardware, locks, nonferrous metal 
Castings, plumbing appliances, 
and the like. 
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8-7, (68) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 

Toys. 

Umbrellas. 

Vehicles for children, including 
baby carriages, scooters, wagons, 
bicycles, and the like. 

Venetian blinds, window shades, 
and awnings. 

Wax products. 

Wood products, including furniture, 
boxes, crates, barrels, baskets, 
pencils, and the like. 

Packaging chemicals, detergents or 
soap. 

Poultry or rabbit slaughtering or 
packing. 

Printing or newspaper publishing, 
including engraving or photo- 
engraving. 

Scenery construction. 

Stone cutting or lettering. 


78 


NO. 


$69 


$70 


8-7, (69)-(70) 


District 


— 


USE ITEM eyoodmt Meh mk teh awh f W 


Storage of gases in amounts not 
exceeding ten thousand cubic 
feet. 


Upholstering. 


(f{As amended on April 14, 1967, 
and July 9, 1973.) 


Any industrial use other than a use 
described in Use Item No. 70 ........... eet ae eda ye ae 


“A if waterfront access required for 
receipt or dispatch of goods or for 
any other reason; otherwise C. 


(f{As amended on July 9, 1973) 
Any ofthe following ,useSs |... p14. .6..5..58 op ARE We et? 1G aiG: 


Any use which is objectionable or 
offensive because of special 
danger or hazard, or because of 
cinders, dust, smoke, refuse 
matter, flashing, fumes, gases, 


TAs, 


8-7, (70) 


NO. USE ITEM 


vapor or odor not effectively 
confined to the lot, or because 

of noise or vibration perceptible 
without instruments more than 
two hundred and fifty feet outside 
the perimeter of the lot or, if a 
residential district is within two 
hundred and fifty feet of the lot, 
at any point inside such resi- 
dential district. 


Batching or casting of concrete 
including handling and/or 
storage of cement, lime, sand, 
stone or other aggregates. 


Distillation of wood or bones. 

Curing, dyeing, washing or bulk 
processing feathers, felt or hair. 

Curing, dyeing, finishing or tanning 
fur or leather | 

Curing, drying or smoking of fish 
or meat 

Disposal, handling or storage of 
radioactive waste. 


80 


District 


NO. 


USE ITEM 


Incineration or reduction of garbage, 
offal or dead animals. 
Manufacture of 

Asphalt or asphalt products. 

Charcoal, fuel briquettes, or 
lampblack. 

Chemicals including acetylene, 
aniline dyes, ammonia, carbide, 
Caustic soda, cellulose, chlorine, 
carbon black or bone black, 
cleaning or polishing preparations, 
creosote, disinfectants, exterm- 
inating agents, fungicides, 
hydrogen or oxygen, industrial 
alcohol, insecticides, potash, 
plastic materials or synthetic 
rosins, or hydrochloric, picric 
or Sulphuric acids or derivatives. 

Coal, coke, or tar products, including 
gas.. 
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District 


8-7, (70) 


8-7, (70) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM S RP AoE OBIoNy 


Fertilizers. 

Gases in amounts exceeding two 
thousand cubic feet a day. 

Gelatin, glue or size. 

Gypsum. 

Linoleum or oil cloth. 

Matches. 

Paint, turpentine or varnish. 

Plastic (raw). 

Rubber (natural or synthetic) 
including tires, tubes, or 
similar products. 

Soaps or detergents, including 
fat rendering. 

Reduction, refining or smelting 
metal or metal ores. 

Refining petroleum or petroleum 
products. 

Removal of gravel, loam, sand or 
stone except for re-use on the 
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NO. 


71 


USE ITEM 


same lot or incident to the 
erection of a building on 
such lot. 
Sewage disposal plant. 
Solvent extracting. 
Storage of gases in amounts exceed- 
ing ten thousand cubic feet. 
Wool scouring or pulling. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, and 
July 17, 1981) 


ANCILLARY USES 


Any use on a lot adjacent to, or 
across the street from, but in the same 
district as, a lawful use to which it Is 
ancillary and ordinarily incident and 

for which it would be a lawful 
accessory use if it were on the same 
lot; any such use on such a lot in 
another district unless such use is a 
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S 


RH 


District 


k 


B 


8-7, (71) 


8-7, (72) 


NO. 


ele 
ID 


District 


USE ITEM 


use specifically forbidden in 
SUCHIOINSheGISUIClams ee ee | Ga 


*Provided that any such use 
shall be subject to the same 
restrictions, Conditions, 
limitations, provisos and 
safeguards as the use to 
which it is ancillary. 


ACCESSORY USES 
As an accessory use subject 
to the limitations and 
restrictions of Article 10, 
a garage or parking space 
for occupants, employees, 
customers, students and 
visitors; provided that, in the case 
of a lot lying in two or more 
districts, such parking is accessory 
to a use that is lawful in the 
district in which such parking 
iS: lOCaleG Es mee naire eee on anemeeeeeet 


At* Att At) At At| At At At 


tExcept C in a restricted 
parking district if accessory 

to any use other than Use 
Items numbered 1 through 15. 


“Provided that where a garage 


or parking space is accessory 
to a dwelling use in an S, R, 
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8-7, (72A) 


District 
NO. USE ITEM Se Ree ea vient W 


or H district, there is space 

for no more than three vehicles 
for each dwelling unit, none of 
which shall be a commercial 
vehicle with a maximum load 
capacity of more than 1-1/2 tons, 
and not more than one of which 
shall be a commercial vehicle 
with a maximum load capacity of 
1-1/2 tons or less. 


(FAs amended on April 14, 
1967, September 27, 1973, 
September 2, 1976, April 11, 
1979, and June 18, 1981) 


+72A As an accessory use subject 
to the limitations and 
restrictions of Article 10, 
a swimming pool or tennis 
court not within a required 
EistaVcl Oise serc ree ates heres wee ne. A* A* A*|A* A*|A* A* A* 


*Provided that it is more than 
four feet from every lot line, 
and in the case of a swimming 
pool, that if it is within 

ten feet of a lot line, it 
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8-7, (73-74) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


is screened therefrom to a height of 
at least six feet by a concealing 
fence. 


(tAs inserted on April 14, 1967) 


73 As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
10, an office, within a main build- 
ing, of an accountant, architect, 
attorney, dentist, physician or other 
professional person who resides in 
SuichsbUildingimer. 1. ee ee ta nernias C* (A? At AS PAS AD ene 


*Provided that non-resident assist- 
ants do not exceed: one in a S district, 
two in a R district, and three in an 

H district. 


74 As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
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8-7, (75) 


District 


USE ITEM 


10, an occupation for profit custom- 
arily Carried on in a dwelling unit 
by a person residing therein............. 


“Provided that such occupation is - 
carried on in a main building and 
requires only equipment ordinarily 
incident to a dwelling unit, that no 
non-resident help is employed and 
that there is no trading in merch- 
andise. 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of 

Article 10, the keeping of horses, 

COWS, goats or similar animals other 
iiauspldSee.s ae sha SAR Ame SERRE Ty Ie 


“Provided that every stable and en- 
enclosure is at least one hundred feet 
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8-7, (75) 


District 
NO. USE ITEM Ss R Hitl-BIM | 


from every residential building on 
another lot; and provided further 

that every stable and enclosure 
sheltering more than four such animals 
is at least one hundred feet from every 
lot on which there is a church, school 
playground, library, or public or 
eleemosynary institution unless that 
distance is intersected by a street at 
least sixty feet wide; and provided 
also ina S, Ror H district, that no 
more than twenty-five animals at a 
time are kept on the lot and that 

every stable and enclosure is more 
than one hundred feet from the 
nearest street. 

A condition of this use shall be that 

if on another lot a residential building 
is erected within one hundred feet of 
a stable or enclosure the use of such 
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NO. 


76 


USE ITEM 


stable or enclosure shall cease, and 
such stable or enclosure shall be 
removed. 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
10, the keeping of poultry, pigeons, 


FADDUSTOM DOCS: 5 4 oe ce ch oe 


“Provided that every enclosure there- 
for is at least fifty feet from every 
residential building on another lot; 
and provided further in a S, R or H 
district, that not more than twenty- 
five birds and rabbits in the aggregate 
or more than three colonies of bees 
are kept on the lot at one time, and 
that every enclosure is more than 
fifty feet from the nearest street. 

A condition of this use shall be that 
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S 


Re 


8-7, (76) 


District 
L BIM I W 


GIGe (OaeG. CC. 


8-7, (77)-(78) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


if on another lot a residential building 
is erected within fifty feet of an 
enclosure, the use of such enclosure 
shall cease, and such enclosure shall 
be removed. 


+77 Asan accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
10, the keeping of laboratory animals 
incidental to an educational or 
institutional use, provided that all 
resulting noise, dust, fumes, gases, odors 
and refuse matter are effectively 
confined to the lot or so disposed 
of as not to be a nuisance or 
hazaraito nealth or:satetyiei.. on. see 


*Except A if accessory to Use Item 

No. 22 and if at least one of the provisos 
in the footnote of Use Item No. 22 

is met. 


({As amended on October 19, 1978, 
October 31, 1980, and 
January 8, 1982) 


78 As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 10, 
in buildings with more than fifty 
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NO. 


$79 


District 


8-7, (79) 


USE ITEM oy inh Oadeh ele 


dwelling units, and in hotels with 
more than fifty sleeping rooms, news- 
stand, barber shop, dining room and 
similar services primarily for the 
occupants thereof, when conducted 
wholly within the building and 
entered solely from within the build- 


B iM 


SALOb ce: Ce OEES ASE ener Me ae ey ee Ke re ADI AD CAG 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of 

Article 10, in hospitals with more 
than fifty beds, and in educational 
institutions with more than four 
hundred full time students, incidental 
uses and services ordinarily found in 
connection therewith and primarily for 
the patients and staff or students and 
faculty, when conducted wholly 
within a building and entered solely 
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I WwW 


8-7, (80)-(81) 


NO. 


80 


81 


District 


USE ITEM 


from within the building where 

there is but one building on the 

lot or from an entrance not 

directly facing a street or lot 

line where there is more than one 

DUICING ON saAnlOU aes ee teen ee aie ies 


“Except A if accessory to Use Item 
No. 22 and if at least one of the 
provisos in the footnote of Use 
Item No. 22 is met. 


(As amended on October 19, 1978, 
October 31, 1980, and January 8, 1982) 


As an accessory use subject to 

the limitations and restrictions 

of Article 10, the storage of 

flammable liquids and gases 

incidental to a lawful use ............... 


A A AJA AJA A A 


As an accessory use subject to 
the limitations and restrictions 

of Articles 10, the manufacture, 
assembly or packaging of products 
Sold: on tite. lOt ete eens ton eee ee a, de Mae A |A A C 


“Provided that no products are 


processed for sale elsewhere than 
on the lot and that at any one time 
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8-7, (82)-(83) 


District 


USE ITEM 


no more than five persons are em- 
ployed in such manufacture, assembly 
and packaging. 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
10, a repair garage incident to auto 
SYELTT Us ER ha aeons ane ei eee 


“Providing that all washing, lubrica- 
ting and making of repairs is carried 
on inside a building, and that all 
noise, flashing, dust, fumes, gases, 
smoke and vapor are effectively 
confined to the lot. 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of 

Article 10, permanent dwellings for 
personnel required to reside on a lot 
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8-7, (84)}-(85) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


for the safe and proper operation of 
a lawful main use of such lot............ 


84 As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of 
Article 10, any non-residential use 
TAWIUL IE A CIS UIC hee 


“Provided that such use is so 
carried on as not to be either a 
hazard to the health or safety of 
persons on any adjacent lot or a 
nuisance. 


85 As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
10, any use ancillary to, and ordi- 
narily incident to, a lawful main 
USC aii ccs en ne eee ee ee ee eae 


“Provided that such use is not a use 
specifically forbidden in such district; 
and provided further that any such use 
shall be subject to the same restrictions, 
conditions, limitations, provisos and 
safeguards as the use to which it is 
accessory. 
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8-7, (86), 8-8 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


+86 Asan accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
10, the maintenance and operation of 
not more than four amusement game 
machines: 


a. ina private club, dormitory, fraternity 
or sorority house, or similar noncom- 
Mol clahUSG ares ses. carer. s 


“Except C in H-2-65, H-3-65, 
L-2-65, B-3-65 and B-10-155. 


b. in a bar, tavern, or other commer- 
cial establishment where alcoholic 
beverages are sold and consumed 


FF F 


*Except C in L-2-65, B-3-65, and 
B-10-155. 


c. ina store, self-service laundry, restau- 

rant, or other commercial establish- 

ment (other than a commercial 

establishment where alcoholic bever- 

ages are sold and consumed) ...... Solr so ir A* A C 
*Except C in B-3-65, B-8-120, 
B-10-155, and M-8. 


(4As inserted on June 2, 1983) 


+SECTION 8-8. Use Regulations of Urban Renewal Subdistricts. 
The use regulations of Section 8-7 shall apply to each of the 
Urban Renewal Subdistricts, with the following additions: 


(a) As an accessory use to housing developments, and subject 
to limitations and restrictions of Article 10, Section 10-1, 
business uses such as a food store, drug store, physician or 
dentist office, barber shop or restaurant shall be permitted 
within the H-1U through H-5U districts, when such uses are 
intended primarily for the convenience of residents of such 
housing. 


(As inserted on September 7, 1967) 
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9-1 


ARTICLE 9 


NONCONFORMING USES 


tSECTION 9-1. Extension of Nonconforming Uses and Re- 
construction arid Extension of Nonconforming Buildings. Whenever 
land is being lawfully used for a use not conforming to this code, 
other than stone quarrying, such use may be extended on the same 
lot or on an adjoining lot; provided that after public notice and 
hearing and subject to the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 
6-4, the Board of Appeal grants permission for such extension; 
and provided further that the use as extended shall not exceed by 
more than twenty-five percent either in volume or in area the 
nonconforming use existing on the effective date of this code or, 
in the case of a use made nonconforming by an amendment of 
this code, on the effective date of such amendment. 

Whenever a building or structure is being lawfully used for 
a use not conforming to this code, such building or structure 
may be reconstructed, structurally changed or extended; pro- 
vided that after public notice and hearing and subject to the 
provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the Board of Appeal 
grants permission for such reconstruction, structural change or 
extension; provided also that the building or structure as re- 
constructed, structurally changed or extended shall not exceed 
by more than twenty-five percent either in volume or in area 
the building or structure existing on the effective date of this 
code or, in the case of a building or structure made nonconforming 
by an amendment of this code, on the effective date of such 
amendment; and provided further that the aggregate amount 
expended for reconstructing, structurally changing or extending 
a nonconforming building or structure after the effective date 
of this code, or, in the case of a building or structure made 
nonconforming by an amendment to this code, after the effective 
date of such amendment, shall not exceed fifty percent of the 
physical value of the building or structure on the effective 
date of this code or such amendment as determined by the Board of 
Appeal from its reproduction cost less physical deterioration said 
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9-1A, 9-2 


limit on the amount expended for reconstructing, structurally 

changing or extending a nonconforming building or structure 

shall not apply to any alteration of a structure, or of a 

Structure in a district, which is listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places or which has been designated by the Boston Landmarks 
Commission in accordance with Chapter 772 of the Acts of 1973. 


($As amended on March 26, 1982) 


SECTION 9-1A. Hours of Operation of Nonconforming 
Use. In any district where residential uses are allowed, an 
extension of the hours of operation of a nonconforming business 
or industrial use into the period between 12 midnight and 6 
A.M. shall be deemed to constitute an extension of a non- 
conforming use and is subject to the provisions of Section 9-1. 
For purposes of this section, ‘‘business’’ shall include uses 
listed under Use Item Nos. 34 through 36A, 39 through 52, 

54 through 57, 60 and 60A; “’industrial’”’ shall include uses 
listed under Use Item Nos. 68 through 70. 


(fAs inserted on June 7, 1978) 


SECTION 9-2. Change in Nonconforming Use. If on the 
effective date of this code or of any amendment thereof a structure 
or land is being lawfully used for a use not conforming to this 
code or such amendment, such structure or land may be used for 
another nonconforming use; provided that after public notice 
and hearing and subject to the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 
and 6-4, the Board of Appeal grants permission for such substitute 


SKE 


9-3 


nonconforming use; and provided further that upon the use of 
such structure or land for such substitute nonconforming use, 
the right to use such structure or land for the former noncon- 
forming use shall terminate. 


SECTION 9-3. Effect of Non-Use of Nonconforming 
Use. If on the effective date of this code, a structure or land 
is being lawfully used for a use not conforming to this code, in 
order not to unduly prolong the life of such nonconforming use, 
the subsequent non-use of such structure or land for such non- 
conforming use for a period of twenty-four consecutive calendar 
months shall terminate the right to use such structure or land 
for such nonconforming use. So also, if on the effective date 
of any amendment to this code a structure or land is being 
lawfully used for a use not conforming to such amendment, in 
order not to unduly prolong the life of such nonconforming 
use, the subsequent non-use of such structure or land for such 
nonconforming use for a period of twenty-four consecutive 
calendar months shall terminate the right to use such structure 
or land for such nonconforming use. For the purpose of this 
section, whenever a structure or land is not being actively used 
for a nonconforming use, there shall be deemed to be a non-use 
for such nonconforming use. 
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ARTICLE 10 
ACCESSORY USES 


SECTION 10-1. Limitation of Area. The accessory uses 
on a lot, exclusive of off-street parking, shall not occupy in 
the aggregate, more than twenty-five percent of the floor area 
of the main buildings; nor shall the accessory uses on a lot, 
exclusive of off-street parking required by this code, occupy, 
in the aggregate, more than twenty-five percent of the rear 
yard required by this code or of the unbuilt lot area; nor in any 
residential district shall any accessory use occupy any part of 
the front or side yards required by this code, except that such 
a side yard may be used for off-street parking located more 
than five feet from the side jot line; and in no other district 
shall any accessory use other than off-street parking occupy 
any part of the front or side yards required by this code. 


SECTION 10-2. Restriction in Residential Districts. In a 
residential district, there shail not be any use accessory to a 
main dwelling which involves: 


10-1, 10-2 


10-3 


(a) The employment of any person (other than domestic 
servants) not resident in a dwelling unit on the lot, 
except for uses under Use Item Nos. 72, 73, and 78 of 
Table A of Section 8-7; or 


(b) The maintenance of a stock in trade except for uses 
under Use Item No. 78 of said Table A; or 


(c) The use of any show window, display or advertising 
open to view from outside the lot for the purpose of 
attracting customers or clients, other than professional 
announcement signs; or 


(d) The conduct of a business office open to the public. 


inno S or R district shall any boarding house or lodging 
house be conducted as an accessory use. 


SECTION 10-3. Temporary Accessory Uses. If upon appli- 
cation for a permit under this section the Building Commissioner 


is of the opinion that a use not conforming to this code is 


incidental to, and reasonably required for, the development of 
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a lawful use, he may grant for an initial period of not more than 
two years, and may extend from time to time but not for more 
than one year at a time, a permit for such nonconforming use; 
provided that he has on file (1) an instrument wherein the appli- 
cant for such permit covenants with the city to terminate such 
use at the expiration of such permit and to remove within three 
months after such expiration all nonconforming structures erected 
under such permit, and (2) to secure the faithful performances 
of such covenant, either a bond of an insurance company 
authorized to do business in Massachusetts or bonds, notes or 
certificates of indebtedness of the City, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts or the United States, the former in a penal sum, 
and the latter in the amount, not less than whichever of the 
following is the greater: (a) twice the amount which the 

Building Commissioner estimates it will cost the City to remove 
such nonconforming structures or (b) one thousand dollars; and 
provided, further, no such permit shall be extended or renewed 
to permit such nonconforming use more than seven years after 
the inception thereof. 


tARTICLE 11 
SIGNS 


(As inserted on December 18, ASi2) 


SECTION 11-1. Signs in Residential Districts. In any 
residential district there shall not be any sign except as follows: 
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(a) One sign, not exceeding two square feet in total area, 
attached to the building or on a rod or post not more than 
four feet high and at least three feet in from the street line, 
and stating only the street number or name of the occupant 
or occupants of the lot, or both, except that in an H district 
such sign may also identify the business of a professional 
person, as defined by Use Item No. 39 of Section 8-7. 


(b) One bulletin or announcement board, name sign or 
entrance marker for each church or institution not exceeding 
twenty square feet in area, except that if the street frontage 
of such church or institution exceeds one hundred feet, one 
such sign for each hundred feet computed to the nearest 
hundred but in no event more than three such signs for each 
church or institution. 


(c) One ‘‘For Sale”’ or ‘‘For Rent’’ sign, not exceeding eight 
square feet in area, advertising the property on which such 
sign is located. 


(d) One building contractor’s or developer’s sign, not ex- 
ceeding thirty-two square feet in total area, on a lot where a 
building is actually under construction. 


(e) One sign not exceeding twenty square feet per entrance 
to a tract of land divided into building lots. 


+(f) One sign, accessory to a nonconforming use, which conforms 


with Section 11-2, provided, however, that the area of said sign 
does not exceed one-half of the area allowed in non-residential 
districts under said section. 


(FAs inserted on April 11, 1973) 
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ate 


4(g) Official public notices and notices posted by public 
officers in performance of their duties. 


+(h) Government signs for the control of traffic and other 
regulatory purposes, street signs, danger signs; railroad crossing 
Signs, signs indicating transit stops or entrances to transit or 
railroad stations; and signs of public service companies 
indicating danger or aids to service and safety. 


+(i) Temporary display posters, without independent structural 
Support, in connection with political Campaigns and with 
noncommercial civic, health, Safety and welfare campaigns, 
Provided such posters are removed within 30 days following the 
conclusion of such campaign; temporary displays of a patriotic, 
religious, charitable or civic nature. 


t(j) Legal display of flags, emblems and insignia of any nation or 
political subdivision. 


+(k) Historical or scenic markers approved by a recognized 
historical or conservation agency. 


(FAs inserted on February 20, 1975) 


SECTION 11-2. On-Premise Signs in all Other Districts. In all other 
districts, there shall not be any on-premise sign except as follows: 


(a) Signs allowed in residential districts. 


¢(b) A wall sign attached parallel to a building which projects no 
more than fifteen inches from the building surface, provided that 
the top of such sign is no higher than whichever of the following 
is lowest: (i) twenty-five feet above grade; (ii) the top of the sills 
of the first level of windows above the first story; or (ili) the 
lowest point of the roof surface, except in the case of a 
one-story building with a continuous horizontal! parapet, the top 
of said parapet. 


(fAs amended July 9, 1973 and November 30, 1973) 
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11-2 


¢(c) A permanent non-illuminated sign on the inside of the 
glass of a window, provided that the total area of the sign 
does not exceed thirty percent of the total glass area of 
windows appurtenant to the use to which the sign is 
accessory, and provided that signs on ground floor windows 
be included in calculating the total area of signs on a sign 
frontage. 


({As amended on April 11, 1973) 


+(d) A sign attached at right angles to a building, provided 
that such sign has no more than two faces and (i) there is 
no more than one such sign for each entrance door to a 
business establishment; (ii) it projects no more than six feet, 
plus a reasonable allowance for field fastening, from the 
building; (iii) the sign advertises a use which occupies at 
least 18 feet of sign frontage; (iv) the bottom of the sign is 
at least ten feet from grade and its top is no higher than 
whichever of the following is lowest: twenty-five 

feet above grade; the top of the sills of the first level of 
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11-2 


windows above the first Story; or the lowest point of the 
roof surface, except in the case of a one-story building 

with a continuous horizontal parapet, the top of said 
Parapet; (v) the area of the sign shall not exceed twenty-four 
Square feet on either side, excepting that an additional 

ten square feet on each face is allowed for a sign which 
incorporates a public service message device such as a 
time and temperature Sign; (vi) there are no exposed guy 
wires or turnbuckles. 


(f{As amended on April 11, 1973, July 9, 1973, 
November 30, 1973 and June 1, 1974.) 


$(e) One free standing Sign, except in a B-2, B-3-65, B-4, 

B-8, B-8-120, B-10 or B-10-155 district, provided that such sign 
has no more than two faces and (i) if there is one use, as 
defined by Article 8, on the lot, the area of each face does 
not exceed sixty-five Square feet and the top of such sign 

is no higher than twenty-five feet above grade; or (ii) if there 
are two Or more such uses on the lot, the area of each face 
does not exceed one hundred twenty-five square feet and the 
top of such sign does not exceed thirty feet above grade; 
excepting, however, that a lot with a street line or lines of 
two hundred or more feet may have two free standing signs, 
or a single sign which is two times the area otherwise permitted. 


(ftAs amended on September 27, 1973, June 7, 1974, and 
October 31, 1980) 


(f) Temporary signs pertaining to special sales or events 
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11-2 


lasting more than fifteen days may be affixed to windows 
provided that their total area does not exceed thirty percent 
of the window. No permit is required for such temporary 
sign or signs. 


(g) Directional signs necessary for public safety and con- 
venience which do not exceed twelve square feet per face 
and which bear no advertising. Such signs are not counted 
in computing total sign area allowed by this section. 


(h) A sign painted on or attached to the face of, but not 
extending above, a canopy or marquee, or a sign attached 
to the underside of a canopy or marquee. 


(i) A sign painted on or attached to an awning. 


A sign may bear lettering to indicate the street number, the 
name and kind of business, service or facility conducted on the 
premises, the year the business was established, a slogan, hours of 
operation, time and temperature, and lettering which is part of a 
trade mark. 
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The registered trade mark of a specific commodity may occupy 
no more than twenty-five percent of the area of a sign, except that 
if the sale of said commodity is the major business conducted on the 
premises, there shall be no such restriction. 


$Except in an adult entertainment district, signs shall be lighted 
only by any continuous light, except that a warning sign or a sign 
illuminated to show time and temperature may have intermittent 
illumination. Signs shall remain stationary. 


({As amended on November 27, 1974) 


+No support for a sign shall extend above the cornice line of 
a building to which it is attached. 


(tAs amended on April 11, 1973) 


+The total area’” in square feet of all permanent signs on a 
sign frontage, except for signs on windows above the first floor, free 
standing signs, directional signs and public purpose signs listed in 
items (g) through (k) inclusive of Section 11-1, shall not exceed: 


Average Distance of Sign From Sign Frontage” 
Center Line of Abutting Street Multiplied by 
0-99 en 
100-399 4 
400 and over 5 


*Excepting that a use with less than twenty-five feet of sign 
frontage may have a maximum of fifty square feet of permanent signs. 


See section 2-1 (40) and (41D). 


({As amended on April 11, 1973, July 9, 1973, and 
February 20, 1975) 
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The distance of a sign on or under a canopy, marquee or awning 
from the center line of an abutting street shall be construed to be the 
same as if such sign were attached to the building to which the said 
Canopy, marquee or awning is attached. 


If the first floor of a building is substantially above street grade 
and the basement is only partially below street grade, separate 
occupants of each level may each have one-half the square feet of . 
signage to which a use would be entitled if it were a single ground 
floor use. 


If a building fronts on two or more streets, the sign area of 
each street frontage shall be computed separately. 


+The height and area of signs on a sign frontage may exceed 


the limits established by this section, provided that a comprehensive 
sign design, as defined by (41C) of Section 2-1, for said sign 
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frontage is certified by the Urban Design Department of the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority to be a complementary and harmonious 
synthesis of signs and architectural features. 


(fAs inserted April 11, 1973 and amended on June 7, 1974.) 


tSection 11-3. Signs in Licensed Parking Lots. In the 
interest of public safety and convenience, there shall not be any 
Sign in a parking lot, Use Item 58 of Section 8-7, in any district, 
except: (1) one sign per parking lot entrance which shall bear 
thereon in fifty percent or more of its total sign area a blue rec- 
tangle with a white letter “P” in sans serif gothic type face, the 
letter “P” being not less than fifty percent of the area of that blue 
rectangle, (2) a sign bearing only that information and at that 
location required by the Traffic and Parking Department in its 
Rules Regulating Open-Air Parking Spaces, and (3) directional signs. 


The area of the sign containing the “P” shall not excéed 
twenty-four square feet on each face; it may have only two faces 
and shall not exceed a height of 25 feet above grade; it may be 
free standing or attached to a building. 


(fAs amended on April 11, 1973) 
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tSECTION 11-4. Signs on Parking Garages. In the interest 
of public safety and convenience, there shall not be any sign on 
a parking garage, Use Item 59 of Section 8-7, in any district, 
except: (1) at each vehicular entrance, one sign attached at 
right angles to the building which shall bear thereon in fifty per- 
cent or more of its total sign area a blue rectangle with a white 
letter “P” in sans serif gothic type face, the letter ‘““P” being 
not less than fifty percent of the area of that blue rectangle, (2) 
at each vehicular entrance, one optional sign directly above, 
and the exact full width of, that entrance, and not to exceed 
two feet in height, (3) a sign bearing only that information and 
at that location as may be required by the Traffic and Parking 
Department, and (4) directional signs. 

The area of the sign containing the “P” shall not exceed 
twenty-four Square feet on each face; it may have only two 
faces and shall not exceed a height of twenty-five feet above 
grade. 


(tAs amended July 9, 1973) 
+SECTION 11-5. Alteration, Repair and Replacement of 


On-Premise Signs. Except for copy changes on signs with 
changeable letter panels, no sign shall be reconstructed, 
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extended, changed Structurally or in content or replaced except 
in accordance with this Article. A Sign which does not conform 
with this Article may be repaired provided that the cost of the 
repair does not exceed thirty-five percent of the replacement cost 
of the entire sign, except that an electric time and temperature 
sign which is an integral part of anonconforming sign may be 
repaired or replaced with no restriction on the cost of the repair 
or replacement. 


(f{As amended July 9, 1973). 


FSECTION 11-6. Signs Subject to Other Regulations. 
Billboards, signboards and other advertising subject to 
Sections 29 to 33, inclusive, of Chapter 93 of the General Laws 
as now in force or hereafter amended are allowed in L, B, M, | 
and W districts; provided that whenever any part of alotina 
L district is directly across a street from any part of alotina 
S, R, or H district, and whenever a lot ina L district abuts a lot 
inaS, R, or H district, the aggregate area of all signs on the 
lot in the L district which face toward, and are open to 
view from, the lot in the S, RorH district shall not exceed 
whichever of the following allows the greater area: 


(1) 10% of the area of the wall Substantially parallel to such lot 
line, or 


ipa 


19-7, 148, 12-1 


(2) one square foot for each foot in the length of such lot line. 
(t{As amended April 11,1973) 


SECTION 11-7. Signs in Urban Renewal Project Areas. 
In an urban renewal project area, there shail not be any sign 
which does not comply with this Article and with the urban 
renewal plan for such project area. 


SECTION 11-8. Conditional Sign Permits. The Board of 
Appeal may grant conditional use permits in accordance with 
the procedure set out in Article 6 allowing signs other than 
those permitted by this regulation where the particular use or 
location justifies such exceptional treatment. 


ARTICLE 12 
TRANSITION ZONING 
SECTION 12-1. Lots in Two Districts. Where a district 


boundary line divides a lot in single ownership of record at 
the time this code becomes effective, the uses allowed and the 
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other regulations in this code applying to the less restricted 


portion of the lot shall be considered as extending to so much 


of the remainder of the !ot as is within thirty feet of said dis- 
trict boundary line, and the uses and other regulations so 


extended shall be deemed to be conforming so long as the land 


to which they are extended shali remain part of said lot. 


SECTION 12-2. Lots in Residential District Adjacent 
to Business or Industrial District. Where a lot ina Sor R 
district abuts the sideline of a lot ina L, B, M, | or W 
district, the part of such S or R lot within fifty feet of the 
district boundary may be used as if it were in the next less 
restricted residential zone, provided that the height, area, 
and yard restrictions of the district in which it is located 
are met. If after public notice and hearing and subject to 
the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4 the Board of 
Appeal grants permission therefor, the part of any structure 
within such fifty feet may be used for professional offices, 
Private Clinics, insurance, institutional and real estate offices, 
and other semi-commercial uses, provided in all cases that 


the height, area, and yard regulations of the district in which . 


such structure is located are met. 
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SECTION 12-3. Lots in Business or Industrial Districts 
Adjacent to Residential District. Where a lot in a business or 
industrial district abuts a lot in a residential district, the lot 
in the L, B, M, | or W district shall have along each line 
abutting a residential district a yard equal in width or depth 
to that required in the residential district. Where land on one 
side of a street between two intersecting streets is zoned partly 
as residential and partly as business or industrial, the front 
yard depth in so much of the L, B, M, | or W district as lies 
within one hundred feet (measured along the street line) from 
the boundary line dividing the two districts shall be equal 
to the front yard depth required by this code in the S, R or 
H district. 


ARTICLE 13 
DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 13-1. Dimensional Regulations. Minimum lot 
size, minimum lot area per dwelling unit, minimum lot width, 


minimum height of buildings, minimum usable open space per 
dwelling unit, minimum front yard depth, minimum side yard 
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width, minimum rear yard depth, minimum setback distance of 
parapet from any lot line, and maximum per cent of rear yard 
occupied by accessory buildings for each class of use shall, 
subject to the provisions of this Article and Articles 14 to 23 
inclusive, be as specified in the following table: 


115 


13-1 


TABLE B 


LOCAL 
BUSINESS 
DISTRICTS 


RESIDENCE DISTRICTS 


sasn |1e so 


oz 
Sh Pa) 


(G)euou asn uayi0 


il +H (€) (€) But_ lamp Auy 


sasn [[e& voy 02 
g _|64q~ + OF (g)auou asn uayi0 
ied (€) (€) But [amp Auy 


2@uou (2)02 (G)auou asn 43ay30 
euou (€) (€) Butt [amp Auy 


auoUu (G)auo0u asn sayi0 
auou (€) But, Lamp Auy 


€T)euou 
€T)euou auou 


asn uayi0 
But, amp Auy G-H 


9@u0Uu 3U0U 
9u0Uu 9u0Uu 


asn 4w3yi0 
But_ Lamp Auy v-H 


92u0Uu 
9uoUu 


asn swayzO 
BuL| Lemp Auy €-H 


9u0Uu 
9uoUu 


9u0Uu 
9u0Uu 


(6)S9 - 
(6)S9 - 


asn 4u9yy0 
But|_amp Auy = Gg-¢-H 


9uoUu 
9u0Uu 9u0Uu 


9u0Uu 
@u0Uu 


3u0uU 
euou 


asp 49yi0 
But{ Lamp Auy Z-H 


9u0uU 
9uoUu 


9guou 
9uoU 


59 ZL 
S9 fé 


asn 43yyQ 
Butttamp Auy = Gg-z-H 


9u0Uu 
9uoUu 


9u0Uu 
9uoUu 


Sv = 
Sv > 


asn Jay 30 
But{ Lemp Auy Gt-2-H 


sasn [Le auou 000‘T 000°S asn 49430 
auou 000‘T 000‘S But[ [amp 4ayjo Auy 
11 +H auou auou 00S ‘T 000*2 mou AL Lwes Z BT T-H 


sasn [Le (1T)0S - 000‘T 000‘S asn 4aui9 
(TL)0S = 000‘T 000‘S But[ [amp sayzo Auy 
i1+H (11)0S - 00S ‘T 000‘z mos AL Lwes Z YT OG-T-H 


sesn [Le (1T)0v v 000‘T 000‘S asn uayi0 
(11) 0b v 000‘T 000‘S BuLL Lamp uayzo Auy 
(11) 0b b 00S ‘T 000‘2 mou AL LweJ, Z BT Ov-T-H 


GE € 00S‘T 000°S esn 49430 
SE o 00S ‘T 000‘S Bul_ Lamp 4ayzo Auy 
SE € 000*2 000‘€ moa AL wes Z RT 8°-4y 


SE 
Se é 
Se 42 


000‘S 
sauoe Z 
000‘S 


000‘¢ 
(2)000‘€ 
o00‘€ 


asn 43y40 
BuL[ Lemp uayzo Auy 
peyseyop “we, Z PT G°-Y 


Se 
SE % 


000‘9 
0009 


000‘ r 
auouU 


asn 4ay yo 
peysezep Ai lwey T Gu=5 


SE 
GE 32 


000°6 
000‘6 


000‘9 
auou 


asn 4ayy0 
peysezep AL iwey T ta—5 


(tT) 


sButpling | aut, yo, wou yao, yao, 7904 |yLUN “||, amp yaa, SAL40}S qlun “| Lamp 

Asossaooe goueysip yydap YYPLA yydap Jad ‘yy "bs wnwtxew wnwixew L,ppe yoea 

Aq ~dno30 wnwtu lw WAWLU LW} WnWeuLw } wnwtu Lu wnw Lu lLw OILWY 904 4oj “zy "bs "qs °bs ISN 40 AdAL LOTYLSIO 
% WNW Lx ew Lidvawd GuvA davA GYvVA | JOVdS N3d0 SONIGTING vauv wnwtu Lu WNW LU Lu wnw tu Lu 

OUVA Yay 4O XOWELAS uviu JaIs LNOU4 Jd1avsn 4O LHOISH yOO14S | HLGIM 101} Way 107 SZISSLOo 


SNOILV1NS3Y IVWNOISNANIG -€ ATEVLF 


115a 


TABLE B 


INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 


GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICTS 


(2861 ‘91 eunr pue ‘1g61 ‘oz IsNBny pue gi aune ‘ogél ‘LE 4990190 ‘6261 ‘11 [dy pure 'gz Aeniqes ‘2/61 ‘2 Aine “bZ6L ‘Zz 480190 ‘E261 ‘Zz sequiaydas pue 6 Aine ‘2261 ‘Oz YOJeW ‘1261 ‘ZL Aueniqe4 ‘2961 ‘pL Judy Uo pepuawe syt 


) 


; ‘paiaieq =~ (g) 
Z-81 UON}OeS Osje gag (p1) ‘G-02 uOH}DEg Bag (Z) 
‘UaPIED dIIGNd ay} pue UOWWOD UO}sog ‘p-OzZuoIOaS ees ( 

PUNO JY} $}BO4)S JO 199) OL UIYJIM SBuIPIING 40) syWUI] JYBIaY 40j 9-91 UONI9eg ees (¢1) '§-61 uoNoeg eag ~—(g) 

*G-9| UOl|Dag eas a “p-6L UDINE JaYYNy aeg ‘aul jo} 

‘p-QLuoNoes eas (1 PIS 84} O} (Ja}/B4ed JO .Sp UIYIM JO) Ja|Jered |}eM aU) Jo YIBuUE] ay} Jo YJalJUaM) aUO snjd jee) UA 

‘Bl PUB 1-8} SUO}DaS Os|e Bag ‘Bulpueysy}IMjOU 1-8} UONDaS ‘pueA JUOY e OJUI apNJjOUd AeW na PEL jouseeees 2 
Ig UONO@S Ul PaUap se ‘mopuIM Aeq y °S}9@J}S YINOS-YUOU UO aUOU ‘s}8aJ}S JSAM-JSB9 UO JO9}0Z (QL) “SUN BulljaMp O€ ISJy 40) BALE JO] /EUOIIPpe ON (2) 


"S8INJONJ\S BPOD-a1d 10} SuO!einBai 410} Z-9| UONOeS aag (6) ‘pepasoxe aq AewW oles Bae J00|) WNWIXeW 94) BI@YM SASPd JO} p-G| uonoag aeg (| 


‘pailnba s! yoeq}es OU Yo!IYM mojag JYBIey ey) eaoge U)bus} jseyeal6 ye 8Ul] JO] 0} jaj/esed peinseew ‘aul) jo] 0} (jafesed jo oGp UIY}IM JO) Jaljesed |}em Jo yy6ue7 = 14 
‘pauinba s| yoeqyes ou Yyo!ym Mojaq JYyBiay ay} eroge Buipjing jo jyBiey = H 


“@Ul| JO} 0} jaj/esed painseew ‘aul jo} 0} (ja|;ered Jo >Sp UIYIM JO) jajyesed jem jo yyBue7 = 7 shay 


segsn [Le sol 


eeUren 
naletatd 


(Z + OT 


(€) 


oz 
7 (G)auou 


(€) 


(€T )auou 
(€T)euou 


asn 4ayi9 


(292 + OL 
02 


9uoUu 
auoUu 


(G)euou 


(€) 


02T 
0eT 


asn sayi9 
But|{ Lamp Auy 


sasn [Le uo 
9 


it ease tal 


(82 4 0T 


7 (g)auou 


(€) 


asn uayi9 


sasn [|e soy 


(6) == 


(Z + OT 


(€) 


0z 
5 


(g)auou asn uayi0 


(€) 


sasn [Le 


(2% + OL 
(€) 


(G)auou 


(€) 


asn 4ayy0 


i] 


asn uayy9 


sosn e 
tk (192 + OL 


(€) 


(g)eu0u 


(€) 


id 


Butt Lemp Auy O.-d 


auou G (¢)euou SST asn 4ayi0O 
(21) S (€) (2T)SST ButtLamp Auy GsT-ot-g 
sasn [Le wos 02 
Z (L)5 haat) Se (g)auou (€T)euou asn 4940 
ea (€) te) (€T)euou Buittamp Auy 8-9 


O021T-8-9 


BuLL Lamp Auy v-d 


ButL Lamp Auy G9-€-9 


Butt Lamp Auy z-9 


Bul{ {emp Auy T-d 


115b 


13-2, 13-3, 13-4 


SECTION 13-2. Lot Area or Yards Required. In computing 
the area of a lot or the dimensions of the yards required for any 
building or use, there shall not be included any land which was 
used to meet the minimum area or minimum yard space required 
by law for any other building or use at the time of its erection 
or inception, and which would be required to meet the require- 
ments of this code for such other building or use. This prohibition 
shall apply whether or not such land is still in the same ownership 
as when it was used as aforesaid. 


SECTION 13-3. Nonconformity as to Dimensional 
Requirements. A building or use existing on the effective date 
of this code and not conforming to the applicable dimensional 
requirements specified in other provisions of this Article and 
Articles 14 to 23, inclusive, may nevertheless be altered or 
enlarged, provided that such nonconformity is not increased and 
that any enlargement itself conforms to such dimensional 
requirements. 


+SECTION 13-4. Dwellings in Business Districts. Any 


dwelling in an L district or B district shall conform to the lot 
area, usable open space, and yard requirements for the nearest 
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S, R or H district; provided, however, that any dwelling in 

a B-8 or B-10 district shall conform to the lot area, usable 
open space and yard requirements for the least restricted 
residence district. 


(f{As amended on April 14, 1967) 


SECTION 13-5. (Inserted on September 7, 1967, and 
repealed on July 2, 1968) 


ARTICLE 14 
LOT SIZE, AREA AND WIDTH 


SECTION 14-1. Minimum Lot Size. Where a minimum lot 
size is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, no main build- 
ing shall be erected, nor main use established, on any lot 
for which such size is specified, if such lot is of lesser 
size, except as provided in Section 14-6. (Illustrated in 
Appendix 2) 


#SECTION 14-2. Lot Area per Dwelling Unit, etc. Where 


a minimum lot area for each additional dwelling unit is 
specified in Table B of Section 13-1, the minimum lot area 


117 


13-5, 14-1, 14-2 


14-3 


for the first dwelling unit on the lot shall be the minimum lot 
size; and the minimum additional lot area for each additional 
dwelling unit thereon shall be the minimum lot area for each 
additional dwelling unit specified in said Table B. For 
residential structures not divided into dwelling units, each two 
sleeping rooms for single or double occupancy and each four 
beds in sleeping rooms that contain beds for more than two 
persons shall be deemed to constitute one dwelling unit; pro- 
vided that each two hospital beds shall be deemed to constitute 
one such unit; and further provided that a limited group care 
residence as defined in clause (22B) of Section 2-1 shall be 
deemed to constitute one dwelling unit for purposes of this ar- 
ticle. For non-residential structures, and for structures 

where non-residential uses are combined with residential uses, 
each fifteen hundred square feet of gross floor space devoted 
to non-residential uses shall be deemed to constitute one dwell- 
ing unit. 


(tAs amended on August 10, 1979) 
+SECTION 14-3. Lot Width. Where a minimum lot width is spec- 
ified in Table B of Section 13-1, no main building shall be 


erected on that part of a lot where the lot width is less than 
that specified in said Table B, except as provided in Section 1446. 


(tAs amended on April 14, 1967) 
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SECTION 14-4. Lot Frontage. Where a minimum lot width 
is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, each lot for which such 
minimum lot width is specified shall have a minimum frontage on 
a Street not less than the width so specified, except as follows: 


(a) Where such a lot fronts on the outer curve of a curved 
Street, the frontage of such lot on such street may be 
less than the width so specified, provided that the width 
of such lot at the minimum front yard depth required by 
Article 18 is not less than the minimum lot width so 
specified. 


(b) Where a lot is located to the rear of another lot or 
lots, there shall be an unobstructed access to the rear 
lot from a street over land that is not part of any other 
lot. So much of such access as has a width less than 
the minimum lot width specified for the rear lot in 
Table B of Section 13-1 shall not be included in meeting 
the requirements of Sections 14-1 and 14-2 with respect 
to the area of the rear lot, or the requirements of 
Articles 17, 18, 19 and 20 with respect to the open 
Spaces and front, side and rear yards of the rear lot. 
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If there are dwelling units on the rear lot, the minimum 
width and street frontage of such access shall be: 


20 feet where the rear lot has less than 4 such units, 

30 feet where the rear lot has less than 8, but more than 
3, such units 

40 feet where the rear lot has less than 13, but more than 
7, such units, and 

50 feet where the rear lot has more than 12 such units. 


(I/lustrated in Appendix 2) 


SECTION 14-5. Building on Rear of a Lot. (a) If in any 
S, R or H district a main building is on the same lot as, and to 
the rear of, another main building, there shall be an unobstructed 
access to such rear building from a street, the width and street 
frontage of which access shall not be less than five feet. 


(b) if there are dwelling units in such rear building, the minimum 
width and street frontage of such access shall be: 15 feet where 
such building has less than three such units, 25 feet where such 
building has more than 2, but less than 8, such units, 40 feet 

where such building has more than 7, but less than 13, such 

units, and 50 feet where such building has more than 12 such units. 
The access required by this paragraph (b) shall not be within any 


120 


146 


side yard required by this code for the front building, and shall 
not be included in meeting the lot area requirements of this code 
for either building. 


(c) Where in a residential district a dwelling designed for 
occupancy or occupied by one or more families is on the same » 
lot as, and to the rear of, another main building; the distance 
between such dwelling and such main building shall be not less 
than twice the minimum rear yard depth required by this code 
for such main building; and the requirements of this code with 
respect to lot size, open space, and front, rear and side yards 
shall apply as if such dwelling were on a separate lot. 


SECTION 14-6. Exceptions. If the requirements of this 
code with respect to open space and to front, rear and side 
yards are met, the provisions of Sections 14-1 and 14-3 shall 
not prevent the construction, reconstruction or alteration of 
a single family dwelling on any lot assessed as a separate parcel 
or in separate ownership of record (by plan or deed) at the time 
this code takes effect; provided, however, that the foregoing 
provisions of this section shall not apply to any two or more 
contiguous lots in a single ownership at or subsequent to said 
time where a redivision could create one or more lots meeting 
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the requirements of Sections 14-1 and 14-3 except that, if the 
Board of Appeal determines that such a redivision cannot 
reasonably be made without creating or continuing one or more 
lots not meeting such requirements, said Board may grant 
permission for the construction of a single family dwelling on a 
lot not meeting such requirements except that said Board shall 
not grant such permission for (1) any lot not meeting three 
fourths of the requirements of Section 14-1 unless more than 
one half of the lots within the same block have buildings 
erected thereon and do not meet three fourths of such require- 
ments, or (2) any lot not meeting three fourths of the require- 
ments of Section 14-3 unless more than one half of the lots 
within the same block have buildings erected thereon and do 
not meet three fourths of such requirements. 


ARTICLE 15 
BUILDING BULK 
SECTION 15-1. Floor Area Ratio. Except as otherwise 


provided in this Article, the ratio which the gross floor area 
of all structures on a lot exclusive of floor area required to 
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meet the off-street parking requirements of this code bears to 
the area of the lot shall not exceed the maximum floor area 
ratio specified in Table B of Section 13-1. In calculating the 
area of the lot for the purpose of this Section, the following 
Parts of the lot shall be excluded: (a) every part required by 
any other structure or use to comply with any requirement of 
this code, and (b) every part the ownership of which is trans- 
ferred subsequent to the effective date of this code if such 
part is required for compliance with the provisions of 
Articles 13 to 22 inclusive, applicable to the lot from which 
such transfer is made. (Illustrated in Appendix 2) 


SECTION 15-2. Repealed on September 27, 1973. 
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15-3, 15-4 


SECTION 15-3. Repealed on July 7, 1977. 


tSECTION 15-4. Increase in Floor Area Ratio for Large Lots 
in H-5 Districts. (a) The maximum floor area ratio specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1 shall be increased by 1.0 in the case of a 
lot in an H-5 district containing twelve thousand or more, but less 
than twenty thousand, square feet. (b) The maximum floor area ratio 
specified in Table B of Section 13-1 shall be increased by 2.0 in 
the case of a lot in an H-5 district containing twenty thousand 
square feet or more. 


(tAs amended on July 7, 1977) 
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SECTION 15-5. Repealed on July 7, 1977. 


SECTION 15-6. Special Floor Area Ratio Provisions 
for Regulated Projects. In the case of a lot in a B-8 or a B-10 
district constituting part of a project under Chapter 121, or 
Chapter 121A, of the General Laws for the development or re- 
development of five or more acres of land, the floor area ratio 
may exceed the maximum floor area ratio specified in Table B of 
Section 13-1; provided that if so much of the district as con- 
stitutes part of such project is taken as one lot, the floor area 
ratio does not exceed such maximum. 
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ARTICLE 16 
HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS 


SECTION 16-1. Maximum Height of Buildings. Where a 
maximum height of buildings is specified in Table B of Section 
13-1, no building or part of a building in a district, and devoted 
to a use, specified, shall exceed the number of stories or feet in 
height so specified except as provided in Sections 16-2 and 16-3. 


SECTION 16-2. Exceptions. The provisions of Section 16-1 
shall not apply to belfries, cupolas, domes, monuments, church 
spires, water towers, observation towers, radio towers, trans- 
mission towers, windmills, chimneys, smokestacks, silos, derricks, 
conveyors, masts, flag poles, aerials, elevator headhouses, water 
tanks, monitors, signs or other structures normally built above 
the roof and not devoted to human occupancy, but such structures 
shall be erected only to such heights, and cover only such areas, 
as are necessary to accomplish the purpose they are intended to 
serve. 


SECTION 16-3. Exceptions Adjoining Nonconforming Structures. 
Wherever, other than in an H-2-45, H-3-65 or B-3-65 district, a legally existing 
Structure not excepted under Section 16-2 exceeds the height limit specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1, on a lot in the same district as, and adjoining, the lot 
on which such legally existing structure is located a structure may be built to a 
height greater than said height limit, but shall not project above a line drawn 
between the highest point of said legally existing structure and any point at the 
height limit whose distance from said highest point is three times the height of 
said highest point above the height limit. 


({As amended on October 31, 1980, and June 16, 1982) 


(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 
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FSECTION 16-4. Height of Buildings in H-1-40 and H-1-50 
Districts. The Board of Appeal may, after public notice 
and hearing and subject to the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 
and 6-4, grant permission for a building to exceed the 
maximum height specified for H-1-40 and H-1-50 districts by 
Table B of Section 13-1, provided that said Board of Appeal 
finds that such height will not have a detrimental effect on 
the neighborhood, and that the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority has recommended approval. 


(fAs inserted on March 20, 1972 and 
amended on February 28, 1979.) 


FSECTION 16-5. Exceptions in a B-10-155 District. 
In a B-10-155 district, the height of a building may exceed 
155 feet provided that: (1) such height does not exceed 
200 feet, (2) that the portion of the building in excess of 
155 feet in height is no more than 100 feet froma side 
Street which intersects the street on which the building 
fronts, (3) that all stories above 155 feet are for residential 
use, (4) that above 155 feet, the front wall and parapet are 
set back a minimum of 35 feet from the front lot line, 
(5) that 0.7 off-street parking space is provided for each 
dwelling unit, and (6) that access to off-street parking and 
off-street loading bays is from the rear of the lot. 


(fAs inserted on September 27, 1973.) 
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SECTION 16-6. Height of Structures within One Hundred 
Feet of Streets that Bound Boston Common or the Public Garden. 
Any building or portion thereof within one hundred feet of the 
nearest street line of any street described below shall not exceed 
the height specified for such street as follows: 


a. Park Steet: 65 feet maximum height. 


b. Tremont Street from Hamilton Place to West Street: 125 feet 
maximum height. 


c. Tremont Street from West Street to Boylston Street: 155 
feet maximum height. 


d. Boylston Street from Tamworth Street to Park Square: 130 
feet maximum height. 


e. Boylston Street from Park Square to the westerly sideline of 
Hadassah Way, to a depth of 75 feet from Boylston Street: 
130 feet maximum height; beyond said depth of 75 feet: 155 
feet maximum height. 


f. South side of Boyiston Street from the westerly sideline of 
Hadassah Way to a point 100 feet west of Arlington Street, 
to a depth of 50 feet from Boylston Street: 85 feet maximum 
height; beyond said depth of 50 feet: 130 feet maximum 
height. 


g. Arlington Street, from Newbury Street to Commonwealth 
Avenue: 155 feet maximum height at parapet line; height to 
top of roof may be 185 feet, provided that the portion of the 
building above 155 feet is set back a minimum of 20 feet from 
any parapet line facing a street more than 25 feet wide. 


(tAs inserted on July 7, 1977) 
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+SECTION 16-7. Increase in Height of pre-Code Structures 
in H-3-65 and B-3-65 Districts. In an H-3-65 or B-3-65 
district, the height of a structure existing on December 31, 
1964, shall not be increased by more than one story nor 
more than 10 feet above its pre-Code height, nor shall 
the total height of such structure exceed the height 
limit specified in Table B of Section 13-1. Such additional 
Story and all mechanical equipment shall be set back from 
the tops of the front and rear walls of the story below 
it by one-half foot for each foot in height above said 
tops of front and rear walls. 


(As inserted on October 31, 1980, and amended on 
June 18 and August 20, 1981) 


FSECTION 16-8. Restricted Roof Structure District. In a restricted 
roof structure district, no roofed structure designed or used for 
human occupancy, access (except as allowed in paragraph below) or storage 
shall be erected or enlarged on the roof of an existing residential building, or 
on the roof of a building not in residential use but originally built as a 
residential building, if such construction relocates or alters the profile and/or 
configuration of the roof or mansard, unless, after public notice and hearing 
and subject to Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the Board of 
Appeal grants permission therefor. In reaching its decision, said Board shall 
consider whether such roof structure has the potential of damaging the 
uniformity of height or architectural character of the immediate vicinity. 


An open roof deck may be erected on the main roof of a building 
with a flat roof or a roof with a slope of less than five degrees 
providing that (a) such deck is less than one foot above the highest 
point of such roof; (b) the total height of the building, including 
such deck, does not exceed the maximum height specified in Table B 
of Section 13-1; and (c) access is by roof hatch or bulkhead no 
more than thirty inches in height above such deck unless, after 
public notice and hearing and subject to Sections 6-2, 6-3, and 6-4, the 
Board of Appeal grants permission for a stairway headhouse; and (d) an ap- 
purtenant hand rail, balustrade, hatch or bulkhead is set back horizontally 
one foot for each foot of height of such structure, from a roof edge that faces 
a street more than twenty feet wide. 


($As inserted on June 18, 1981, and amended on August 
20, 1981) 
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tSECTION 16-7. increase in Height of pre-Code Structures 
in H-3-65 and B-3-65 Districts. In an H-3-65 or B-3-65 
district, the height of a structure existing on December 31, 
1964, shall not be increased by more than one story nor 
more than 10 feet above its pre-Code height, nor shall 
the total height of such structure exceed the height 
limit specified in Table B of Section 13-1. Such additional 
Story and all mechanical equipment shall be set back from 
the tops of the front and rear walls of the story below 
it by one-half foot for each foot in height above said 
tops of front and rear walls. 


({As inserted on October 31, 1980) 
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ARTICLE 17 


OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENT FOR RESIDENCES 


+SECTION 17-1. Minimum Usable Open Space. Where a 
minimum usable open space per dwelling unit is specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1, there shall be allotted and maintained 
for lawful outdoor uses other than off-street parking, on every 
lot within the district, and devoted to the use, specified, 
for each dwelling unit intended for family occupancy the minimum 
usable open space so specified, except that in H-2-65, H-3-65, 
H-3, H-4 and H-5 districts all or part of this requirement may be 
met by suitably designed and accessible Space on balconies of 
main buildings or on the roofs of wings of main buildings or on 
the roofs of accessory buildings. So much of the front, side 
and rear yards required by this code for the lot as iS not devoted 
to an accessory building or off-street parking or driveway 
Purposes shall be included in computing usable open space for 
the purposes of this article. 


(fAs amended on February 17, 1971, July 9, 1973, and October 31, 1980) 


SECTION 17-2. Exception for Residentiai Structures Designed 
for Transient Occupancy. The provisions of Section 17-1 shall not 
apply to hotels, motels, hospitals, dormitories or other residential 
Structures intended and designed primarily for transient occupancy. 
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ARTICLE 18 
FRONT YARDS 


+SECTION 18-1. Front Yard Requirements. Where a minimum 
depth of front yard is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, 
so much of every lot within the district specified, and devoted 
to the use specified, as lies between the street line (or, in 
the case of a rear lot, the rear line of the lot to the rear 
of which such rear lot is located) and a line inside the lot 
parallel to, and such minimum depth (or, in the case of lots 
to which Section 18-2 applies, the distance described therein) 
from, the street line (or, in the case of a rear lot, such rear 
line) is hereby required as a front yard within which no planting 
other than shade trees shall be maintained more than five feet 
above the average natural grade in such front yard and within 
which no structure shall be erected except fences and walls not 
over five feet in height above said average natural grade in such 
front yard and except also steps, terraces, open porches without 
roofs, and the like if not extending more than three feet above 
the floor of the first story, and except also signs that conform 
with Article 11. In a required front yard in an L or B district, 
no plaza, terrace or public access to a basement (other than 
required by the State Building Code) shall be below the grade of 
the nearest sidewalk unless, after public notice and hearing and 
subject to the provisions of Article 6, the Board of Appeal grants 
a permit therefor. See also Section 22-22A. 


(tAs amended on February 20, 1970, July 9, 1973, by two 
amendments, Oct. 22, 1974, and Feb. 14 and April 11, 1979) 


tSECTION 18-2. Conformity with Existing Building Alignment. If 
at any time in the same block as a lot required by Section 13-1 or 
13-4 to have a front yard there exist two or more buildings fronting 
on the same side of the same street as such lot, instead of the 
minimum depth specified in Table B of Section 13-1, the minimum 
depth of the front yard shall be the modal front yard depth, i.e., 
the distance between the street line and the face of the building 
which, as measured by lot widths along said street line, occurs 
mosi frequently. The method for making this calculation shall be 
as follows: 


1. For each developed lot on the same side of the same street 
the distance between the street line and the nearest building 
is measured. The measurement is rounded off to the nearest 
half foot if the said buildings are attached and to the 
nearest foot if the said buildings are detached. The width 
of each lot is then measured. These measurements may be 
scaled off from a reliable plan or map. 
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2. The widths of all lots with the same front yard depth are 
added up. 


3. The front yard depth with the largest total lot width is the 
minimum front yard depth for the block. If two or more 
front yard depths have equal lot widths, the one closest 
to the required front yard shall be the minimum front yard 
depth. 


In a block in which there is a uniform or dominant building line 
at the upper story level which differs from the modal front yard 
depth because of ground floor projections, no structure in excess 
of one story shall be built between the minimum front yard depth 
and the faces of abutting buildings at the upper story levels. 


(f{As amended on April 14, 1967, February 20, 1970, 
and October 22, 1974). 


(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 


SECTION 18-3. Traffic Visibility Across Corner. Whenever 
a front yard is required by Section 18-1 and the lot is a corner 
lot, no structure or planting interfering with traffic visibility 
across the corner or higher, in any event, than two and one-half 
feet above the curb of the abutting street shall be maintained 
within that part of the required front yard which is within the 
triangular area formed by the abutting side lines of the inter- 
secting streets and a line joining points on such lines thirty feet 
distant from their point of intersection. 


(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 
SECTION 18-4. Article Applicable Along All Street Lines. 
lf a lot abuts on more than one street, the provisions of this 


Article shall apply along every street line except as other- 
wise provided in Section 19-6. 
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SECTION 18-5. Front Wall of Building Not Parallel to 
Front Lot Line. If the front wall of a building is not parallel 
to the front lot line, but the average distance between such 
wall and such lot line is no less than the minimum front yard 
depth otherwise required by this Article, and the distance 
between such wall and such lot line is at no point less than 
three fourths of the minimum front yard depth so otherwise 
required, the requirements of this Article shall be deemed to 
be met. 


ARTICLE 19 
SIDE YARDS 


SECTION 19-1. Side Yard Requirements. Except as 
otherwise provided in this Article, where a minimum width 
of side yard is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, so much 
of every lot within the district, and devoted to the use, 
specified as lies between the lot line on one side of such lot 
and a line inside the lot parallel to, and such minimum width 
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from, such lot line, and also so much of every such lot as lies 
between the lot line on the other side of such lot and a line 
inside the lot parallel to, and such minimum width from, such 
lot line, are hereby required as side yards within which no 
planting other than shade trees shall be maintained more than 
six feet above the average natural grade in such yard and 
within which no structure shall be erected except: (a) fences 
and walls not over six feet in height above said average 
natural grade in such side yard, (b) steps, terraces, open 
porches without roofs and the like, if not extending more 
than three feet above the floor of the first story, (c) porches 
not over half the length of the side wall, ground story bays 
and open iron fire escapes, if not coming within three feet 

of any side lot line and not extending more than three and 

one half feet into the side yard, (d) other fire escapes, bays, 
balconies, chimneys and flues, if not coming within three 

feet of any side lot line and not extending into the side yard 
more than one third of the width of such yard nor more than 
three and one third feet in any event, (e) belt courses, leaders, 
sills, pilasters, lintels and ornamental features, if not coming 
within three feet of any side lot and not extending more 

than one foot into the side yard, and (f) cornices and gutters, 
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if not coming within three feet of any side lot line and not extend- 
ing more than two feet into the side yard. 


SECTION 19-2. Side Yards with Driveways. Except 
in S and R districts, no side yard in which there is a driveway 
providing access to off-street parking, or off-street loading, 
facilities required by this code shall be less than ten feet in 
width. 


SECTION 19-3. Accessory Garages and Other 
Accessory Buildings. In a S, R or H district, an accessory 
building may extend into a side yard but not for more than 
one third of the width of such side yard, except that no part 
of any such building nearer to the front street line than 
seventy-five feet or, if that be less, three fourths of the 
depth of the lot, shall extend into any side yard. 


(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 


t+SECTION 19-4. Side Yards in H Districts. Except as 
otherwise provided in Section 19-6, no side yard is required 
in an H district between the front yard required by this code 
and a line parallel thereto and seventy feet in the rear 
thereof; nor is any side yard required in an H district along 
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any part of a side lot line on which a building on the adjoining 

lot abuts between the rear yard required by this code and said 

line seventy feet in the rear of the front yard so required. When 
a side yard is required in an H district, in no event need such 

yard be wider than twenty feet. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967) 


+SECTION 19-5. Side Yards in L, B, M, | and W Districts. 
In L, B, M, | and W districts, no side yard is required except in 
the case of (a) a lot used for dwelling purposes, which shall have 
side yards as prescribed by Section 13-4, and (b) a lot with a 
side lot line abutting a S, R or H district, which shall have side 
yards as if it were in such abutting district. See also Section 
22-2A. 


(fAs amended on February 14, 1979) 
SECTION 19-6. Special Provisions for Corner Lots. 


(a) The front yard and front setback requirements of this code, 
and not the side yard requirements of this Article, shall apply to 
that part of a side lot line which is also a street line extending 
more than one hundred feet from the intersection of such line with 
another street. 


+(b) In any H district with the exception of an H-3-65 


district, the width of the side yard along a side lot line of 
a lot which is also a street line shall be one half the front 
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yard depth required by this code for the lot; and in all other 
districts, except B-3-65, B-8-120 and B-10-155 districts or 
unless no side yard is required, such width shall be one fifth 
of the width of the lot measured at the front yard line but not 
less than the side yard width specified for the lot in Table B 

of Section 13-1, except that such width need not be greater than 
the front yard depth required by this code for the lot; provided, 
however, that if in any district a side lot line of alot is alsoa 
street line and the rear lot line of such lot is the side lot line 

of a lot fronting on such street, the front yard requirements of 
this code applicable to such adjoining lot shall apply along so 
much of the side lot line of the lot as lies within thirty feet of 
the side lot line of the adjoining lot. 


({As amended on July 9, 1973, September 27, 1973, and 
October 31, 1980) 


(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 
¢(c) In H-3-65, B-3-65, B-8-120 and B-10-155 districts, 
regardless of the orientation of a building on a corner lot the 
minimum depth of yards abutting the east-west streets is 20 feet 
and no yards are required on north-south streets. 


(fAs inserted on July 9, 1973, and amended on September 
27, 1973, and October 31, 1980) 
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SECTION 19-7. Side Wail of Building Not Parallel to 
Side Lot Line. if the side wall of a building is not parallel 
to the side lot line nearest to it, but the average distance 
between such wall and such lot line is no less than the minimum 
Side yard width otherwise required by this Article. and the 
distance between such wall and such lot line is at no point less, 
in the case of a side lot line which is not also a street line, 
than three-fourths of the minimum side yard width so otherwise 
required, and in the case of a side lot line which is also a 
Street line, than one-half of the minimum side yard width so 
otherwise required, the requirements of this Article shall be 
deemed to be met. 


(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 


SECTION 19-8. Side Yards of Certain Narrow Lots. For 
each full foot by which a lot existing at the time this code 
takes effect is narrower than the minimum lot width specified 
for such lot in Table B of Section 13-1 or, if no minimum lot 
width is so specified, than fifty feet, one and one half inches 
Shall be deducted from the width otherwise required by this 
Article for each side yard thereof; provided that in no event 
Shall either side yard of any such lot ina S, Ror H district 
be less than eight feet wide, or in any other district less than 
six feet wide. 


(IIlustrated in Appendix 2) 
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ARTICLE 20. 
REAR YARDS 


SECTION 20-1. Rear Yard Requirements. Except as otherwise 
provided in this Article, where a minimum depth of rear yard is 
specified in Table B of Section 13-1, So much of every lot within 
the district, and devoted to the use, specified as lies between the 
rear lot line and a line inside the lot parallel to, and such 
minimum depth from, the rear lot line is hereby required as a rear 
yard within which no structure shall be erected. 


SECTION 20-2. Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings 
may be erected in a rear yard; provided that no such building is 
more than fifteen feet in height or nearer than four feet to any 
side lot line; and provided further, that in aS, R or H district 
the accessory buildings in any one rear yard shall not occupy in 
the aggregate a greater percentage of such rear yard than that 
specified in Table B of Section 13-1. 


SECTION 20-3. Projections into Rear Yards. Projections 
allowed by Section 19-1 into side yards may project the same 
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distance into rear yards but in no case within ten feet of a rear 
lot line or within eight feet of an accessory building. 


tSECTION 20-4. Rear Yards in H Districts. In an H district, 
other than an H-3-65 district, a lot with no side yard shall have a rear 
yard at least thirty feet deep; and a lot with side yards conforming to 
Section 19-4 need not have a rear yard deeper than twenty feet. 


(f{As amended on October 31, 1980) 


tSECTION 20-5. Rear Yards in L, B, M, | and W Districts. 
If a rear lot line in an L, B, M, | or W district abuts a 
S, R or H district, such lot shall have a rear yard ten feet 
deeper than the minimum depth of rear yard specified in Table B 
of Section 13-1; provided that such lot need not have a rear yard 
deeper than twenty feet. See also Section 22-2A. 


({As amended on February 14, 1979) 


SECTION 20-6. Rear Wall of Building Not Parallel to Rear 
Lot Line. If the rear wall of a building is not parallel to the 
rear lot line and the rear lot line is not also a street line, but 
the average distance between such wall and such lot line is no less 
than the minimum rear yard depth otherwise required by this Article, 
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and the distance between such wall and such lot line is at 
no point less than three fourths of the minimum rear yard 
depth so otherwise required, the requirements of this Article 
shall be deemed to be met. 


+SECTION 20-7. Rear Yards of Through Lots. The front 
yard requirements of this code, and not the rear yard require- 
ment of this Article, shall apply to that part of a rear yard 
which is also a street line except in the case of a rear yard 
which abuts a street less than twenty feet in width. 


(tAs amended on April 14, 1967, and July 9, 1973) 


SECTION 20-8. Rear Yards of Certain Shallow Lots. 
For each full foot by which a lot existing at the time this 
code takes effect is less than one hundred feet deep, six 
inches shall be deducted from the depth otherwise required 
by this Article for the rear yard thereof; provided that in 
no event shall the rear yard of any such lot be less than 
ten feet deep. 
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ARTICLE 21 
SETBACKS 


SECTION 21-1. Setback Requirements. Except as other- 
wise provided in this Article, where a minimum setback of 
parapet from lot line is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, 
neither the top line of the face of any wall of a structure 
within the district, and devoted to the use, specified, nor 
any cornice, eaves, parapet or other feature topping or 
overhanging such wall shall be closer to any lot line to which 
it is parallel or most nearly parallel than the distance 
specified in said Table B or, if such lot line abuts on a public 
open space or on one of two or more contiguous public open 
spaces, such distance minus whichever of the following is 
the lesser: (1) one half of the width of such open space or 
spaces, or (2) fifty feet. 


SECTION 21-2. Exceptions. (a) No setback is required 
in any event below whichever of the following is the lower: (1) the 
combined height of the first and any second story above the mean 
grade from which the height of the building is measured, or (2) 
twenty-five feet. 
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+(b) Subject to the provisions of Section 19-6, no setback 
from side lot lines or from side street lines of corner lots is 


required: 
Where Maximum Floor 
Below a Area Ratio Specified in 
Height of Table B is: 
40 ft. 1.0 
60 ft. 2.0 
70 ft. 3.0 
80 ft. 4.0 
90 ft. 5.0 
qT LOSte 8.0 
120 ft.T 10.0 


tExcept that in a B-10-155 district, no set back from a side lot 
jine is required. 


(tAs amended on September 27, 1973) 


(c) In the case of a lot in a district where no side yard is 
required by this code, if there is on either or both sides of 
such lot a lot with a building not conforming to the setback from 
side lot lines required by this code, no setback from side lot 
lines is required below a height midway between the height 
specified in paragraph (b) of this section and the height of the 
nonconforming building or, if there is a nonconforming building 
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On each side, the average height of the nonconforming buildings. 


SECTION 21-3. Setback Where Parapet Not Parallel to Lot 
Line. (a) If the lot line to which a parapet is most nearly parallel 
is a front lot line, and if the average distance between such 
parapet and such lot line is no less than the setback otherwise 
required by this Article, and if the distance between such parapet 
and such lot line is at no point less than three fourths of the 
setback so otherwise required, the requirements of this Article 
shall be deemed to be met. 


(b) If the lot line to which a parapet is most nearly parallel 
is a side lot line, and if the average distance between such 
parapet and such lot line is no less than the setback otherwise 
required by this Article, and if the distance between such 
parapet and such lot line is at no point less, in the case of a 
side lot line which is not also a street line, than three-fourths 
of the setback otherwise required by this Article and, in the 
case of a side lot line which is aiso a street line, than one 
half of the setback so required, the requirements of this Article 
shall be deemed to be met. 
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(c) If the lot line to which a parapet is more nearly parallel 
is a rear lot line, and if the average distance between such 
parapet and such lot line is no less than the setback otherwise 
required by this Article, and if the distance between such 
parapet and such lot line is at no point less, in the case ofa 
rear lot line which is not also a street line, than three-fourths 
of the setback otherwise required by this Article and, in the 
case of a rear lot line which is also a street line, than one- 
half of the setback so required, the requirements of this Article 
shall be deemed to be met. 


(d) The word “parapet”, as used in this section, shall be 
construed as though followed by the words “cornice, eaves or 
other feature topping or overhanging a wall or the face of a 
wall without such a feature”. 


SECTION 21-4. Two or More Main Buildings on One 
Lot. In the case of a lot with two or more main buildings, every 
lot line which is also a street line shall be deemed a front lot 
line for the purposes of this Article. 


Section 21-5. Special Setback Provisions for Regulated 
Projects. The provisions of this Article shall not apply to so 
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much of a project under Chapter 121, or Chapter 121A, of the 
General Laws for the development or redevelopment of five or 
more acres of land as lies within a B-8 district or a B-10 district. 


ARTICLE 22 
YARD REGULATIONS 


SECTION 22-1. Residential Districts. in S and R districts 
every yard required by this code, and in H districts every yard 
So required except rear yards and except also side yards not 
abutting a street line shall, along every lot line on which such 
yard abuts, be at a level no higher than grade level or, if the 
grade level of the abutting lot is higher, be at a level no higher 
than such higher level. Rear yards in H districts and also side 
yards in such districts not abutting a street line shall, along 
every lot line on which they abut, be at a level no higher than 
five feet above grade level. 


SECTION 22-2. Other Districts. In L, B, M, | and W 
districts, every front yard required by this code shall, along every 
lot line on which such yard abuts be at grade level; and every 
rear yard so required and every side yard so required which does 
not abut a street line shall, along every lot line on which such 
yard abuts, be at a level no higher than the level of the lowest 
window sill in the lowest room designed for human occupancy 
Or SO occupied, and relying upon natural light or natural 
ventilation from windows opening on such yard. 
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tSECTION 22-2A. Landscaping or Screening of Lots in M, 
| and W Districts that Abut S, R or H Districts. When a front, 
side or rear yard (if any) of a lot in an M, | or W district abuts 
or is across the street from an S, R or H district, if such lot is 
used for a use that is forbidden in the abutting S, R or H districi, 
such yard shall be screened by a concealing fence or wall or be 
landscaped. In either case, the design of the screening or land- 
scaping must be approved by the design section of the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority, and the plantings, fencing or wall must 
be adequately maintained thereafter. For purposes of this section, 
two districts shall not be deemed to abut one another if the 
boundary between them is a rail right of way or river, or to be 
across the street from one another if such street is 60 feet or 
more in width. 


This requirement for landscaping or screening shall apply to 
any change in the use of a building or structure or of land, and 
to any alteration of a building or structure when the same would 
amount to a reconstruction or extension, Section 13-3 notwithstanding. 


(tAs inserted on February 14, 1979) 


SECTION 22-3. Underground Encroachments. In any district 
other than a S or R district, any garage or other accessory Struc- 
ture erected underground within any rear yard or side yard required 
by this code, including the piers, railings and parapets thereof, 
shall not extend more than five feet above grade level. 


SECTION 22-4. Two or More Dwellings on Same Lot. If 
on one lot there are two or more dwellings (other than temporary 
dwellings) designed for occupancy, or occupied, by one 
or more families, or if on one lot there are one or more such 
dwellings and one or more other main buildings, such dwellings 
shall be separated from each other and from such other 
buildings by yards of the same minimum depths, and the pro- 
visions of Article 21 shall apply, as if each dwelling were on 
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a Separate lot; and if such dwelling is to the rear of another 
dwelling or other main building, the provisions of Paragraph 
(Cc) of Section 14-5 shall also apply. After public notice and 
hearing and subject to the Provisions of Section 6-2, the 
Board of Appeal may grant permission for a variation from the 
requirements of this section if it finds that open Space for all 
occupants, and light and air for all rooms designed for human 
occupancy, will not be less than would be provided if the 
requirements of this section were met. 


SECTION 22-5. Two or More Other Main Buildings on 
One Lot. If on one lot there are two or more main buildings 
other than dwellings (which phrase, as here used, shall not be 
construed as excluding temporary dwellings from the words 
“main buildings”), the yard and setback requirements of this 
code shall apply at each actual lot line and not as if each 
building were ona Separate lot. 


ARTICLE 23 
OFF-STREET PARKING 


tSECTION 23-1. Residential Uses. No structure or land 
Shall be used for any use listed in Table A of Section 8-7 
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23-1 | 


under Use Item Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 7A, 7B, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 13A, 
14 or 15, unless off-street parking facilities are provided as follows: 


If the Maximum Floor Area For Each Dwelling 
Ratio Specified in Table B of Unit* There Shall be 
Section 13-1 for the Lot is: Provided at Least: 

0.3 or 0.5 1.0 spacet 
0.8 or 1.0 0.9 spaceT 

2.0 0.7 spacet 
on) 0.6 spacetf 
4.0 0.5 spacet 
5.0 0.4 spacef 


*Where use is not divided into dwelling units: 

(a) If sleeping rooms have accommodations for not 
more than two persons, each two sleeping rooms 
shall constitute one dwelling unit; and 

(b) if sleeping rooms have accommodations for more 
than two persons, each four beds shall constitute 
one dwelling unit. 


TOr, in the case of housing projects for elderly persons 
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of low income, 0.2 space. Housing projects for elderly 
persons of low income, as used herein, shall be deemed to 
mean such housing constructed under the Housing Authority 
law of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and/or the United 
States Housing Act of 1937 as amended. 


({As amended on November 26, 1965, April 14, 1967, 
November 9, 1978, April 11, 1979, and August 10, 1979) 


tSECTION 23-2. Public Assembly Uses. Except in a 
restricted parking district, no structure or land shall be 
used for any use listed in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use 
Item Nos. 21, 27, 28, 29, 30, 36A, 37, 38, 38A, 52, 62, 63, 
or 66 unless off-street parking facilities are provided as 


follows: 
If the Maximum Floor One Space shall be Provided, 
Area Ratio Specified If There Are If There Are 
in Table B of Section Seats”, No Seats, 
13-1 for the Lot is: for Each: for Each: 
O73 Or 010 5 seats 100 — square 
0.8 or 1.0 6 seats 120 feet of 
2.0 -8 seats 160 public 
3.0 15 seats 300 floor 
4.0 20 seats 400 area in 
5.0 20 seats 400 structures 
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*Where benches are used for seating purposes, each two 
lineal feet of bench shall constitute one seat. 


Except that places of worship need provide no more than one half of 
such number of spaces. 


(As amended on September 27, 1973 and March 5, 1975.) 


FSECTION 23-3. Institutional Uses. Except in a restricted 
parking district, no structure or land shall be used for any use listed 
in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 16, 16A, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
20A, 22, 22A, 23, 24, 25, 39A, 77 or 79, unless off-street parking 
facilities are provided as follows: 


If the Maximum Floor Area 
Ratio Specified in Table B of One Space Shall be Provided 


Section 13-1 for the Lot is: for Each: 
0.3 or 0.5 600 > square 
0.8 or 1.0 700 feet 
2.0 1,000 of 
3.0 1,800 gross 
4.0 2,400 floor 
550 2,400 , area 


Provided that any use under Use Item Nos. 16, 17, 18 or 19 primarily 
for children under sixteen need provide no more than one half of such 
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number. of spaces; and provided further that where an institution maintains 
one or more dormitories, the number of parking spaces accessory to such 
dormitories shall be deducted from the number of parking spaces otherwise 
required by this section for a lot with classrooms, libraries, lecture 

halls, laboratories and similar educational areas normally used by persons 
resident in such dormitories unless such lot is regularly used by persons 
not resident in such dormitories ‘or the parking spaces accessory to such 
dormitories are more than twelve hundred feet from such lot. 


(f{As amended on July 9, 1973, September 27, 1973, October 19, 
1978 and January 8, 1982) 


FSECTION 23-4. Retail and Office Uses. Except in a restricted 
parking district, no structure or land shall be used for any use listed 
in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 32, 33, 34, 34A, 35, 36, 
39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 61, 73, 74 or 78 
unless off-street parking facilities are provided as follows: 
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If the Maximum 


Floor Area Ratio One Space Shall be Provided 
Specified in Table 
B of Section 13-1 and also 
for the Lot is: for Each: for Each: 
0:3 or 015 300 \ square 600 square 
0.8 or 1.0 350 | feet of 700 feet of 
2.0 500 \_ gross floor 1,000 other 
3.0 900 area on 1,800 gross 
4.0 1,200 \ ground 2,400 floor 
5.0 1,200 floor 2,400 area* 


“Where main use on a lot is an open-air use 
not enclosed in a structure, the area of the part 
of the lot actually devoted to such use shall 
constitute floor area. 


(tAs amended on August 12, 1971, July 9, 1973, 
September 27, 1973, and March 5, 1975) 


SECTION 23-5. Factory and Warehouse Uses. Except in a restricted 
parking district, no structure or land shall be used for any use listed 
in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 31, 45, 54, 55, 56, 57, 
60, 60A, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, or 70 unless off-street parking facilities 


are provided as follows: 
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If the Maximum Floor Area 


Ratio Specified in Table B of One Space shall be Provided 
Section 13-1 for the Lot is: for Each- 
0.3 or 0.5 1,000 square 
0:3;07 320 1,200 |] feet 
2.0 1,600 \ of 
3.0 2,000 gross 
4.0 3,000 \ floor 
a0 3,000 area“ 


“Where main use on a lot is an open-air use not enclosed in 
a Structure, the area of the part of the lot actually devoted 


to such use shall constitute floor area. 


(*As amended July 9, 1973 and September 27, 1973) 


SECTION 23-6. Off-Street Parking Not Required in Certain 
Cases. (a) When the maximum floor area ratio specified in 


Table B of Section 13-1 for a lot is 8.0 or 10.0, off-street 


parking facilities are not required for such lot. 


(b) When the maximum floor area ratio specified in Table B 
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of Section 13-1 for a lot is 0.8, 1.0, 2.0/3.0, 4.0, or 

5.0, off-street parking facilities are not required for such 
lot if the lot is devoted to residential uses and no more 
than two car spaces are required by Section 23-1 or if the 
lot is devoted to non-residential uses and no more than 
four car spaces are required by other provisions of this 
Article. 


(c) When the maximum floor area ratio specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1 for a lot is 0.3 or 0.5, off-street 
parking facilities are not required for such lot if the lot 
is devoted to non-residential uses and no more than two 
car spaces are required by other provisions of this Article. 


SECTION 23-7. Mixed Uses. (a) If a lot by reason 
of a diversity of occupancies is subject to more than one 
of the first five sections of this Article, the number of car 
spaces required by each section for the occupancies subject 
to it shall be determined, and then such numbers totalled; 
and off-street parking facilities with such total number of 
car spaces shall be provided. 
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(b) If a single occupancy involves uses subject to more 
than one of the first five sections of this Article, off-street 
Parking facilities shall be provided for such occupancy in 
accordance with the section to which the dominant use is 
subject, except that if a minor use subject to another of 
Said sections occupies more than ten thousand square feet or 
more than twenty-five percent of the gross floor area of the 
Structure, off-street parking facilities shall be provided as if 
the lot were by reason of a diversity of occupancies subject 
to more than one of said sections. 


+SECTION 23-7A. Pre-Code Structures. If a structure 
existing on December 31, 1964, is altered or extended so as 
to increase its gross floor area or the number of dwelling 
units, only the additional gross floor area or the additional 
number of dwelling units shall be counted in computing the 
off-street parking facilities required. 


(fAs inserted April 14, 1967) 
FSECTION 23-8. Location. (a) Except in the case of 


a lot serviced by a common parking facility, the off-street 
Parking facilities required by this Article shall be provided 
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on the same lot as the main use to which they are accessory, 
provided, however, that if the Board of Appeal shall be of 
the opinion that this is impractical with respect to a 
particular lot, said Board, after public notice and hearing 
and subject to the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, 
may grant permission for such facilities to be on another 

lot in the same ownership in either of the following cases:— 
(1) where the main use on the particular lot is for residential 
purposes and the other lot is within four hundred feet of the 
particular lot; and (2) where the main use on the particular 
iot is for non-residential purposes and the other lot is 

within twelve hundred feet of the particular Jot. 


(b) After public notice and hearing and subject to the 
provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the Board of Appeal 
may grant permission for a common parking facility 
cooperatively established and operated to service two or more 
uses of the same or different types; provided, that there is a 
permanent allocation of the requisite number of spaces for each 
use and that the total number of spaces is not less than the 
aggregate of the numbers required for each use. 
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(Cc) Parking spaces provided by the City on public right-of-way 
adjacent to housing units for families of low or moderate income or 
families displaced from urban renewal areas or as a result of 
governmental action, when such housing units will have mortgage 
insurance provided according to Title 12 U. S. Code (1964 edition) 
S. 1715 (L), as amended from time to time, and when such parking 
spaces are Clearly intended by their location and design to be used 
Primarily by residents of such housing units and their visitors, may 
be substituted space for space for the parking spaces required by 
this code. This section shall not apply to parking spaces along the 
Curb of any street which is used Primarily for the movement of 
vehicles belonging to others than residents of such housing or 
their visitors. 


(fAs amended April 14, 1967) 
SECTION 23-9. Design. All off-street parking facilities 


provided to comply with this Article shall meet the following 
specifications: 


(a) Such facilities shall have car spaces to the number 


specified by this Article, maneuvering areas and appropriate 
means of vehicular access to a street, and shalj be so designed 
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as not to constitute a nuisance or a hazard or unreasonable 
impediment to traffic; and all lighting shall be arranged 
as to shine downward and away from streets and residences. 


(b) Such facilities, whether open or enclosed in a 
structure, shall be so graded, surfaced, drained and main- 
tained as to prevent water and dust therefrom going upon 
any street or another lot. 


(c) Such facilities shall not be used for automobile 
sales, dead storage, or repair work, dismantling or servicing 
of any kind. 


(d) Each car space shall be located entirely on the lot 
and shall be no less than eight and one half feet in width 
and twenty feet in length, exclusive of maneuvering areas 
and access drives. 


SECTION 23-10. Maintenance. All off-street parking 
facilities provided to comply with this Article shall be 
maintained exclusively for the parking of motor vehicles so 
long as a use requiring them exists. Such facilities shall be 
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used in such a manner as at no time to constitute a nuisance 
or a hazard or unreasonable impediment to traffic. 
ARTICLE 24. 
OFF-STREET LOADING 
tSECTION 24-1. Off-Street Loading Bay Requirements. 


No structure or land shall be used for any use unless off-street 
loading facilities are provided on the lot as follows: 


Number of Loading Bays Required 


Gross Floor Area Group | Group Il Group Ill 
(in square feet) Uses* _ Uses** Uses*** 


Tete STN Jo 00) 0 et Se roe ae 
BOLO 0 000 gr ee ae rie 
me tORL OO OOO beh o Be tye 5 ee 
ROOO003107150,000 2 oc. ces ae 
BO OCS OU OO0 ae Meier ele ea, 
SE OUI OVEN fever oe aa, 


(S) (2) (2) (2) (=) (se 
+wWNM+- +O 
~+#ARONM— © 
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+4 plus 1 for each additional 150,000 square feet 

#5 plus 1 for each additional 150,000 square feet 

*Uses listed in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 
12334 OA. LD Ono al Occ Ane Ome elon. aoe 
33, 39, 39A, 40, 50, 52, 53, 58 and 59. 


**Uses listed in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 
Testo IG tGA 1 4.015.716 OA (160 cO, CUA el ee co: 
24, 25, 29, 30, 36A, 37, 38, 38A, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 

49 and 51. 


***Uses listed in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 
34, 34A, 35, 36, 45, 54, 55, 56, 57, 60, 60A, 61, 62, 63, 64, 
65, 66, 67, 68, 69 and 70. 


Mixed Uses. If a lot by reason of a diversity of occupancies falls 
within more than one use group, the number of loading bays required by the 
occupancies within each use group shall be determined and then such 
numbers totalled; and off-street loading facilities with such total number of 
bays shall be provided. 


Pre-Code Structures. If a structure existing when this code took 
effect is altered or extended so as to increase its gross floor area, 
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only the additional gross floor area shall be counted in computing the 
off-street loading bays required. 


(fAs amended on April 14, 1967, April 30, 1968, August 12, 1971, 
July 9, 1973, March 5, 1975, October 19, 1978, 
November 9, 1978, August 10, 1979, and January 8, 1982) 


SECTION 24-2. Design. All off-street loading facilities 
provided to comply with Section 24-1 shall meet the following 
specifications: 


(a) Such facilities shall have bays, maneuvering areas, and appropriate 
means of vehicular access to a street, and shall be so designed as 
not to constitute a nuisance or a hazard or unreasonable impediment 
to traffic; and all lighting shall be so arranged as to shine away 

from streets and residences. 


(b) Such facilities, including all bays, maneuvering areas and 
access drives, shall be so graded, surfaced, drained and maintained 
as to prevent water and dust therefrom going upon any street or 
another lot. 


(c) Each loading bay shall be located entirely on the lot 
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and shall be no less than ten feet in width, twenty-five feet in 
length, and fourteen feet in height, exclusive of maneuvering 

areas and access drives. Each loading bay within fifty feet of 

a residential district shall be enclosed in a structure if the use 
regularly involves night operations. 


SECTION 24-3. Maintenance. All off-street loading 
facilities provided to comply with Section 24-1 shall be 
maintained exclusively for loading and unloading purposes so 
long as a use requiring them exists. Such facilities shall be 
used in such a manner as at no time to constitute a nuisance 
or a hazard or unreasonable impediment to traffic. 
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TAR LIGCEEI2S 
FLOOD HAZARD DISTRICTS 


tArticle inserted on March 24, 1977, and amended on 
March 26, 1982. 


SECTION 25-1. Statement of Purpose. The purpose of this article is to 
promote the health and safety of the occupants of land against the hazards 
of flooding, to preserve and protect the streams and other water courses in 
the city and their adjoining lands, to protect the community against 
detrimental use and development, and to minimize flood losses, by provisions 
designed to: 


1. Restrict or prohibit uses and structures which are dangerous to 
health, safety or property because of water hazards or which 
Cause damaging increases in flood heights or flood velocities. 


2. Consider flood plain management in neighboring areas. 


SECTION 25-2. Warning and Disclaimer of Liability. The degree of 
flood protection required by this article is considered reasonable for re- 
gulatory purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. 
Larger floods may occur. This article does not imply that areas outside 
designated flood hazard districts or land uses permitted within such districts 
will be free from flooding or flood damages. This article shall not create 
liability on the part of the City of Boston or any officer or employee thereof 
for any flood damages that may result from reliance on this article or 
from any administrative decision lawfully made thereunder. 


SECTION 25-3. Definition and Location of Districts. Flood hazard 
districts, also called special flood hazard areas, are defined as lands ina 
flood plain that are subject to a one percent probability of flooding in any 
given year. Such flooding is known as the base or 100-year flood. Said 
districts are shown on a series of map panels prepared by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) entitled ‘‘FIRM/Flood Insurance 
Rate Map/City of Boston, Massachusetts/Suffolk County’’ effective April 1, 
1982. The map identifies special flood hazard areas as A and V zones. V 
zones are certain coastal areas that are subject to additional hazard because 
of water velocity and waves. The maps also give the elevations of the base 
flood in feet above mean sea level (National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 
1929). 
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A floodway is defined as the channel of a river or other waterway plus 
overbank areas that must be kept open in order to discharge the 100-year 
flood without increasing flood heights. One floodway, for Mother Brook in 
Hyde Park, is identified by FEMA on a map entitled ‘‘Floodway/ 

Flood Boundary and Floodway Map/City of Boston, Massachusetts/Suffolk 
County/Panel 21 of 31” effective April 1, 1982. 


The maps are based on a scientific and engineering study by FEMA 
entitled ‘‘Flood Insurance Study/City of Boston, Massachusetts, Suffolk 
County’ dated October 1, 1981. 


Said study and the FIRM and Floodway maps and all maps which, by 
amendment by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, may be sub- 
stituted therefor or made supplemental thereto shall be deemed to be, and 
are hereby made, a part of this code. Said maps and study are on file in the 
offices of the Building Department, the Conservation Commission, the Zoning 
Commission and the Engineering Division of the Public Works Department. 


SECTION 25-4. Interpretation of Maps. The Building Commissioner 
shall make interpretations, where needed, as to the exact boundaries of 
flood hazard districts or floodways. If the map information does not reflect 
actual site conditions in relation to the base flood elevation, said Com- 
missioner may determine that a location is within or outside a flood 
hazard district, based on actual elevations provided by a registered profes- 
sional surveyor or registered professional engineer. Such determination may 
be appealed to the Board of Appeal under the provisions of Section 5-2 
of this code. 


The City or an individual may appeal to the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency to amend the FIRM or Floodway maps or the Flood Insurance 
Study. 


SECTION 25-5. Regulations. Development in flood hazard districts, 
including any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, 
such as buildings or other structures, dredging, filling, driving of piles, 
grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations, shall be subject to the 
following regulations: 


1. Residential Construction. New residential construction shall have 


the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to or above the base 
flood elevation. 
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Nonresidential Construction. New construction of any commercial, 
industrial or other nonresidential structure either shall have the 
lowest floor, including basement, elevated to the level of the 

base flood elevation; or, together with attendant utility and sanitary 
facilities, shall: 


(1) be floodproofed so that below the base flood level the structure 
is watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the 
passage of water; and 


(2) have structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic 
and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy; and 


(3) be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect 
that the standards of this subsection are satisfied. Such 
certifications shall be provided to the Building Commissioner. 


Pre-existing Structures. In the case of a building or structure 
that lawfully exists or for which a building permit has been lawfully 
issued prior to the effective date of this article, the Board of 
Appeal may grant permission for reconstruction, structural change 
or extension thereof under the provisions of Section 9-1, provided 
that any nonconformity with items 1 and 2 above is not increased. 


Storage of Materials and Equipment. Storage or processing of 
materials that are flammable, explosive or injurious to water quality 
or to human, animal or plant life is forbidden in any flood hazard 
district. Storage of other material or equipment shall be firmly 
anchored to prevent flotation or be readily removable from the area. 


Grading, Filling, Excavating, Dredging, Driving of Piles. No 
building permit shall be issued for any work that involves grading, 
filling, excavating, dredging, driving of piles, paving or other 
activity that is subject to Chapter 131, Section 40, as amended, of 
the Massachusetts General Laws unless such work complies with a 
final order of conditions issued by the Boston Conservation 
Commission. 


Mobile Homes. No mobile home shall be placed in a flood hazard 
district. 


165 


25-6 


7. Floodways. In a designated floodway there shall be no encroach- 
ment, in the form of fill, new construction, substantial improvements, 
or other development, unless a technical evaluation demonstrates 
that such encroachment will not result in any increase in flood levels 
during the base flood discharge. 


8. High Hazard Coastal Districts. In any V zone, any structure or sub- 
stantial improvement of any existing structure shall be located land- 
ward of the reach of mean high tide. 


SECTION 25-6. Variances. Subject to the provisions of Sections 7-2, 7-3, 
and 7-4, the Board of Appeal may, in a specific case and after public notice 
and hearing, grant a variance from the provisions of this article provided that 
the Board of Appeal finds that the proposed use or structure (a) will not 
derogate from the purpose of this article, (b) will comply with the provisions 
of the underlying subdistrict or subdistricts, (c) will not overload any public 
water, drainage or sewer system to such an extent that the proposed use or 
any developed use in the area or in any other area will be unduly subjected 
to hazards affecting health, safety or the general welfare, and (d) will not be 
located within a floodway unless it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the 
Board of Appeal that there will be no increase in flood levels during the base 
flood discharge. 


Such variances shall lapse and become null and void unless used within 
two years after the record of said Board’s proceedings pertaining thereto is 
filed with the Building Commissioner pursuant to Section 8 of Chapter 665 of 
the Acts of 1956 as amended. 


Factors to be Considered. In considering a petition for a variance from 
the provisions of this article, the Board of Appeal shall consider all technical 
evaluations, standards in other sections of the article and: 


a. the danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury 
of others; 


b. the danger to life and property due to flooding; 


c. the susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood 
damage and the effect of such damage on the individual owner; 


d. the importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to 
the community; 


e. the necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable; 


f. the availability of alternative locations for the proposed use which are 
not subject to flood damage; 
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g. the compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated 
development; 

h. the relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and 
flood plain management program of the area: 

i. the safety of access to the property in times of flood for Ordinary and 
emergency vehicles; 

j. the expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and sediment 
transport of the flood waters and the effects of wave action, if ap- 
plicable, expected at the site; and 


k. the costs of providing governmental services during and after flood 
conditions, including maintenance and repair of public utilities and 
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems, and 
streets and bridges. 


Procedures. At the time a variance from item 1 or item 2 of Section 25-5 
is issued, the Executive Secretary of the Board of Appeal shall notify the 
petitioner in writing that (1) construction permitted by said variance will be 
subject to increased flood insurance rates commensurate with the degree of 
nonconformity, and (2) construction below the base flood elevation increases 
risks to life and property. 

The Board of Appeal shall maintain a record of all variances granted 
from Section 25-5, including justification for their issuance. Such variances 
shall be reported to the Federal Emergency Management Agency in such an- 
nual or periodic report as may be requested by the Agency. 


Exception. A variance from the provisions of this article may be granted 
by the Board of Appeal, after due notice and hearing, for the reconstruction 
or restoration of a structure, or of a structure in a district, which is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places or which has been designated by the 
Boston Landmarks Commission under the provisions of Chapter 772 of the 
Acts of 1975, even though the requirements of this section are not met. 


SECTION 25-7. Application. The provisions of this article are not in- 
tended to repeal, amend, abrogate, annul, or interfere with any lawfully 
adopted statutes, ordinances, covenants, regulations, or rules. However, 
where this article imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this article 
shall govern. (Note: The jurisdiction of the Boston Conservation Commission 
under Chapter 131, Section 40, of the Massachusetts General Laws includes 
areas not shown on the FIRM and Floodway maps.) 
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APPENDIX 1 


Fees Charged by the Commissioner, Inspectional Services Department, 
for Appeal to the Board of Appeal 


Appeal to Board of Appeal under Zoning Law: The entry fee which 
shall be paid to the Commissioner, Inspectional Services Department, 
for each appeal under Section 8 of Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, 
as amended, to the Board of Appeal from a refusal, order or decision 
of an administrative official shall be, in the case of a structure which, 
if such appellant prevails, is to be used exclusively for dwelling purposes 
by not more than three families and no other use, $100.00 (which shall 
include the cost to the city of publishing and sending notices of hearing 
as required by law), and in the case of each and every other structure 
the fee shall be $100.00 for each condition, provision, use item 
restriction or dimensional requirement (which shall include the cost to the 
city of publishing and sending notices of hearing as required by law) 
sought by the appellant. 
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APPENDIX 2 
ILLUSTRATIONS 


Prepared by The BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 


ECTION 2-1 (3B)"Bay Window" 


Allowed to protrude into front yard if it is entirely contained within these dimensions: 


Front Lot Line 


——--- 


12 
m 
> 
C 
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70% of lot width or max. of 18 ft 


| <—__ Lot Lines ——> 


CTION 14-1 Minimum Lot Size 


R-.5 DISTRICT R-.8 DISTRICT 


1 2 
Owelling 2 Dwelling 4 
Unit Owelling Units : Units Dwelling Units 


100 fr. 


5,000 s.f. Ist.- 5,000 sq. fr ist.- 5,000s.1 Wst.- 5,000 sq. ft. 


2nd. - 3,000 sq. ft. ; 2nd. - 1,500 s.f. 2nd. - 1,500 * 
8,000 sa. ft. 6,500 s { 3rd. - 1,500" 

4th 1. SOCGl 7 

9,500 sa. fr. 


80 ft. 65 ft. 95 ft. 


SECTION 14-4 (b). Lot Frontage: Lot located to rear of anotner lot or lots: 


Rear Lot rear yard 


REAR BUILDING 
(4 dwelling units) 


side yard 
side yard 


front yard 


Front Lot Fees 
yard 
lo ols 
« © ‘i 
2 BUILDING ® Hy 
3 es 
how 
w 
rs) 
front yard 8 
street 
Where number of dwelling Minimum width and street 
units on rear lot is: frontage of access shall be: 
1to3 20 feet 
4to? 30 feet 
8 to 12 40 feet 


over 12 50 feet 


SECTION 14-5. Lot Frontage: Building on rea: of 1 lot. 


rear yard 


REAR BUILDING 
(4 dwelling units) 


front yard 


rear yard 
2 
“ww 
® 
o © 
Loh, 
Wile 
24 
= ps 
Tm 
front yard Rae 
street 
Where number of dwelling Minimum width and street 
units in rear building is frontage of access shall be: 
1or2 15 feet 
eUi te) i 25 feet 
8 to 12 40 feet 
over 12 50 feet 


SECTION 15-1 Floor Area Ratio 


See) See 
0.5 a 


4 stories 
2 stories 
J story 
10 eer 
Entire lot ar } 
we ea % lot area % \ot area 


2.0 


Floor Area Ratio us the ratio of the total area of all floors in the building to the area of the lot. tt 
measures building density directly and population density indirectly 


Examples 


To calculate maximum gross floor araa on a low 
Lot size (3500 sy. ft.) x F.A R. (0.8) 2,800 s ft. permissable gross floor urea on all floors 


To calculate floor area ratio of burlding(s) on a lot: 


Gross floor area (14,000 sa. ft.) + Lot size (8,000 sq. ft.) = 1.75 F.A.R. 
(permitted in district with maximum F.A.R. of 2 or more) 


10.0 


SECTION 16-3. Height of Buildings: Exceptions Ajoining Nonconforming Buildings. 


3 tumes 25 feat or 75 feet 


2% foot 
ovat 
height 
lirvvit- 


50 Foot 
Height Limit 


65’ High 


SECTION 16-5. Height of Buildings: £ xceptions in a B-10-155 District. 


Maximum Height 200° -. — — — 
| 


| Residential 
Use Only 


Norma! Height 155° 


Front Lot Line 
Rear Lo: Line 


—— a cad. cunt 


Street 


attr ‘ Alley 


Existing 
Building 


75’ High 


Extra height allowed only within 1C 
cross street and if 0.7 off street part 
provided for-each dwelling unit. 


G— Parking Access From Rear 


SECTION 18-1 and 18-2. "Most frequently occurring’ front yard depth. 


STREET 


: g Ces | : 
Pao d ape 20° Lo] 22" 22a 22° : ‘oo |” | | ) Z 20° : 
; ; ; 22 22 20 20 22° | ees } 22° | 


STREET 
STREET 


Required front yard, Table B - 20 feet 
Most frequently occurring front yard - 22 feet = 22 feet required 


STREET 


pt FRY HE ae a 


Required front yard, Table B - 19 feet . 
Most frequentiy cccurring front yard - 10’ -10 feet required 


ECTION 18-3. Front Yards: Traffic visibility across corner. 


CORNER 


STREET 


SS AS SS es ee Sa Required front yard 


STREET 
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SECTION 18-3. Side Yards: Accessory Garages and Other Accessory Buildings 


| ACCESSORY 
BUILDINGS 


D 
= ¥ > May extend into side yard 
os g 1/3 of required width 
LX 7) 
3& rd 
~wv 


street 


SECTION 19-6. Side Yerds: Specie! Provisions for Corner Lots 


ADJOINING 
LOT 


Required Side Yard 


CORNER LOT 


owe =e ses =e «ese om — 


a 


Required Side Yard 


Front Street 


Front Yerd 


Side Street 


SECTION 79-7. Side Yards: Side Wall Of Building Not Parallel To Side Lot Line. 


Miron: Width not less than 
3/4 Required Width 


Building 
not 
parallel 
to side 
lot line 


Average Width not less 
than Required Width 


street 


SECTION 19-8. Side Yards of Certain Narrow Lots. 


S-.5 DISTRICT 


Required Lot Width 60 ft 
Actual Lot Width SZ 
difference 8 ft. 


Normal Required 
Side Yard Width 12 ft. 
Allowable Reduction 1 ft. 


Side Yards therefore may be 


reduced 1 foot 8 G 

> Buildable De: 
A ai : > 

(GxHESe 12 Te} el Width f Required Side Yard 
a | : S for this lot 17 ft. 
(Pg | { 
3) 30' oO 
a @® 
: < on this lot wat ae 


J 


street <—— Eye tt 3 


SECTION 21-1. Setback Requirements 


Parapet peraliol 
to Strest Setback 


Egon cee a 
Setbeck requirement reduced by 1/2 


SIDE VIEW 
OF BUILDING 


| 

i : : 
| see | width of abutting street, but not more 
j than 50 feet. 
i | 

| 
1. 
(exe 
| be) 

| §% 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| 
LOT sees le STREET ————>} 


(not more then 
100 ft. wide) 


Parapet 
‘ 


Setback requirement reduced 
by 1/2 width of abutting 
public open space but not 
more than 50 feet 


SIDE VIEW 
OF BUILDING 
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(more than 100 ft 
wide) 
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1983 Text Amendment Application No. 96 
in Commissioner of Traffic and Parking 
Add "Limited Parking District" 


iin Geral (eed alters 
MAY Ora S wis sw 


EFFECTIVE 
TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 72 December 30, 1983; 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
CR aSOES BOSTON 


IN ZONING COMMISSION 


The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston, acting under Chapter 665 of 
the Acts of 1956 as amended, after due report, notice and hearing, does 
hereby amend the Boston Zoning Code as follows: 


the By striking out, in the first paragraph of Section 3-1A, the phrase 
"(d) restricted parking district;" and inserting in place thereof the 
following phrase: 


(d) restricted and limited parking districts; 


a By striking out the fourth paragraph of said Section 3-1A and inserting 
in place thereof the following paragraphs: 


Restricted and Limited Parking Districts. In a restricted parking 


district, off-street parking facilities, including parking lots, 
parking garages, and parking accessory or ancillary to any use 
other than use items numbered 1 through 15, shall be conditional 
uses which may be granted only in conformance with the provisions 
of Section 6-3A as well as Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4. 


In a limited parking district, Use Item Nos. 58 and 59, parking lot 
and parking garage, shall be forbidden uses. (Note: These 
restrictions are not applicable to land of agencies or authorities of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the United States of America 
that are not subject to municipal zoning. ) 


35 By inserting, in Use Item 58 of Table A of Section 8-7, a plus mark (+) 
beside the C's in the L and W columns. 


4. By striking out the third footnote below said Use Item 58 and inserting 
in place thereof the following footnote: 


# A+ in B-1 and B-2; C+ in other B districts. 


tDate of public notice: June 28, 1983 (see St. 1956, c. 665, s. 5). 


By striking out the fourth footnote below said Use Item and inserting in 
place thereof the following footnote: 


+ Except C in a restricted parking district and except F in a 
limited parking district. 


By inserting, in Use Item No. 59 of said Table A, a dagger (+) sign 
beside the C's in the L and W columns. 

By striking out the second footnote under said Use Item No. 59 and 
inserting in place therof the following footnote: 


+ Except C in-a restricted parking district and except F in a 
limited parking district. 


ZONING COMMISSION - CITY OF BOSTON 
c/o Boston Redevelopment Authority 
City Hall - 9th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02201 
Telephone: 


722-4300 
ext. 281 


Erratum 


TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 72 


The following correction should be made in the copy of Text 
Amendment No. 72 (Text Amendment Application No. 96), establishing 


“Limited Parking District", mailed to you recently: 


In item 7, the plus mark (+) at the beginning of the footnote 


Should be corrected to a dagger (+t) . 


City of Boston Zoning Commission 


1/24/84 
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Text Amendment Application No. 96 Text Amendment No. 72 
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In Zoning Commission Adopted December 12, 1983 


Attest ee: 


Secretary 2 LTD tee BEAD COA ALLE 


Mayor, City of Boston 
Date: 


The foregoing amendment was presented to the Mayor on December 14, 1983, and 
was not returned by nim with objections thereto in writing within fifteen days 
thereafter. Tne foregoing amendment, therefore, became effective on December 30, 


1983, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 555 of the Acts 
Dre 50. 


Attest: WP Y blo & o 
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R=CelVED Text Amendment Application No. 97 


‘ Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Ded 2: 63 Development Impact Project 
Regulations 


VIAYOR’S OFFICE 


TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 73 EEEECTIVE 


December 29, 1983+ 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY OF BOSTON 
IN ZONING COMMISSION 


The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston, acting under Chapter 665 
of the Acts of 1956 as amended, after due report, notice and hearing, does 
hereby amend the Boston Zoning Code as follows: 


A. By inserting, below Article 25 of said Code, the following article: 
ARTICLE 26 
DEVELOPMENT IMPACT PROJECTS 


SECTION 26-1. Statement of Purpose. The purpose of this article is to 
promote the public health, safety, convenience and welfare; to prevent over- 
crowding and deterioration of existing housing; to preserve and increase the 
City's housing amenities; to facilitate the adequate provision of the public 
requirement for low and moderate income housing; and to establish a balance 
between new, large-scale real estate development and the low and moderate 
income housing needs of the City of Boston, by provisions designed to:. 


ibs Afford review and to regulate large-scale real estate development 
Projects which create new jobs and attract new workers to the City 
of Boston. 

age Increase the availability of low and moderate income housing by 


requiring developers, as a condition of the grant of deviations from 
the Zoning Code or the grant of an amendment to the Zoning Map, 
to make a development impact payment to the Neighborhood Housing 
Trust or to contribute to the creation of low and moderate income 
housing. 


SECTION 26-2. Definitions. 


1 “Development Impact Project", any development in the City of 
Boston in which it is proposed to erect a building or structure 
having a gross floor area (exclusive. of all accessory parking garage 
space) in excess of one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet, or 
to enlarge or extend a building or structure so as to increase its 
gross floor area (exclusive of all accessory parking garage space) 
by more than one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet or to 
substantially rehabilitate a building or structure having, or to 


eet raed nee ee eee) Lae are Rani ant ss! is be LR ik 
tDate of public notice: December 1, 1983 (see St. 1956, c. bO5.5S 5) 8 


have, after rehabilitation, a gross floor area (exclusive of all 
accessory parking garage space) of more than one hundred thousand 
(100,000) square feet; which building or structure is intended for a 
use for which the use item number is listed in Table C, Section 26-3, 
or, for a use for which the use item number is not listed if such 
building project will directly result in a reduction in the supply of 
low and moderate income dwelling units; and which development 
requires a variance, conditional use permit , exception or zoning 
map or text amendment. 


“Development Impact Project Plan", a plan for a development which 
qualifies as a Development Impact Project. The Plan shall set forth 
the proposed location and appearance of structures, open spaces 
and landscaping, proposed uses of the building or buildings, densi- 
ties, projected number of employees, proposed traffic circulation, 
parking and loading facilities, access to public transportation, 
proposed dimensions of structures, and may include proposed 
building elevations, schematic layout drawings and exterior building 
materials, and such other matters as the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority deems appropriate to its consideration of the proposed 
construction. 


"Development Impact Project Exaction", the payment of a sum of 
money by the Project applicant, which rate of payment is set forth 
in Section 26-3(2), below, to the Neighborhood Housing Trust (the 
Housing Payment Exaction) or the creation, by the Project appli- 
cant, of housing units (the Housing Creation Exaction). 


(a). The Housing Payment Exaction shall be made to the Neighborhood 
Housing Trust in twelve (12) equal, annual installments, the 
first installment due upon the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy for the Project building or twenty-four (24) months 
after the granting of the building permit, whichever comes 
first. The remaining eleven (11) payments shall be due and 
payable annually on the anniversary of the first payment. 
However, if said Neighborhood Housing Trust has not been 
created at the time any such Housing Payment Exaction becomes 
due, the Project applicant shall make the payment to the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority. The Boston Redevelopment 
Authority shall place any payments received, on account of the 
Housing Payment Exaction requirement in an escrow account, 
to be held therein for the benefit of the Trust, until such time 
as the Neighborhood Housing Trust is created. Any payments 
made by the Project applicant to the Neighborhood Housing 
Trust, on account of the Housing Payment Exaction require- 
ment, shall be credited against any amounts due to said Trust 
on account of any neighborhood impact excise which may be 
assessed by the City of Boston. 


(b) The Housing Creation Exaction requirement shall be met by 
contributing to the creation of housing units, for occupancy 
exclusively by low and moderate income residents of the City, 
at a cost at least equal to the amount of the appropriate 


Housing Payment Exaction, and in conformity with written 
regulations to be adopted by the Boston Redevelopment Authority 
after public notice and hearing. The actual Housing Creation 
Exaction may be approved by the Authority only after public 
notice and hearing. 


4. "Substantially rehabilitate", to cause alterations or repairs to be 
made, to a building or structure, within any period of twelve (12) 
months, costing in excess of fifty (50) percent of the physical 
value of the building or structure. Physical value of a building or 
structure shall be based on the assessed value as recorded in the 
assessor's office of the City of Boston. 


5. “Neighborhood Housing Trust", a Massachusetts charitable trust to 
be created pursuant to the Special Statutes and Ordinances of the 
City of Boston. The Trust wil! administer funds received by means 
of the Housing Payment Exaction requirement for Development 
Impact Projects. 


6. "Public agency", a department, agency, board, commission, authority, 
or other instrumentality of the Commonwealth, or of one or more 
political subdivision(s) of the Commonwealth, or of the United 
States. 


SECTION 26-3. Development Impact Project Requirements. No variance, 
conditional use permit, exception or zoning map or text amendment for a 
Development Impact Project shall be granted, allowed or adopted unless the 
following requirements are met: 


The The Boston Redevelopment Authority, after a public hearing, shall 
have approved a Development Impact Project Plan. No Plan shall be 
approved by the Authority unless the Authority finds that the Plan 
conforms to the general plan for the City as a whole and that 
nothing in such Plan will be injurious to the neighborhood or other- 
wise detrimental to the public welfare; and 


on The person or persons making application for a variance, conditional 
use permit, exception, or zoning map or text amendment to erect, 
substantially rehabilitate, enlarge, or extend a building or struc- 
ture pursuant to a Development Impact Project Plan shall also have 
entered into an agreement with the Boston Redevelopment Authority 
and the Neighborhood Housing Trust to be responsible for a Development 
Impact Project Exaction. 


(a) For each use listed below, in Table C, a Housing Payment 
Exaction of five dollars ($5.00) for each square foot of gross 
floor area in excess of one hundred thousand (100,000) square 
feet, shall be required. Uses, other than accessory parking, 
that are ancillary or accessory to the uses listed in Table C 
shall also be subject to the Housing Payment Exaction. 


TABLE CG: Development Impact Uses 


Use Use Item Numbers 
Office 39,,939A9gn40; 419 A2 
Retail Business and Service 307031, 68258345 3S4Ar 


357)7367 36A7%37, 37A, 33; 
38A, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 
48, 49, 60, 60A, 61 


Institutional and Educational Ti ril2ji3;,, AY Was 


1GAF MATE 8919) HeOe COA 
21 Re2 pe22AY 285424 gte9 


Hotel and Motel, but not 15 
including Apartment Hotel 


(b) 


cc) 


(d) 


For mixed-use buildings or structures in which one or more of 
the above uses are combined, the above requirements shall 
apply if the gross floor area devoted to any one or more of 
the said uses shall in the aggregate exceed one hundred 
thousand (100,000) square feet. 


The Housing Payment Exaction rate for the use categories 
listed in Table C shall be subject to recalculation five (5) 
years after the effective date of this provision and every five 
(5) years thereafter. The Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
after public notice and hearing, shall make a recommendation 
to the Zoning Commission for the amendment of the Housing 
Payment Exaction, based on a consideration of the following 
criteria: 


(i) Economic trends measured in terms of development activity, 
commercial rents per square foot, employment growth, and 
inflation rates. 


(ii) Housing trends measured in terms of vacancy rates for 
low and moderate income housing, and production statis- 
tics for new dwelling units. 


The resulting analysis will determine the changes in the City's 
low and moderate income housing needs and the continuing 
ability of new, large-scale development to assist in meeting the 
housing needs of the City of Boston. 


The Building Commissioner shall not issue any building or use 
permit with respect to any building, structure, or land within 
an area covered by a Project Plan, unless the Director of the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority has certified on the applica- 

tion therefor, and on each and every plan, drawing or speci- 


fication filed with the Building Commissioner in connection 
therewith, that the same have been subject to design review, 
and that the same are consistent with the Authority-approved 
Project Plan and that the applicant has entered into an agree- 
ment with the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the 
Neighborhood Housing Trust, as Provided in Sections 26-2(3) 
and 26-3(2), above. 


<P The following are not Development Impact Projects and will not be 
subject to the Development Impact Project Requirements: 


(a) Any building or structure for which a building or use permit 
is lawfully issued before notice of hearing before the Zoning 
Commission has first been given respecting adoption of the 
Development Impact Project Provision, provided that construc- 
tion work under such a permit is commenced within six months 
after its issue, and the work Proceeds in good faith con- 
tinuously to completion so far as is reasonably practicable 
under the circumstances; 


(b) Any building or structure for which construction or permanent 
financing has been secured, as evidenced by an irrevocable 
written commitment of a lending institution or a recorded 
mortgage indenture, and by the borrower's bona fide payment 
of a loan commitment fee; or 


(c) Any building or structure which is, or will be, wholly-owned 
by one or more public agencies. 


By striking out in subsection 6-3(d), the word "and" after the semi- 
colon. 


By striking out in subsection 6-3(e), the period after the word "use", 
and inserting a semi-colon in place thereof, and adding at the end, the 
word "and". 


By adding to Section 6-3, after subsection (e), the following new sub- 
section: 


(f) If such appeal relates to a Development Impact Project, as 
defined in Section 26-2, the applicant shall have complied with the 
Development Impact Project Requirements, set forth in Section 26-3. 


By striking out, in Section 6A-3, the word "and" at the end of sub- 
section (a). 


By striking out, in Section 6A-3, the period at the end of subsection (b) 
and inserting a semi-colon in place thereof, and adding the word "and". 


By adding, to Section 6A-3, after subsection (b), the following new 
subsection: 


(c) if such exception relates to a Development Impact Project, as 
defined in Section 26-2, the applicant shall have complied with the 
Development Impact Project Requirements set forth in Section 26-3. 


By striking out, in Section 7-3 the word "and" at the end of subsection (a) 
and at the end of subsection (b). 


By striking out in Section 7-3, the period at the end of subsection (c), 
and inserting a semi-colon in place thereof, and adding the word "and". 


By adding, to Section 7-3, after subsection (c), the following new 
subsection: 


(d) That, if the variance is for a Development Impact Project, as 
defined in Section 26-2, the applicant shall have complied with the 
Development Impact Project Requirements, set forth in Section 26-3, 
except if such variance is for a deviation from said Requirements. 


Text Amendment Application No. 97 Text Amendment No. 73. 
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In Zoning Commission Adopted December 20, 1983 


Attest: Leerpuouite Z Melo C0202 
Secretary 
ea ele WWE )_pb|b3- PF? 
yor, City of Boston tplre Corporation Counsel. — 


Date: December 29, 1983 


The foregoing amendment was presented to the Mayor on December 21, 1983, and 


was signed by him on December 29, 1983, whereupon it became effective on 
December 29, 1983, in accordance with the Drovisions of Section 3 of 


Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956. 
Attest: pp thrle. le 
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RECEIVED Text Amendment Application No. 98A 


ee 100; Advisor to the Zoning Commission 
iat / Srey ; 5 
JUN 14 1984 Insert "Mobile home," redefine 


"trailer park" as "mobile home park" 
OFRICE OF 3 32 


TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 74 EFFECTIVE 
| June 29, 19844 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


ClLTLYSOES BOSTON 
IN ZONING COMMISSION 
The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston, acting under Chapter 665 of 
the Acts of 1956 as amended, after due report, notice and hearing, does 
hereby amend the Boston Zoning Code as follows: 
ib: By striking out in Section 2-1 respecting the meaning of certain words 
and phrases, definition number 47, "Trailer park", and inserting in 


place thereof the following definition: 


(32B) "Mobile home park", a parking space for two or more mobile 
homes used as dwellings. 


es By inserting in Table A of Section 8-7, below Use Item No. 1, the 
following use item: 


1A Mobile home on a permanent foundation and occupied by not 
more than one family ..... Sete C*/C*C*/ FFF 


* Except F in a flood hazard district. 
Ss By inserting, into Section 23-1 respecting off-street parking, and into 
the list of group | uses in Section 24-1, respecting off-street loading, 


the following Use Item Number: 


1A 


fDate of public notice: June 1, 1984 (see St. 1956, c. 665, s. 5). 


Text Amendment Application No. 98A Text Amendment No. 74 
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The foregoing amendment was presented to the Mayor on June 14, 1984, and 
was signed by him on June 29, 1984, whereupon it became effective on 


June 29, 1984, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 
665 of the Acts of 1956. 


=e etary 


Text Amendment Application No. 98 
Public Facilities Department 
Mobile homes 


DENTAL 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY OF BOSTON 
IN ZONING COMMISSION 


ORDERED: That in accordance with vote taken at the meeting of the Zoning 
Commission of the City of Boston on June 12, 1984, Text Amendment Appli- 
cation No. 98, by the Director of the Public Facilities Department of the 
City of Boston, is hereby DENIED. 


Explanatory Note: 


Said text amendment application dealt with the same subject matter - 
mobile home not located in a trailer park - as Text Amendment Application 
No. 98A, which was approved at the same meeting. 


Text Amendment Application No. 98 
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Text Amendment Application No. 99 
Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Interim Planning Overlay District 


TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 75 BEFEGHIVE 


November 23, 1984+ 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Cl RYBORF BOS TON 
ZONING COMMISSION 


The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston, acting under Chapter 665 of 
the Acts of 1956 as amended, after due report, notice and hearing does 
hereby amend the Boston Zoning Code as follows: 


Ls By striking out in the first paragraph of Section 3-1A, respecting 
special purpose overlay districts, the word "or" as it appears before 
item (g), and by inserting after said item (g) the following item: 


, or (h) Interim Planning Overlay District. 


ae By lettering the second through eighth paragraphs of said Section 3-1A 
with the following letters: 


Apc, dives frand? g 


3 By inserting in said Section 3-1A, below the paragraph headed "Restricted 
Roof Structure District", the following paragraph: 


is Interim Planning Overlay District. A district or group of 


districts or a subdistrict or group of subdistricts or parts 
thereof (hereafter referred to as an area) may be established 
as an Interim Planning Overlay District when it is determined 
by the Zoning Commission that: (1) the existing zoning is 
thought to be inappropriate; (2) a rezoning of the area is 
anticipated; (3) a comprehensive planning study preceding the 
anticipated rezoning is needed; and (4) interim land use 
regulations are essential to maintain the status quo in the area 
and prevent introduction of changes to the area which may be 
incompatible with the goals of the comprehensive planning 
study or anticipated rezoning. The regulations governing the 
Interim Planning Overlay District are set forth in Article 27. 


4. By inserting after Article 26 the following article: 


peep 


tDate of public notice: October 26, 1984 (see St. 1956, c. 665, s. 5). 


-1- 


AR Tl iCGeaz7 


INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


SECTION 27-1. ‘Statement of Purpose. 


The Commission finds that: 


o The attributes of an evolving city make it necessary from time 
to time to consider rezoning of an area; 


o it is usually desirable to precede a contemplated rezoning of an 
area with a comprehensive planning study; 


oO a reasonable period of time is required to complete such com- 
prehensive planning study, given the need to assemble and 
consider adequately the necessary economic, social, physical 
and other information, and to hold public hearings and other- 
wise involve the public in the planning process; 


o the preparation, drafting, and adoption of a proposed rezoning 
may take a significant period of time to complete; 


Oo in the time period during which the comprehensive planning 
study and contemplated rezoning are prepared, it is essential 
to protect the area under review from unwise development that 
would frustrate the ultimate goals of the comprehensive plan- 
ning process and contemplated rezoning; 


o the use of interim zoning measures to protect the integrity of 
an area pending completion of a comprehensive planning study 
and preparation of a rezoning proposal is a commonly used 
technique around the country. 


Therefore, under the authority of Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956 
and Chapter 652 of the Acts of 1960 this article is established. 


SECTION 27-2. Basic Regulations. 


1) An Interim Planning Overlay District shall be established 
through text and map amendment to the Zoning Code and 
zoning maps. 


Ze An Interim Planning Overlay District may operate to suspend 
all or a portion of the existing underlying zoning of an area 
for the period during which the Interim Planning Overlay 
District shall be in effect. 


=f An Interim Planning Overlay District shall be in effect for a 
specified time period, but under no circumstances may it 
exceed two years. 


4. An Interim Planning Overlay District itself may be divided into 
subdistricts. 


3) An Interim Planning Overlay District may be extended to a 
total period not to exceed two years, or may be amended or 
repealed, at any time prior to expiration of the specified time 
period, only by approval of the Zoning Commission after 
petition, public notice and hearing. Upon expiration of the 
specified time period, the Interim Planning Overlay District 
shall automatically dissolve. 


6. An Interim Planning Overlay District may employ an Interim 
Planning Permit procedure to govern any or all areas of the 
Interim Planning Overlay District. The Interim Planning 
Permit system is described in Section 27-3. 


SECOND? =... «| hterim Planning Procedure. 


An application for an Interim Planning Permit must be filed in 
quadruplicate with the Inspectional Services Department, which will 
retain one copy and transmit the other copies within seven days as 
follows: one to the Board of Appeal, one to the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority, and one to the Zoning Commission. Within ninety days 

of the receipt of such transmittal, the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority shall file with the Board of Appeal a report with recommen- 
dations together with materials, maps or plans to aid the Board of 
Appeal in judging the application. The Board of Appeal shall not 
hold a hearing or render any decision on an application for such 
Permit until such report with recommendations has been received 

and considered; provided that if no such report is received within 
ninety days, the Board of Appeal may hold a hearing and render a 
decision without such report. 


The Board of Appeal shall grant such application only if it finds 
that the proposed action described in the application would not be 
incompatible with the goals of the comprehensive planning study and 
contemplated rezoning. 


SECTION 27-4. Petition for Interim Planning Overlay District. The 


Boston Redevelopment Authority may petition the Zoning Commission 
for the designation of an Interim Planning Overlay District. Such 
petition must: 


Ls Define the physical boundaries of the Interim Planning Overlay 
District. 
a Describe the characteristics of the area that suggest the 


existing underlying zoning may not be appropriate. 


an Specify a detailed timetable with specified deadlines for con- 
ducting and completing the comprehensive planning study, and 
for drafting and petitioning for any rezoning of the area. 


4. Specify a specific date, not to exceed two years from the 
effective date of an amendment establishing such district, for 
dissolution of the Interim Planning Overlay District. 


= State regulations to control land use in the area during the 
specified time period including but not limited to the following: 


a. regulations which suspend the underlying existing zoning; 
b. regulations governing the Interim Planning Permit, if any; 
6. State explicitly which land uses and activities are subject to 


the provisions of the Interim Planning Overlay District, and 
which land uses and activities, if any, are left to be governed 
by the underlying existing zoning. 


SECTION: 24-526 Severabitity Clause; 


The provisions of this regulation are severable, and if any such 
provision or provisions shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by 
any decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 
shall not impair or otherwise affect any other provision of this 
regulation. 


Text Amendment Application No. 99 Text Amendment No. 75 
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In Zoning Commission Adopted November 5, 1984 


Attest: Way EW a Lh phe Ce tub 


Secretary 


Date: November 23, 1984 


The foregoing amendment was presented to the Mayor on November 8, 1984, and 
was signed by him on November 23, 1984, whereupon it became effective on 


November 23, 1984, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 
665 of the Acts of 1956. 
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AMENDED and NEW PAGES for BOSTON ZONING CODE 


Text Amendments No. 72 through No. 76* 
July 1, 1983, through April 30, 1985 


These pages were incorporated in the printing of the Boston Zoning Code 
dated “as amended through April 30, 1985" and therefore do not need to 
be inserted in any copy of that printing, They are provided, in case 
you did not receive them previously, for any remaining copies of earlier 
printings that you may still have and should be inserted as replacement 
and new pages in such copy. 
Amended 

21 (no change except pagination) 

32 

44 

66 

67 


68 


168 through 178, except 175-176 


Note: Pages not listed have no change; they are included as backing 
pages. 


*Except pages included in the subsequent set of Amended Pages, for Text 
Amendments No. 77 through No. 109. 
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3-2, 4-1, 4-2 


SECTION 3-2. Interpretation of District Boundaries. Where a 
district boundary is indicated on a map constituting part of this 
code as approximately following, or parallel to, the center line or 
Side line of a street, highway, railroad right-of-way, or water 
course, such boundary shall be construed as following, or as 
being parallel to, such center line or side line. Where a district 
boundary is indicated on such a map as approximately following a 
lot line, such line shall be construed to be said boundary. If no 
distance is indicated on such a map for a district boundary 
running parallel to the center line or side line of a street or 
highway, such dimension shall be assumed to be one hundred 
feet from such line or, if as determined by the use of the scale 
shown on such map it is at least twenty feet more, or twenty feet 
less, than one hundred feet, it shall be as so scaled. 


ARTICLE 4 
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS 


SECTION 4-1. Conformity of Buildings and Land. Except 
as provided in Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956 as now in force 
or hereafter amended or in this code, no structure or land shall 
be used or occupied, and no structure or part thereof shall be 
erected, reconstructed, extended, or altered except in con- 
formity with the regulations specified in this code for the district 
in which it is located; provided, however, that nothing in this 
code shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe 
condition of any portion of a structure declared unsafe by the 
Building Commissioner or any other board or officer authorized 
by law to do so. 


SECTION 4-2. Structure or Use Approved Prior to Effective 
Date of Code. Nothing herein contained shall affect any 
structure or use for which a building or use permit is lawfully 
issued prior to the effective date of this code; provided, that 
construction work under such building permit, or occupancy under 
such use permit, is commenced within six months of the date of 
such permit and proceeds in good faith continuously so far as is 
reasonably practical under the circumstances; and provided further 
that all construction work is completed within two years from the 
effective date of this code and in accordance with the building 
permit as in effect on said effective date. 


P21 


4-3, 5-1. 5-2 


SECTION 4-3. Building or Use Permit Required. It shall be 
unlawful to use, or permit the use of, any land or structure or 
part thereof hereafter erected, or altered wholly or partly, or the — 
yards or other open spaces of which are in any way reduced, until 
the Building Commissioner shall have certified on the building 
permit, or if no building permit is needed, shall have issued a use 
permit specifying, the use to which the land or the structure upon 
being sufficiently completed to comply with the provisions and 
regulations relating thereto, may be put. 


ARTICLE 5 


ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE 


SECTION 5-1. Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the 
Building Commissioner to enforce the provisions of this code. 


SECTION 5-2. Procedure for Appeal. Every appeal to the 
Board of Appeal shall be in writing and on a form prescribed by 
said Board. Every such appeal shall refer to the specific provisions 
of this code involved, and shall exactly set forth the interpretation 
that is claimed, the conditional use for which permission is sought, or 
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Commissioner, who shall retain one copy for his files and trans- 
mit the other copies as follows: one to the Board of Appeal, one 
to the Boston Redevelopment Authority, and the other to the 
Zoning Commission. 


In each of the following cases, the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority shall, within thirty days after the date of such trans- 
mittal, file with the Board of Appeal a report with recommenda- 
tions, together with material, maps or plans to aid the Board of 
Appeal in judging the appeal and determining special limitations 
and safeguards: 


(a) an appeal for the erection or alteration of a 
building to a height greater than that authorized 
by this code; 


(b) an appeal for a nonconforming use of land 
with an area of more than 20,000 square feet; 


(Cc) an appeal for a nonconforming use of an 
existing building or buildings with a gross floor 
area in excess of 2,000 square feet or a floor 
area ratio more than fifty percent greater than 
that permitted in the district in which it or they 
are located; and 
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7-3 


(d) an appeal for a commercial or industrial use in 
a residential district, on a parcel of land not 
previously used for a commercial or industrial 
purpose. 


In any other case, the Boston Redevelopment Authority may, 
within thirty days after the date of such transmittal, file with the 
Board of Appeal a report with recommendations in connection with 
the appeal for variance therein. 


The Board of Appeal shall not hold a hearing nor render any 
decision on an appeal for a variance until such report with 
recommendations has been received and considered, provided that 
if no such report is received within said thirty days, the Board 
of Appeal may hold a hearing and render its decision without such 
report. 


(t{As amended on May 26, 1970) 
tSECTION 7-3. Conditions Required for Variance. The Board 


of Appeal shall grant a variance only if it finds that all of the 
following conditions are met: . 
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NO. 


t13A 


$14 


USE ITEM 


Use Item No. 16A or Use Item 


NOMS SR ere kt he ee eo 


“Except F in H-2-65. 

({As amended on Dec. 5, 1966, 
May 26, 1970, Feb. 17, 1971, Mar. 
20, 1972, and Feb. 28, 1979) 


Dormitory not accessory to a use 
specified in Use Item No. 16A or 


USexIeIniNO. 1G 8 ee eee! OE 


“Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65. 


($As inserted on Feb. 3, 1966, 
and amended on Dec. 5, 1966, 
May 26, 1970, Feb. 17, 1971, 
Mar. 20, 1972, 1972, Oct. 19, 
1978, and Oct. 31, 1980) 


Fraternity or sorority house -............ 
*Except F in H-2-65, H-3-65 and H-5. 


({As amended on September 16, 
1965, Dec. 5, 1966, May 26, 1970, 
Feb. 17, 1971, March 20, 1972, 
Feb. 28, 1979, and Oct. 31, 1980) 
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District 
Lon 
GPAC 
CAG 
Ca 


8-7, (13A-14) 


Moi WwW 
F F F 
F oF F 
F oF F 


8-7, (15-16) 


District 
NO. USE ITEM SARA Hee 


+15 Hotel; motel; apartment hotel.............. eet itr Gr | #: A: 
*Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65. 
#F in L-.5 and L-1; A in L-2; 
C in L-2-65. 
(tAs amended on October 22, 1974, 
October 19, 1978, and October 31, 1980) 


EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


+16 Elementary or secondary school attend- 

ID ance at which satisfies the require- 
ments of the compulsory education laws 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts... .. A* A* # | A* At 


*Provided that no play space or park- 
ing area is nearer any lot line than 

the front yard depth required by this 
code for the lot, and that the require- 
ments of St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2, where 
apt, are met. 

#A* except C* in H-2-65 and except C* 
in H-3-65 if an elementary school and 

F in H-3-65 if a secondary school. 


Toubjectifo. st. 1956)1c. Gbonsac: 


(As amended on September 7, 1967, 
May 26, 1970, Oct. 19, 1978, 
April 11, 1979, and Oct. 31, 1980) 
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NO. 


57 


t57A 


USE ITEM 


level is surrounded by a wall or 
tight fence not less than seven feet 
high. 


Outdoor storage of second-hand 

lumber or other used building 

material, junk, scrap, paper, rags, 
unrepaired or uncleaned containers, 

or other articles; storage 

of more than fifteen thousand gallons of 
flammable liquids and of more than 

ten thousand cubic feet of gases; 

wrecking and dismantling of 

MotoOtevehicles serrawi: oe Ae. an. eu oS 


“Provided the use is screened by 


a wall or tight fence not less than 
seven feet high. 


Outdoor storage of damaged or 
disabled motor vehicles ................ 
“Provided there is no dismantling of motor 


vehicles or sale of used parts on the 
lot. 


($As inserted on June 16, 1982) 


65 


District 


8-7, (57-57A): 


8-7, (58) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
VEHICULAR STORAGE AND SERVICE 
$58: (Parking otic ee: creer Fees eee oe 


*Provided that the parking 
lot abuts or is across the 
street from an L, B, M, | 

or W district and is oper- 
ated by an establishment 

in such district exclusively 
for the parking of motor 
vehicles (other than trucks) 
of, and without charge to, 

its employees, customers and 
guests; and provided further, 
in either case, that no vehicle 
is parked in the front yard 
required by this code or 
within a distance equal to 

the side of the yard so required 
from any side or rear 

lot line adjoining a lot in 

an S, R or H district, that 

all lighting is so arranged 

as to shine downward and 
away from streets and adjoin- 
ing lots, and that the park- 
ing lot is adequately screened 
from all streets and adjoin- 
ing lots. 


TtExcept F in H-2-65 and 
H-3-65; also F unless the 
parking lot either is 
operated exclusively for the 
parking of 
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NO. 


District 
USE ITEM S R Hit 8B 


motor vehicles (other than trucks) 
of persons living in the neighbor- 
hood, or abuts or is across the 
street from aL, B, M, | or W 
district and is operated by an 
establishment in such district 
exclusively for the parking of 
motor vehicles (other than trucks) 
of, and without charge to, its 
employees, customers and guests; 
and provided further, in either 
case, that no vehicle is parked 

in the front yard required by this 
code or within a distance equal 
to the side yard so required from 
any side or rear lot line adjoining 
a lot in a S, R or H district, that 
all lighting is so arranged as to 
shine downward and away from 
streets and adjoining lots and 
that the parking lot is ade- 
quately screened from all 

streets and adjoining lots. 


#A+ in B-1 and B-2; C+ in 
other B districts. 


+ Except C in a restricted 
parking district and except 
F in a limited parking 
district. 


(t{As amended on May 30, 
1969, February 17, 1971, 
September 27, 1973, 
October 19, 1978, October 
31, 1980, and December 30, 
1983) 
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8-7, (58) 


8-7, (5S-09) 


NO. 


Pad 


— $60 


USE ITEM 


Parking: GaraQe ine eyes > aycecnerenet nee 


*Provided that the parking garage is 
operated exclusively for the parking 
of motor vehicles (other than trucks) 
of persons living in the neighborhood 
except that gasoline and oil may be 
sold if sales thereof are limited to 
tenants of the garage and are com- 
pletely consummated entirely within 
the garage. 


tExcept C in a restricted 
parking district and except 
F in a limited parking 
district. 


(tAs amended on Sept. 27, 
1973, and December 30, 
1983) 


Repair garage; gasoline service station; 


Cal WASH IC. AG Be oe ie 


*Provided that all washing, painting, 
lubricating, and making of repairs is 
carried on inside a building and that 
any auto body shop, car wash, repair 
shop and paint shop is sufficiently 
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District 


SS (Ro cH it Bae Me, 


Ct 


Gz 


At 


Cy. 


A AY ot 


a separate lot; and if such dwelling is to the rear of another 
dwelling or other main building, the provisions of paragraph 
(c) of Section 14-5 shall also apply. After public notice and 
hearing and subject to the provisions of Section 6-2, the 
Board of Appeal may grant permission for a variation from the 
requirements of this section if it finds that open space for all 
occupants, and light and air for all rooms designed for human 
occupancy, will not be less than would be provided if the 
requirements of this section were met. 


SECTION 22-5. Two or More Other Main Buildings on 
One Lot. If on one lot there are two or more main buildings 
other than dwellings (which phrase, as here used, shall not be 
construed as excluding temporary dwellings from the words 
“main buildings’), the yard and setback requirements of this 
code shall apply at each actual lot line and not as if each 
building were on a separate lot. 


ARTICLE 23 
OFF-STREET PARKING 


$SECTION 23-1. Residential Uses. No structure or jand 
shall be used for any use listed in Table A of Section 8-7 


147 


22-5, 23-1 


23-1 


under Use Item Nos. 1,1A, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 7A, 7B, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 13A, 
14 or 15, unless off-street parking facilities are provided as follows: 


If the Maximum Floor Area For Each Dwelling 
Ratio Specified in Table B of Unit* There Shall be 
Section 13-1 for the Lot is: Provided at Least: 

0.3 or 0.5 1.0 spacef 
0.8 or 1.0 0.9 spaceT 

2.0 0.7 spacet 
3.0 0.6 spaceT 
4.0 0.5 spaceT 
5.0 0.4 spaceT 


*Where use is not divided into dwelling units: 

(a) If sleeping rooms have accommodations for not 
more than two persons, each two sleeping rooms 
shall constitute one dwelling unit; and 

(b) If sleeping rooms have accommodations for more 
than two persons, each four beds shall constitute 
one dwelling unit. 


tor, in the case of housing projects for eldery persons 
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of low income, 0.2 space. Housing projects for elderly 
persons of low income, as used herein, shall be deemed to 
mean such housing constructed under the Housing Authority 
law of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and/or the United 
States Housing Act of 1937 as amended. 


(f{As amended on November 26, 1965, April 14, 1967, 
November 9, 1978, April 11, 1979, August 10, 1979, 
and June 29, 1984) 


FSECTION 23-2. Public Assembly Uses. Except in a 
restricted parking district, no structure or land shall be 
used for any use listed in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use 
Item Nos. 21, 27, 28, 29, 30, 36A, 37, 38, 38A, 52, 62, 63, 
or 66 unless off-street parking facilities are provided as 
follows: 


If the Maximum Floor One Space shall be Provided, 
Area Ratio Specified If There Are If There Are 
in Table B of Section Seats“, No Seats, 
13-1 for the Lot is: for Each: for Each: 
0.3 or 0.5 5 seats 100 square 
0.8 or 1.0 6 seats 120 feet of 
2.0 8 seats 160 public 
3.0 15 seats 300 floor 
4.0 20 seats 400 \ area In 
50 20 seats 400 structures 
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23-2 


23-3 


*Where benches are used for seating purposes, each two 
lineal feet of bench shall constitute one seat. 


Except that places of worship need provide no more than one half of 
such number of spaces. 


(tAs amended on September 27, 1973 and March 5, 1975.) 


+SECTION 23-3. Institutional Uses. Except in a restricted 
parking district, no structure or land shall be used for any use listed 
in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 16, 16A, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
20A, 22, 22A, 23, 24, 25, 39A, 77 or 79, unless off-street parking 
facilities are provided as follows: 


If the Maximum Floor Area 
Ratio Specified in Table B of One Space Shall be Provided 


Section 13-1 for the Lot is: for Each: 
0:3 or 0:5 600 \ square 
0.8 or 1.0 700 feet 
2.0 1,000 of 
3.0 1,800 gross 
4.0 2,400 floor 
5.0 2,400 » area 


Provided that any use under Use Item Nos. 16, 17, 18 or 19 primarily 
for children under sixteen need provide no more than one half of such 
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24-1 


used in such a manner as at no time to constitute a nuisance 
or a hazard or unreasonable impediment to traffic. 


ARTICLE 24 
OFF-STREET LOADING 


FSECTION 24-1. Off-Street Loading Bay Requirements. 
No structure or land shall be used for any use unless off-street 
loading facilities are provided on the lot as follows: 


Number of Loading Bays Required 


Gross Floor Area Group | Group II Group III 
(in square feet) Uses* _ Uses** Uses*** 


Miners.) ,000 soe silent Bs valor 
15,000 1050,0008 saaeicaiz., 220 
BO, 000MOr1 00,0006 ja. cn. sadiiees 
BU UUGEIE OU OU mit 18... certs ae 
BU WUU OroUU, U00E =. 1.5... eee 
300, 000-andiovene: muds aie. 


eee eoken@) 
+ WN] - OO 
+t+ARWNM—- Oo 
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24-4 


+4 plus 1 for each additional 150,000 square feet 

#5 plus 1 for each additional 150,000 square feet 

*Uses listed in Tat'2 A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 
1.14253) 45°67 Ae 8,9. 10e2Z2A, 26Re/ ee at ce 
33, 39, 39A, 40, a0. 52, 53, 58 and 59. 


**Uses listed in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 
11212513) GAP 142 151651 GAL tii OF lon eUn OA capica mes, 
24, 25, 29, 30, 36A, 37, 38, 38A, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 

49 and 57. 


***Uses listed in Table A of Section 8-7 under Use Item Nos. 
34, 34A, 35, 36, 45, 54, 55, 56, 57, 60, 60A, 61, 62, 63, 64, 
65, 66, 67, 68, 69 and 70. 


Mixed Uses. If a lot by reason of a diversity of occupancies falls 
within more than one use group, the number of loading bays required by the 
occupancies within each use group shall be determined and then such 
numbers totalled; and off-street loading facilities with such total number of 
bays shall be provided. 


Pre-Code Structures. If a structure existing when this code took 
effect is altered or extended so as to increase its gross floor area, 
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only the additional gross floor area shall be counted in computing the 
off-street loading bays required. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, April 30, 1968, 
August 12, 1971, July 9, 1973, March 5, 1975, October 
19, 1978, November 9, 1978, August 10, 1979, January 
8, 1982, and June 29, 1984) 


SECTION 24-2. Design. All off-street loading facilities 
provided to comply with Section 24-1 shall meet the following 
specifications: 


(a) Such facilities shall have bays, maneuvering areas, and appropriate 
means of vehicular access to a street, and shall be so designed as 
not to constitute a nuisance or a hazard or unreasonable impediment 
to traffic; and all lighting shall be so arranged as to shine away 

from streets and residences. 


(b) Such facilities, including all bays, maneuvering areas and 
access drives, shall be so graded, surfaced, drained and maintained 
as to prevent water and dust therefrom going upon any street or 
another lot. 


(c) Each loading bay shall be located entirely on the lot 
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and shall be no less than ten feet in width, twenty-five feet in 
length, and fourteen feet in height, exclusive of maneuvering 

areas and access drives. Each loading bay within fifty feet of 

a residential district shall be enclosed in a structure if the use 
regularly involves night operations. 


SECTION 24-3. Maintenance. All off-street loading 
facilities provided to comply with Section 24-1 shall be 
maintained exclusively for loading and unloading purposes so 
long as a use requiring them exists. Such facilities shall be 
used in such a manner as at no time to constitute a nuisance 
or a hazard or unreasonable impediment to traffic. 
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g. the compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated 
development: 


h. the relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and 
flood plain management program of the area; 


i. the safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and 
emergency vehicles; 


j. the expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and sediment 
transport of the flood waters and the effects of wave action, if ap- 
plicable, expected at the site; and 

k. the costs of providing governmental services during and after flood 
conditions, including maintenance and repair of public utilities and 
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems, and 
streets and bridges. 


Procedures. At the time a variance from item 1 or item 2 of Section 25-5 
is issued, the Executive Secretary of the Board of Appeal shall notify the 
petitioner in writing that (1) construction permitted by said variance will be 
subject to increased flood insurance rates commensurate with the degree of 
nonconformity, and (2) construction below the base flood elevation increases 
risks to life and property. 

The Board of Appeal shall maintain a record of all variances granted 
from Section 25-5, including justification for their issuance. Such variances 
shall be reported to the Federal Emergency Management Agency in such an- 
nual or periodic report as may be requested by the Agency. 


Exception. A variance from the provisions of this article may be granted 
by the Board of Appeal, after due notice and hearing, for the reconstruction 
or restoration of a structure, or of a structure in a district, which is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places or which has been designated by the 
Boston Landmarks Commission under the provisions of Chapter 772 of the 
Acts of 1975, even though the requirements of this section are not met. 


SECTION 25-7. Application. The provisions of this article are not in- 
tended to repeal, amend, abrogate, annul, or interfere with any lawfully 
adopted statutes, ordinances, covenants, regulations, or rules. However, 
where this article imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this article 
shall govern. (Note: The jurisdiction of the Boston Conservation Commission 
under Chapter 131, Section 40, of the Massachusetts General Laws includes 
areas not shown on the FIRM and Floodway maps.) 
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tARTICLE 26 


DEVELOPMENT IMPACT PROJECTS 


(tArticle inserted on December 29, 1983) 


SECTION 26-1. Statement of Purpose. The purpose of this arti- 
cle is to promote the public health, safety, convenience and 
welfare; to prevent overcrowding and deterioration of existing 
housing; to preserve and increase the City’s housing amenities; to 
facilitate the adequate provision of the public requirement for low 
and moderate income housing; and to establish a balance be- 
tween new, large-scale real estate development and the low and 
moderate income housing needs of the City of Boston, by provi- 
sions designed to: 


iy 


Afford review and to regulate large-scale real estate 
development projects which create new jobs and attract 
new workers to the City of Boston. 


Increase the availability of low and moderate income hous- 
ing by requiring developers, as a condition of the grant of 
deviations from the Zoning Code or the grant of an amend- 
ment to the Zoning Map, to make a development impact 
payment to the Neighborhood Housing Trust or to con- 
tribute to the creation of low and moderate income housing. 


SECTION 26-2. Definitions. 


1} 


“Development Impact Project’, any development in the City 
of Boston in which it is proposed to erect a building or 
structure having a gross floor area (exclusive of all ac- 
cessory parking garage space) in excess of one hundred 
thousand (100,000) square feet, or to enlarge or extend a 
building or structure so as to increase its gross floor area 
(exclusive of all accessory parking garage space) by more 
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than one hundred thousand (100,000) Square feet or to 
substantially rehabilitate a building or structure having, or 
to have, after rehabilitation, a gross floor area (exclusive of 
all accessory parking garage space) of more than one hun- 
dred thousand (100,000) square feet; which building or struc- 
ture is intended for a use for which the use item number is 
listed in Table C, Section 26-3, or, for a use for which the 
use item number is not listed if such building project will 
directly result in a reduction in the supply of low and 
moderate income dwelling units; and which development re- 
quires a variance, conditional use permit, exception or zon- 
ing map or text amendment. ‘ 
. “Development Impact Project Plan’, a plan for a develop- 
ment which qualifies as a Development Impact Project. The 
Plan shall set forth the proposed location and appearance 
of structures, open spaces and landscaping, proposed uses 
of the building or buildings, densities, projected number of 
employees, proposed traffic circulation, parking and loading 
facilities, access to public transportation, proposed dimen- 
sions of structures, and may include proposed building 
elevations, schematic layout drawings and exterior building 
materials, and such other matters as the Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority deems appropriate to its consideration of 
the proposed construction. 


. “Development Impact Project Exaction”, the payment of a 
Sum of money by the Project applicant, which rate of pay- 
ment is set forth in Section 26-3(2), below, to the 
Neighborhood Housing Trust (the Housing Payment Exac- 
tion) or the creation, by the Project applicant, of housing 
units (the Housing Creation Exaction). 


(a) The Housing Payment Exaction shall be made to the 
Neighborhood Housing Trust in twelve (12) equal, annual 
installments, the first installment due upon the issuance 
of a certificate of occupancy for the Project building or 


169 


twenty-four (24) months after the granting of the building 
permit, whichever comes first. The remaining eleven (11) 
payments shall be due and payable annually on the an- 
niversary of the first payment. However, if said 
Neighborhood Housing Trust has not been created at the 
time any such Housing Payment Exaction becomes due, 
the Project applicant shall make the payment to the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority. The Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority shall place any payments received, on ac- 
count of the Housing Payment Exaction requirement in 
an escrow account, to be held therein for the benefit of 
the Trust, until such time as the Neighborhood Housing 
Trust is created. Any payments made by the Project ap- 
plicant to the Neighborhood Housing Trust, on account 
of the Housing Payment Exaction requirement, shall be 
credited against any amounts due to said Trust on ac- 
count of any neighborhood impact excise which may be 
assessed by the City of Boston. 


(b) The Housing Creation Exaction requirement shall be met 
by contributing to the creation of housing units, for oc- 
Cupancy exclusively by low and moderate income 
residents of the City, at a cost at least equal to the 
amount of the appropriate Housing Payment Exaction, 
and in conformity with written regulations to be adopted 
by the Boston Redevelopment Authority after public 
notice and hearing. The actual Housing Creation Exac- 
tion may be approved by the Authority only after public 
notice and hearing. 


4. “Substantially rehabilitate’, to cause alterations or repairs 
to be made, to a building or structure, within any period of 
twelve (12) months, costing in excess of fifty (50) percent of 
the physical value of the building or structure. Physical 
value of a building or structure shall be based on the 
assessed value as recorded in the assessor’s office of the 
City of Boston. 
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9. “Neighborhood Housing Trust’, a Massachusetts charitable 
trust to be created pursuant to the Special Statutes and Or- 
dinances of the City of Boston. The Trust will administer 
funds received by means of the Housing Payment Exaction 
requirement for Development Impact Projects. 


6. “Public agency”, a department, agency, board, commission, 
authority, or other instrumentality of the Commonwealth, or 
of one or more political subdivision(s) of the Common- 
wealth, or the United States. 

SECTION 26-3. Development Impact Project Requirements. No 
variance, conditional use permit, exception or zoning map or text 
amendment for a Development Impact Project shall be granted, 
allowed or adopted unless the following requirements are met: 


1. The Boston Redevelopment Authority, after a public hear- 
ing, shall have approved a Development Impact Project 
Plan. No Plan shall be approved by the Authority unless the 
Authority finds that the Plan conforms to the general plan 
for the City as a whole and that nothing in such Plan will be 
injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to 
the public welfare; and 


2. The person or persons making application for a variance, 
conditional use permit, exception, or zoning map or text 
amendment to erect, substantially rehabilitate, enlarge, or 
extend a building or structure pursuant to a Development 
Impact Project Plan shall also have entered into an agree- 
ment with the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the 
Neighborhood Housing Trust to be responsible for a 
Development Impact Project Exaction. 


(a) For each use listed below, in Table C, a Housing Pay- 


ment Exaction of five dollars ($5.00) for each square foot 
of gross floor area in excess of one hundred thousand 
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(100,000) square feet, shall be required. Uses, other than 
accessory parking, that are ancillary or accessory to the 
uses listed in Table C shall also be subject to the Hous- 
ing Payment Exaction. 


TABLE C: DEVELOPMENT IMPACT USES 


Use Use Item Numbers 

Office 39, 39A, 40, 41, 42 

Retail Business and Serv- 20513270434 0"35.536. 

ice 36A, 37, 37A, 38, 38A, 43, 
44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 60, 
60A, 61 

Institutional and Educa- 11, 12, 13, 13A, 14, 16, 16A, 

tional 17, 18,192.20, s20A, 21, 22. 
22A, 23, 24, 29, 


Hotel and Motel, but not in- ee 
cluding Apartment Hotel 


(b) For mixed-use buildings or structures in which one or 
more of the above uses are combined, the above re- 
quirements shall apply if the gross floor area devoted to 
any one or more of the said uses shall in the aggregate 
exceed one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet. 


(c) The Housing Payment Exaction rate for the use 
categories listed in Table C shall be subject to recalcula- 
tion five (5) years after the effective date of this provision 
and every five (5) years thereafter. The Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority, after public notice and hearing, shall 
make a recommendation to the Zoning Commission for 
the amendment of the Housing Payment Exaction, based 


hie 


on a consideration of the following criteria: 


(i) Economic trends measured in terms of development 
activity, commercial rents per square foot, employ- 
ment growth, and inflation rates. 


(ii) Housing trends measured in terms of vacancy rates 
for low and moderate income housing, and produc- 
tion statistics for new dwelling units. 


The resulting analysis will determine the changes in the 
City’s low and moderate income housing needs and the 
continuing ability of new, large-scale development to 
assist in meeting the housing needs of the City of 
Boston. 


(d) The Building Commissioner shall not issue any building 
or use permit with respect to any building, structure, or 
land within an area covered by a Project Plan, unless the 
Director of the Boston Redevelopment Authority has cer- 
tified on the application therefor, and on each and every 
plan, drawing or specification filed with the Building 
Commissioner in connection therewith, that the same 
have been subject to design review, and that the same 
are consistent with the Authority-approved Project Plan 
and that the applicant has entered into an agreement 
with the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the 
Neighborhood Housing Trust, as provided in Sections 
26-2(3) and 26-3(2), above. 


3. The following are not Development Impact Projects and will 
not be subject to the Development Impact Project Re- 
quirements: 


(a) Any building or structure for which a building or use per- 
mit is lawfully issued before notice of hearing before the 
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Zoning Commission has first been given respecting 
adoption of the Development Impact Project provision, 
provided that construction work under such a permit is 
commenced within six months after its issue, and the 
work proceeds in good faith continuously to completion 
so far as is reasonably practicable under the cir- 
cumstances; 


(b) Any building or structure for which construction or per- 
manent financing has been secured, as evidenced by an 
irrevocable written commitment of a lending institution 
or a recorded mortgage indenture, and by the borrower’s 
bona fide payment of a loan commitment fee; or 


(c) Any building or structure which is, or will be, wholly- 
owned by one or more public agencies. 
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SECTION 27-3. Interim Planning Procedure. 


An application for an Interim Planning Permit must be filed in 
quadruplicate with the Inspectional Services Department, which 
will retain one copy and transmit the other copies within seven 
days as follows: one to the Board of Appeal, one to the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority, and one to the Zoning Commission. 
Within ninety days of the receipt of such transmittal, the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority shall file with the Board of Appeal a 
report with recommendations together with materials, maps or 
plans to aid the Board of Appeal in judging the application. The 
Board of Appeal shall not hold a hearing or render any decision on 
an application for such Permit until such report with recommenda- 
tions has been received and considered; provided that if no such 
report is received within ninety days, the Board of Appeal may 
hold a hearing and render a decision without such report. 


The Board of Appeal shall grant such application only if it 
finds that the proposed action described in the application would 
not be incompatible with the goals of the comprehensive planning 
study and contemplated rezoning. 


SECTION 27-4. Petition for Interim Planning Overlay District. 
The Boston Redevelopment Authority may petition the Zoning 
Commission for the designation of an Interim Planning Overlay 
District. Such petition must: 


1. Define the physical boundaries of the Interim Planning 
Overlay District. 


2. Describe the characteristics of the area that suggest the ex- 
isting underlying zoning may not be appropriate. 


3. Specify a detailed timetable with specified deadlines for 
conducting and completing the comprehensive planning 
Study, and for drafting and petitioning for any rezoning of 
the area. 


vas 


4. Specify a specific date, not to exceed two years from the 
effective date of an amendment establishing such district, 
for dissolution of the Interim Planning Overlay District. 


5. State regulations to control land use in the area during the 
specified time period including but not limited to the follow- 


ing: 


a. regulations which suspend the underlying existing zon- 
ing; 


b. regulations governing the Interim Planning Permit, if any. - 


6. State explicitly which land uses and activities are subject to 
the provisions of the Interim Planning Overlay District, and 
which land uses and activities, if any, are left to be gov- 
erned by the underlying existing zoning. 


SECTION 27-5. Severability Clause. 


The provisions of this regulation are severable, and if any such 
provision or provisions shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by 
any decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 
shall not impair or otherwise affect any other provision of this 
regulation. 
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Text Amendment Application No. 100 
Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Increase in Cost of Hearing 


TEXT AMENDMENT NO 76 ERRECEIVE 

: April 22, 1985t 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY OF BOSTON 


IN ZONING COMMISSION 


The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston, acting under Cinapter 665 of 
the Acts of 1956 as amended, after due report, notice and hearing does 
hereby amend the Boston Zoning Code as follows: 


By striking out Section 5-4, respecting the estimated cost of a public hearing 
before said Commission, and inserting in place thereof the following section: 


SECTION 5-4. Estimated Cost of a Hearing on a Proposed Amendment. 
The estimated average cost to the City of a hearing on a proposed amendment 
of this code is hereby established as two hundred and twenty five dollars. 


TDate of public notice: March 29, 1985 (see St. 1956, c. 665, s.5). 


Text Amendment Application No. 100 Text Amendment No. 76 


In Zoning Commission Adopted April 9, 1985 


Attest: 


Af, 
LM a Lule 


Secretary 


The foregoing amendment was presented to the Mayor on April 16, 1985, and 
was signed by him on April 22, 1985, whereupon it became effective on 
April 22, 1985, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 
665 of the Acts of 1956. 


Attest: 


AMENDED PAGES for BOSTON ZONING CODE 


Text Amendments No. 77 through No. 109*; No. 113 
May 1, 1985, through July 31, 1988; October 13, 1988 


These pages should be inserted in your copy of the Zoning Code as replacement and new 
pages and this cover sheet kept in the front of the binder as a record of the amendments 
incorporated in that copy. 


Index Pages Code Pages Code Pages 
A 19 (p) 86 
B 20 87 (p) 
C 20A 94 
D 2a 95 
E 25 95A (p) 
5 28 105 
Geib) 29 114 (c) 
H  (p) 34 115 (p) 
| 38 115a 
39 (p) 115b 
40 (p) 116 
Code Pages 40A 117 
2 40B 118 (p) 
3 41 126 
6 48 (c) 127 
r 50 128 
8 50A 129 
Sec) Smee (Dp) 130 (c) 
12 54 136 
13 Sy 141 
15 57A 142 
16 58 143 (p) 
16A 59 176 
17 'stoemmm ()) 179 
18 


Notes: (c) = nochange except correction of error in prior printings. 

(Pp) = nochange except in pagination. 

Pages not listed have no change; they are included as backing pages. 
“Except amendments inserting new articles. 


Pages for the following will be issued separately: 


Article No. / Amendment No(s). Article No. / Amendment No(s). 
26A 80 31 100 
26B 81 33 102 
28 84 34 104A 
29 88, 89, 99 35 108 
30 103 


Copies of amendments inserting articles establishing Interim Planning Overlay Districts 
may be obtained from the office of the Boston Zoning Commission. See page 179. 
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ZONING REGULATION 
ARTICLE 1 


TITLE, PURPOSE AND SCOPE 


SECTION 1-1. Title. This regulation shall be known and may 
be cited as the ‘‘Boston Zoning Code’”’. 


SECTION 1-2. Purpose. The purposes of this code are hereby 
declared to be: to promote the health, safety, convenience, 
morals and welfare of the inhabitants of the City; to encour- 
age the most appropriate use of land throughout the City; to 
prevent overcrowding of land; to conserve the value of land 
and buildings; to lessen congestion in the streets; to avoid 
undue concentration of population; to provide adequate light 
and air; to secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; 
to facilitate adequate provision for transportation, water, 
sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements; and 
to preserve and increase the amenities of the City. 


SECTION 1-3. Scope. In their interpretation and application, 
the provisions of this code shall not be construed to repeal, 
abrogate, annul or in any way impair or interfere with the 
provisions of other regulations, laws or ordinances except 
Chapter 488 of the Acts of 1924, as amended, which is repealed 
on the effective date of this code, or with provisions of pri- 
vate restrictions placed upon property by covenant, deed or 
other private agreement, or with provisions of restrictive 
covenants running with the land to which the City is a party. 
Where this code imposes a greater restriction than is imposed 
or required by any of the aforesaid provisions, the provisions 
of this code shall prevail. 


etl 201-3 


2-1, (1)-(3B) 


ARTICLE 2 
DEFINITIONS 


SECTION 2-1. Meaning of Certain Words and Phrases. As used in this 
code, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings given in the fol- 
lowing clauses, unless a contrary intention clearly appears: 


(1) "Accessory building", a structure devoted exclusively to a use accessory 
to a main use of the lot. 


(2) "Accessory use", a use customarily incident to, and on the same lot as, 
a main use. 


+(2A) "Amusement game machine", a machine, apparatus, device, or 
mechanism, by which entertainment requiring or involving participation therein or 
the use of skill therein by a player or patron is furnished for profit, including, but 
not exclusively, video games and pinball machines, and excluding pool tables, 
sippio tables, billiard tables, and bowling alleys. An amusement game machine 
may be, but need not be, controlled by a coin, token, or slug. 


($As inserted on June 2, 1983) 


(3) “Apartment hotel", a building primarily for persons who have their 
residence therein, containing four or more apartments which do not have 
kitchens. 


+(3A) "Bank, drive-in", a bank which provides, as all or part of its services, 
one or more teller’s windows for the use of persons while seated in motor 
vehicles. 


(+As inserted on November 30, 1973, and amended on April 11, 1979) 


+(3B) "Basement", that portion of a building which is partly or completely 
below grade (see also clause (43), "Story above grade"). 


(tAs inserted on September 23, 1987) 


2-1, (8C)-(8) 


$(3C) "Bay window", a fenestrated projection from the face of a building en- 
tirely contained within the following dimensions: (a) depth not to exceed five feet, 
(b) width not to exceed eighteen feet or seventy percent of the width of the build- 
ing, whichever is the lesser, and (c) each side to form an angle with the face of 


the building of not less than one hundred thirty-five degrees. (Illustrated in Appen- 
dix 2.) 


(As amended on February 17, 1971, November 30, 1973, and Septem- 
ber 23, 1987) 


(4) "Block", the lot or lots fronting on the same side of the same street be- 
tween two streets intersecting such street on such side with no other such inter- 
secting street intervening. 


(5) “Board of Appeal", the Board of Appeal in the Building Department of 
the City. 


$(6) "Boarding house", any dwelling (other than a hotel, motel, apartment 
hotel, dormitory, fraternity or sorority house) in which board is provided to five or 
more persons who are not within the second degree of kinship. 


(tAs amended on February 3, 1966) 


(7) "Building", a structure forming a shelter for persons, animals or property 
and having a roof, exclusive, however, of such frameworks and tents as are cus- 
tomarily used exclusively for outdoor carnivals, lawn parties, or like activities. 
Where the context allows, the word "building" shall be construed as though fol- 
lowed by the words "or part thereof". 


$(7A) “Building line", the line in conformity with the alignment of existing 
buildings in the same block, at a distance from the street line equal to the yard 
depth occurring most frequently on that block, as measured by lot widths along 
the street line. The distance from the street line to the building line shall be calcu- 
lated in accordance with the method described in Section 18-2. 


(tAs inserted on April 12, 1987) 


+(8) "Building Commissioner", the Building Commissioner, or successor, in- 
cluding but not limited to the Commissioner of Inspectional Services, of the City. 


(tAs amended on October 12, 1988) 


(9) ‘City’, the City of Boston. 
(10) ‘Clinic’, a place for the medical or similar examination 
and treatment of persons as outpatients. 

(11) ““Commission’’, the Zoning Commission of the City. 
$#(11A) ‘‘Dormitory’’, any dwelling (other than a fraternity or 
sorority house) occupied primarily as a place of temporary abode 

by persons attending educational institutions. 


(FAs inserted on February 3, 1966) 


(12) ‘“‘Dwelling’’, a building or structure used in whole or in 
part for human habitation. 

(13) “Dwelling, detached’’, a dwelling which is designed to be 
and is substantially separate from any other structure or structures 
except accessory buildings. 

(14) “Dwelling, multi-family’, a building containing three or 
more dwelling units, but not including a motel. 

(15) ‘“‘Dwelling, semi-detached’’, a dwelling having a party wall 
in common with another dwelling but which otherwise is designed to 
be and is substantially separate from any other structure or structures 
except accessory buildings. 

(16) “Dwelling unit’’, a room or group of rooms forming a habitable 
unit for one family with facilities used or intended to be used for 
living, sleeping, cooking and eating. 


2-1, (17)-(21) 


(17) “‘Erect’’, to construct or reconstruct or excavate, fill, 
drain, or conduct physical operations of any kind in preparation 
for or in pursuance of construction or reconstruction, or to move 
a building or structure upon a lot. 
(18) ‘“‘Extend’’, to increase in area or volume. 
(19) “‘Family’’, one or more persons occupying a dwelling unit 
and living as a single, non-profit housekeeping unit, provided 
that a group of five or more persons who are not within the 
second degree of kinship shall not be deemed to constitute a 
family. 
(20) ‘‘Floor area ratio’, the ratio of gross floor area of a 
structure to the total area of the lot. 
$(21) ‘Floor area, gross’’, the sum of areas of the several 
floors of the structure, as measured by the exterior faces of the 
walls, including fully enclosed porches and the like as measured 
by the exterior limits thereof, but excluding (a) garage space which 
is in the basement of a building or, in the case of garage space 
accessory to a dwelling, is at grade, (b) basement and cellar areas 
devoted exclusively to uses accessory to the operation of the structure, 
and (c) areas elsewhere in the structure devoted to housing mechani- 
cal equipment customarily located in the basement or cellar such 
as heating and air conditioning equipment, plumbing, electrical 
equipment, laundry facilities and storage facilities, provided, however, 
that in an H-2-45, H-2-65, H-3-65, L-2-65 or B-3-65 district no area in an ex- 
isting structure previously included in gross floor area and no area in any 
addition to an existing structure, except areas not used or designed to be 
used for human occupancy, such as attics, basements, cellars or space un- 
der sloping eaves, shail be excludable from gross floor area as area for stor- 
age facilities or laundry facilities. 
({As amended September 27, 1973, March 5, 1980, October 31, 
1980, and June 16, 1982) 


9-1, (22)-(23) 


+(22) "Grade", a reference plane representing the average finished ground 
level adjoining the building at all exterior walls. When the finished ground level is 
away from the exterior walls, the reference plane shall be established by the 
lowest points within the area between the building and the lot line or, when the lot 
line is more than six (6) feet from the building, between the building and a point 
six (6) feet from the building. 


(tAs amended on September 23, 1987) 


+(22A) “Group care residence, general", premises for the residential care or 
supervision (but not including custodial care) of ex-alcoholics, ex-drug addicts, 
pre-release or post-release convicts or juveniles under seventeen years of age 
who are under the care of correctional agencies of the Commonwealth, but not in- 
cluding the residential care of mentally ill, mentally retarded, or physically hand- 
icapped persons if such care is licensed, regulated or operated by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts or operated by a vendor under contract with 
the Commonwealth. 


(£As inserted on November 9, 1978) 


+(22B) "Group care residence, limited", premises licensed, regulated or 
operated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or operated by a vendor under 
contract with the Commonwealth for the residential care or supervision in any 
single dwelling unit of no fewer than five nor more than twelve mentally ill, mental- 
ly retarded, or physically handicapped persons, plus resident staff. 


($As inserted on August 10, 1979) 


+(23) “Height of building", the vertical distance from grade to the top of the 
highest point of the roof beams of a flat roof, or the mean level of the highest 
gable or slope of a hip roof, excluding roof structures and penthouses normally 
built above the roof not devoted to human occupancy and the total area of which 
does not exceed 33-1/3 percent of the roof. A mansard roof shall be considered 
a flat roof. 


(tAs amended on July 9, 1973, and September 23, 1987) 


2-1, (24)-(29) 


$(24) "Hotel", a building (other than a dormitory) containing four or more 
apartments without kitchens, or containing sleeping accommodations for ten or 
more persons, primarily the temporary abode of persons who have their residen- 
ces elsewhere. 


(As amended on February 3, 1966) 


+(24A) “Inspectional Services, or Inspectional Services Department, Com- 
missioner of": See clause (8). 


($As inserted on October 12, 1 988) 


$(25) "Lodging house", any dwelling (other than a boarding house, dor- 
mitory, fraternity, sorority house, hotel, motel or apartment hotel) in which living 
space, without kitchen facilities, is let to five or more persons who are not within 
the second degree of kinship. 


(As amended on February 3, 1966) 


$(26) "Lot", a parcel of land including land under water, whether or not 
platted, in single ownership, and not divided by a street. 


(f{As amended on April 14, 1967) 


(27) "Lot area", the horizontal area of the lot exclusive (a) of any areaina 
Street or private way open to public use, and (b) of any fresh-water area more 
than ten feet from the shoreline, and (c) of any salt-water area below the mean 
high-tide line. 


(28) "Lot, corner", a lot with boundaries abutting on, and meeting at the inter- 
section of, two streets when the lines of such boundaries form within such lot at 
such intersection an angle of not more than 135 degrees. In the case of a curved 
boundary, the tangent to such curved boundary at its point of intersection with 
another boundary of the lot shall be deemed to be the line of such boundary for 
the purposes of this definition. 


$(29) "Lot, depth", the horizontal distance between the front and rear lot 
lines measured by the length, within the lot, of a straight line connecting the mid- 
point of a straight line between the foremost points of the side lot lines with the 
midpoint of a straight line between the rearmost points of the side lot lines. 


(f{As amended on April 14, 1967) 


2-1, (30)-(34) 


(30) "Lot line, front", the line separating the lot from the street. The owner 
of a lot abutting on two or more streets may designate as the front lot line 
whichever of the two widest streets he chooses. 


(31) "Lot line, rear", the line which most nearly qualifies as the line most dis- 
tant and opposite from the front lot line; where the lot is irregularly shaped, a line 
perpendicular to the mean direction of the side lot lines, and at least ten feet in 
length within the lot. 


+(32) "Lot width", the shortest horizontal distance between the side lot lines 
measured perpendicular to the mean direction of two straight lines, one between 
the foremost and rearmost points of one side lot line, and the other between the 
foremost and rearmost points of the other side lot line. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967) 


+(32A) “Mansard roof", a sloping roof having a pitch of more than sixty (60) 
degrees to the horizontal. The floor under a mansard roof shall be considered a 
story as defined in clause (42). 


(tAs inserted on September 23, 1987) 


+(32B) "Mobile home", a dwelling, other than a recreational vehicle, that is 
transportable in one or more sections, built on a permanent chassis, and 
designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation. 


(tAs inserted on March 26, 1982, and amended on September 23, 1987) 


+(32C) "Mobile home park", a parking space for two or more mobile homes 
used as dwellings. 


(tAs inserted on June 29, 1984, and amended on September 23, 1987) 


(33) "Motel", a hotel primarily for transients travelling by automobile, with a 
parking space on the lot for each lodging unit, and with access to each such unit 
directly from the outside. 


(34) "Nonconforming use", a use of a structure or lot that does not conform 
to aregulation prescribed by this code for the district in which is it located; 


2-1, (35)-(38B) 


provided that such use was lawfully in existence on the effective date of this code 
or, in the case of a use made nonconforming by an amendment of this code, on 
the effective date of such amendment. 


(35) "Occupied", shall include the words "designed, arranged, or intended to 
be occupied". 


(36) "Parapet line", a horizontal line at the mean height of the wall of the 
building nearest to, and substantially parallel with, the lot line from which a set- 
back is being measured. 


(37) "Public open space”, an open space in public ownership devoted or to 
be devoted to a public use with only minor accessory buildings, if any. No struc- 
ture that exceeds twenty feet in height or two thousand square feet in gross floor 
area shall be considered to be a part of such public open space. "Public open 
space" shall be construed to include a street. 


(38) "Restricted, more, and less", a use district is "more restricted” if it is 
listed earlier in Section 3-1 and “less restricted" if listed later in said section. 


+(38A) "Rounding numbers, rule for", when a decimal must be rounded to 
the nearest whole number, as in the case of off-street parking requirements, or to 
the nearest foot, under Section 18-2 (as most recently amended on October 22, 
1974), and when the only digit dropped is .5, then if the last digit retained is an 
even number, it shall be left unchanged; but if the last digit retained is an odd 
number, it shall be increased to the next higher digit. In the case of rounding to 
the nearest half foot under Section 18-2 (as most recently amended on Oc- 
tober 22, 1974), if the only digits dropped are .25, the preceding digit shall be left 
unchanged; but if the only digits dropped are .75, the preceding digit shall be 
raised to the next higher number. 


(tAs inserted on November 27, 1974) 


+(38B) "Row house", one of a group of three or more houses sharing a com- 
mon or party wall on one or both side lot lines. 


(+As inserted on July 9, 1973, and November 27, 1974) 


2-1, (38C0)-(41b) 


+(38C) ‘‘School’, buildings, premises and parts thereof 
in which a regular course of public or private instruction 
is given. 


(tAs inserted on April 11, 1979) 


(39) ‘‘Shall’’, shall be considered mandatory and not 
directory. 


+(40) ‘‘Sign’’, any structure, device, light, letter, word, 
model, banner, pennant, insignia, trade flag, or 
representation which is designed to be seen from outside a 
building and which advertises or announces a use conducted 
or goods, products, services or facilities available, 
including electric signs in windows or doors, but 
excluding window displays of merchandise and signs 
incidental to the display of merchandise. 


(tAs amended on December 18, 1972) 


(41) “Sign, area of”: 


(a) For a sign, either free-standing or attached, the 
area shall be considered to include all lettering, word- 
ing, and accompanying designs and symbols, together with 
the background, whether open or enclosed, on which they 
are displayed, but not including any supporting frame- 
work and bracing which are incidental to the display 
itself. 


(b 


— 


For a sign painted upon or applied to a building, 

the area shall be considered to include all lettering, 
wording and accompanying designs or symbols together 
with any background of a different color than the 
natural color of the building. 


10 


2-1, (41c)-(41D) 


$(c) Where the sign consists of individual letters or symbols 
attached to or painted on a surface, building, canopy, 
awning, wall or window, the area shall be considered to 
be that of the smallest rectangle or other geometric shape 
which encompasses all of the letters or symbols. 


({As amended on December 18, 1972) 


+(d) Only one face of a two-faced sign shall be counted in 
computing the area of a sign, or the total area of signs on 
a sign frontage or on a lot. 


(tAs inserted on December 18, 1972, and amended on June 7, 
1974) 


+(41A) “Sign, awning’, a sign on or attached to a temporary 
retractable shelter which is supported entirely from the exterior 
wall of a building. 

+(41B) “Sign, canopy’’, a sign on or attached to a permanent 
overhanging shelter which projects from the face of a building and 
is supported only partially by said building. 

+(41C) “Sign design, comprehensive’, a plan submitted to 
the Urban Design Department of the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority for signs and related architectural features on a sign 
frontage, a building front or a group of buildings. 

+(41D) “Sign frontage’’, the length along a ground floor 
building front, facing a street or a private way accessible from 
a street, which is occupied by a separate and distinct use, as 


2-1, (41E)-(43) 


defined by Article 8; the length along a ground floor building side facing a street, 
which is occupied by a separate and distinct use or by the same use which oc- 
cupies the front of said building. 


(tAs inserted on April 11, 1973) 


$(41E) "Sign, marquee", a sign on or attached to a permanent overhanging 
shelter which projects from the face of a building and is entirely supported by said 
building. 


($As inserted on April 11, 1973) 


+(41F) "Sign, off-premise", a sign which advertises or announces a use con- 
ducted or goods available elsewhere than on the lot on which the sign is located. 


(tAs inserted on April 11, 1973) 


+(41G) "Sign, on-premise", a sign which advertises or announces a use con- 
ducted or goods available on the lot on which the sign is located. 


($As inserted on April 11, 1973) 


$(42) "Story", that portion of a building included between the upper surface 
of a floor and the upper surface of the floor or roof next above, excluding roof 
structures and penthouses normally built above the roof not devoted to human oc- 
cupancy and the total area of which does not exceed 33-1/3 percent of the roof 
below. 


(¢As amended on September 23, 1987) 


¢(43) "Story above grade", any story having finished floor surface entirely 
above grade except that a basement shall be considered a story above grade if 
the finished surface of the floor above the basement is more than six (6) feet 
above grade for more than fifty (50) percent of the total perimeter of the floor sur- 
face or more than twelve (12) feet above grade at any point. 


($As inserted on September 23, 1987) 
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2-1, (43A)-(48) 


$(43A) "Story, first", the lowest story above grade (see clause (43), "Story 
above grade"). 


($As amended on September 23, 1987) 


+(43B) "Story, half", a story used or designed to be used for human oc- 
cupancy that has a floor area measured four (4) feet vertically from the floor of 
not more than one-half (1/2) the area of the floor next below and in which the ceil- 
ing area or plane, measured at a height of seven and one-third (7-1/3) feet above 
the floor, is a minimum of one-third (1/3) the area of the floor. 


(tAs inserted on September 23, 1987) 


(44) "Street", a public way, alley, lane, court, sidewalk and such parts of 
public squares and public places as form travelled parts of highways. 


(45) "Street line", the line separating a street from a lot. 


(46) "Structure", a combination of materials assembled at a fixed location to 
give support or shelter, such as a building, bridge, trestle, tower, framework, 
retaining wall, tank, tunnel, tent, stadium, reviewing stand, platform, bin, fence, 
sign, flagpole, or the like. The word "structure" shall be construed, where the con- 
text allows, as though followed by the words "or part thereof". 


(47) ("Trailer park", deleted June 29, 1984; see 32B "Mobile home park".) 


+(48) "Usable open space", space suitable for recreation, swimming pool, 
tennis court, gardens, or household service activities, such as clothes drying. 
Such space must be at least seventy-five percent open to the sky, free of automo- 
tive traffic, parking, and undue hazard, and readily accessible by all those for 
whom it is required. 


($As amended on April 14, 1967) 


2-1, (49)-(52), 2-2, 2-3 


(49) ‘“‘Use’’, as a verb, shall be construed as if followed 
by the words “‘or is intended, arranged, designed, built, 
altered, converted, rented or leased to be used’”’. 

(50) “‘Yard, front’, an open space extending across 
the full width of the lot and lying between the front lot line 
and the nearest building. 

(51) “Yard, rear’, an open space immediately behind 
the rearmost main building on the lot and extending across 
the full width of the lot. 

(52) “Yard, side’, an open space along the side line 
of a lot, extending from the front yard line to the rear 
yard line; in the case of a side yard abutting on a street, 
extending to the rear lot line. 


SECTION 2-2. Other Words and Phrases. Words and 
phrases not defined in Section 2-1 but defined in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Building Code shall 
have the meanings given in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
State Building Code unless a contrary intention clearly 
appears. 


(tAs amended on April 11, 1979) 
SECTION 2-3. Rules of Construction. Words importing 


the singular shall include the plural; and words importing the 
plural shall include the singular. 
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ARTICLE 3 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 


SECTION 3-1. Division of City Into Districts. For the purposes of this 
code, the City is hereby divided into districts as follows: three classes of residen- 
tial districts: S (single family), R (general), and H (apartment); two classes of 
business districts: L (local) and B (general); three classes of industrial districts: 
M (restricted manufacturing), | (general), and W (waterfront); and one class of 
open space district: OS (open space). Land in private ownership shall not be in- 
cluded in the open space class of district without the written consent of the 
owner. 


Each of the residential, business, and industrial classes is further subdivided 
into subdistricts, which are identified by a number specifying the maximum al- 
lowed floor area ratio and some of which have a second number specifying a 
height limit. The open space district may be divided into open space subdistricts 
in accordance with the provisions of Article 33. 


(a) Residential Districts 


es | Single Family 


| General 


Apartment 


3-1 


(b) Business Districts 


(c 


— 


L-.5 
L-1 
L-2-55 
L-2-65 
L-2 


B-1 
B-2-55 
B-2 
B-3-65 
B-4 
B-6-90a 
B-6-90b 
B-8-55 
B-8-120a 
B-8-120b 
B-8-120c 
B-8 
B-10 


Local 


General 


Industrial Districts 


M-1 
M-2-55 
M-2 
M-4 
M-8 


I-2 
W-1 


W-2 


Restricted Manufacturing 


General Industrial 
Waterfront Service 


Waterfront Industrial 
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(d) Open Space Districts 


OS 


OS-A 
OS-CM 
OS-G 
OS-P 
OS-RC 
OS-SL 
OS-UP 
OS-UW 
OS-WA 


Open Space 


Air-Right 

Cemetery 

Community Garden 
Parkland 

Recreation 

Shoreland 

Urban Plaza 

Urban Wild 

Waterfront Access Area 


The boundaries of residential, industrial, and business districts are estab- 
lished as shown on a series of maps entitled "Zoning Districts City of Boston", 
dated August 15, 1962, on file in the office of the City Clerk, which maps, with all 
explanatory matter thereon, and all maps which, by amendment of this code, may 
be substituted therefor or made supplemental thereto shall be deemed to be, and 
are hereby made, a part of this code. 


The locations of open space districts shall be identified and designated by 
map or text amendment of this code. Notwithstanding that the site of a desig- 
nated open space district appears to be in a residential, business, or industrial dis- 
trict on any map numbered 1 through 12 in the series of maps entitled "Zoning 
Districts City of Boston", such site is in an open space district. 


({As amended on February 17, 1971, March 20 and May 26, 1972, July 9 
and September 27, 1973, October 22, 1974, February 28, 1979, Oc- 
tober 22, 1974, February 28, 1979, October 31, 1980, June 16, 1982, 


1988 


June 24, 1985, April 2, 1987, and January 4, March 8, and October 12, 
) 
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SECTION 3-1A. Special Purpose Overlay Districts. A subdistrict or part 
thereof or a contiguous group of subdistricts or parts thereof may be designated 
as a special purpose overlay district as follows: (a) planned development area 
(distinguished by the addition of the letter "D" to the designation of the subdistrict 
or subdistricts); (b) urban renewal area (distinguished by the addition of the letter 
"U" to the designation of the subdistrict or subdistricts); (c) restricted and limited 
parking districts; (d) adult entertainment district (distinguished by the addition of 
the letter "E" to the designation of the subdistrict or subdistricts); (e) flood hazard 
district; (f) institutional district; (g) restricted roof structure district (distinguished 
by the addition of an asterisk to the designation of the subdistrict or subdistricts); 
(h) interim planning overlay district; (i) limited height district (distinguished by the 
addition of a second numerical suffix added to the basic district designation); 

(j) greenbelt protection overlay district; or (k) density limitation district. In an over- 
lay district the regulations specified for the base subdistrict or subdistricts shall 
apply, insofar as they are not in conflict with special regulations specified for a 
particular overlay district. 


(fThis section, inserted March 24, 1977, incorporates districts formerly 
described in Section 3-1. The first paragraph was subsequently amended 
on June 8, 1977, August 20, 1981, December 30, 1983, November 23, 
1984, June 24, 1985, June 1 and September 23, 1987, and October 12, 
1988) 


$a. Planned Development Areas.* The whole or any part of a subdistrict 
may be established as a planned development area if such area contains not less 
than one acre and the commission has received from the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority, and has approved, a development plan or, if the area contains not less 
than five acres and is not located in a residential zoning district, a master plan for 
the development of the planned development area. Before transmittal to the com- 
mission, such development plan or master plan shall have been approved by said 
Authority after a public hearing, provided, however, that no development plan or 
master plan shall be approved by said Authority unless said Authority finds that 
such plan conforms to the general plan for the city as a whole and that nothing in 


* None of the changes to this code adopted in Text Amendment No. 94, effective September 23, 1987, shall 
apply to any site or project for which application for approval of a development plan or master plan has been 
submitted to the Boston Redevelopment Authority pursuant to Section 3-1A.a prior to July 22, 1987, provided 
that a development plan or master plan has been or is hereafter approved by the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority pursuant to such application, whether or not such application or such development plan or master 
plan is thereafter modified or amended. 


such plan will be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the 
public welfare. A development plan shall set forth the proposed location and ap- 
pearance of structures, open spaces and landscaping, proposed uses of the 
area, densities, proposed traffic circulation, parking and loading facilities, access 
to public transportation, proposed dimensions of structures, and may include 
proposed building elevations, schematic layout drawings and exterior building 
materials, and such other matters as said Authority deems appropriate to its con- 
sideration of the proposed development of the area. 


lf the area contains not less than 5 acres and is not located in a residential 
zoning district, a master plan may be submitted setting forth only a statement of 
the development concept, including the planning objectives and character of the 
development, the proposed uses of the area, the range of dimensional require- 
ments contemplated for each of the proposed uses, the proposed phasing of con- 
struction of the development and such of the other items set forth above as said 
Authority may request in order to make its required finding. No work shall 
proceed in any planned development area established by the commission on the 
basis of an approved master plan until a development plan for the area, or portion 
thereof in which work is to proceed, conforming to the foregoing requirements 
has been approved by the Authority and the commission, in each case after a 
public hearing. 


To insure that no work proceeds other than in accordance with an approved 
development plan, no structure shall be erected, reconstructed, or structurally 
changed or extended in a planned development area, whether or not a master 
plan has been approved for such area, unless all drawings and specifications 
therefor shall have been subjected to design review and approved by said 
Authority. The Building Commissioner shall not issue any building or use permit 
with respect to any building, structure, or land within a planned development area 
unless the Director of said Authority has certified on the application therefor and 
on each and every plan filed with the Building Commissioner in connection there- 
with that the same is consistent with the development plan for such planned 
development area or the portion thereof to which said permit relates. Except as 
otherwise provided in Article 6A, planned development areas shall be subject to 
all the provisions of this code applicable to the subdistrict in which the area is lo- 
cated. 


($As inserted on July 2, 1968, and amended on December 29, 1982, and 
September 23, 1987) 
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$b. Urban Renewal Areas. Upon application from the Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority, the whole or any part of a subdistrict may be established as an 
urban renewal area if all land within such urban renewal area is the site of or fora 
low rent housing project, or a housing project for elderly persons of low income, 
or consists solely of land, including land under water, with respect to which an 
agreement has been entered into with said Authority establishing use and dimen- 
sional controls as specified in a land assembly and redevelopment, or urban 
renewal plan, as defined in Chapter 121 of the General Laws. Section 13-1 (ex- 
cept the maximum floor area ratio specified in Table B thereof), Sections 13-2 
and 13-4, and Articles 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22 shall not apply to urban 
renewal areas; but except as otherwise provided in Article 6A, urban renewal 
areas shall be subject to all other provisions of this code applicable to the sub- 
district in which the area is located. 


($As inserted on September 7, 1967, and amended on July 2, 1968, and 
November 23, 1984) 


$c. Restricted and Limited Parking Districts. In a restricted parking dis- 
trict, off-street parking facilities, including parking lots, parking garages, and park- 
ing accessory or ancillary to any use other than Use Items numbered 1 through 
15, shall be conditional uses which may be granted only in conformance with the 
provisions of Section 6-3A as well as Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4. 


(tAs inserted on September 27, 1973, and amended on December 30, 
1983, and November 23, 1984) 


fin a limited parking district, Use Item Nos. 58 and 59, parking lot and park- 
ing garage, shall be forbidden uses. (Note: These restrictions are not applicable 
to land of agencies or authorities of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the 
United States of America that are not subject to municipal zoning.) 


(tAs inserted on December 30, 1983) 


td. Adult Entertainment District. An adult entertainment district is an 
overlay district in which Use Items No. 34A and 38A (adult books and adult enter- 
tainment) are allowed, and in which the prohibition of moving or flashing signs in 
Section 11-2 does not apply. 


($As inserted on November 2, 1974, and amended on November 24, 1984) 


te. Flood Hazard Districts. The location of and regulations for flood 
hazard districts are set forth in Article 25 of this code. 


(tAs inserted on March 24, 1977) 
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tf. Institutional District. Notwithstanding the provisions of Table A of Sec- 
tion 8-7, in an institutional district the following uses are conditional uses in instan- 
ces where they would otherwise be allowed under said Table A: any use listed 
under Use Item No. 16, 17, 20, 22A, 28, 29, or 30. Use Item No. 72, accessory 
parking, shall be a conditional use if the main use to which it is accessory is in ex- 
istence at the time that new or additional parking spaces are applied for and if 
such main use is a use listed under Use Item No. 11, 12, 13, 183A, 14, 16, 16A, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 22A, 28, 29, or 30. 


(FAs inserted on June 8, 1977) 


tg. Restricted Roof Structure Districts: All or part of a subdistrict that is 
characterized by groups of buildings with identical or similar heights within such 
groups may be designated as a restricted roof structure district, the regulations 
for which are set forth in Section 16-8. 


(fAs inserted on August 20, 1981) 


th. Interim Planning Overlay District. A district or group of districts or a 
subdistrict or group of subdistricts or parts thereof (hereafter referred to as an 
area) may be established as an interim planning overlay district when it is deter- 
mined by the Zoning Commission that: (1) the existing zoning is thought to be in- 
appropriate; (2) a rezoning of the area is anticipated; (3) a comprehensive 
planning study preceding the anticipated rezoning is needed; and (4) interim land 
use regulations are essential to maintain the status quo in the area and prevent 
introduction of changes to the area which may be incompatible with the goals of 
the comprehensive planning study or anticipated rezoning. The regulations 
governing the interim planning overlay district are set forth in Article 27. 


($As inserted on November 23, 1984) 


fl. Limited Height Districts. A limited height district may be established 
by map amendment which adds to the basic subdistrict designation or designa- 
tions a numerical suffix indicating the maximum height in feet for buildings in such 
district. When such limited height district designation does not appear in the first 
column of Table B of Section 13-1, the dimensional requirements of such district 
shall be as specified in said Table B for the base district, except that the maxi- 
mum height of buildings shall be as specified by such suffix. 


(tAs inserted on June 24, 1985) 
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$j. Greenbelt Protection Overlay District. An area along a Greenbelt 
Roadway may be established as a Greenbelt Protection Overlay District when 
the Zoning Commission determines that this designation is necessary to promote 
the purposes stated in Section 29-1. The requirements and regulations for Green- 
belt Protection Overlay Districts are set forth in Article 29. 


($As inserted on June 1, 1987) 


$k. Density Limitation District. All or part of a subdistrict that is charac- 
terized by groups of residential buildings with similar heights within such groups 
may be designated as a density limitation district, the regulations for which are 
set forth in Use Items No. 8 and No. 8A of Table A in Section 8-7. For purposes 
of this section, usable interior living area is the area ofa dwelling unit in a struc- 
ture as measured by the interior faces of the walls of the unit, but excluding there- 
from areas excluded from gross floor area as defined by Section 2-1(21), but also 
excluding any open space or open or enclosed porches, balconies or decks. 


(FAs inserted on September 23, 1987) 


SECTION 3-1B. Neighborhood District. A district or group of districts or 
a subdistrict or group of subdistricts or parts thereof (hereafter referred to as an 
area) may be designated as a neighborhood district after a planning study of the 
area has been conducted. The regulations governing any such neighborhood dis- 
trict are set forth in an article of this code pertaining to such district. The boun- 
daries of any such neighborhood district are shown on the "Zoning Districts City 
of Boston" maps, as amended, or supplements thereto. A subdistrict or sub- 
districts within a neighborhood district are distinguished on such maps or supple- 
ments by the addition of the letter "N" to the designation of such subdistrict or 
subdistricts. 


($As inserted on July 15, 1988) 
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the details of the variance that is applied for and the grounds on which it is 
claimed that the variance should be granted, as the case may be. 


A copy of every decision of the Board of Appeal on a matter on which the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority has filed a report shall be transmitted by said 
Board to said Authority. 


SECTION 5-3. Limitation on Appeal. If an appeal for an interpretation, 
conditional use, or variance is decided by the Board of Appeal adversely to the 
appellant, no appeal for the same interpretation, conditional use, or variance shall 
be considered on its merits by said Board within one year after such adverse 
decision, except with the concurring vote of not less than four-fifths of the mem- 
bers of said Board. 


SECTION 5-4. Estimated Cost of a Hearing on a Proposed Amend- 
ment. The estimated average cost to the City of a hearing on a proposed amena- 
ment of this code is hereby established as two hundred and twenty-five dollars. 


(f{As amended on May 26, 1970, August 18, 1980, and April 22, 1985) 


SECTION 5-5. Authorization of Commissioner of Inspectional Ser- 
vices Department to Hold Permit Application in Pending Status. If the 
Zoning Commission gives public notice of an amendment to this code proposing 
a change in or addition to its provisions, either in its text or in its maps, which may 
affect a permit application then in process before the Commissioner of the Inspec- 
tional Services Department, the Commissioner may hold such application in a 
pending status until the date by which the Zoning Commission according to its 
own procedural rules and regulations must decide to either adopt or reject the 
proposed amendment or until the effective date of a decision by the Zoning Com- 
mission on the proposed amendment which originally allowed the Commissioner 
to hold such application in a pending status, whichever occurs first; provided that 
the Commissioner may act on the application if the application meets the more 
restrictive or additional provisions, or if the Zoning Commission fails to act on the 
first proposed zoning change affecting a permit application within the time period 
established by its own rules and regulations. 


(tAs inserted on July 27, 1987) 
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ARTICLE 6 
CONDITIONAL USES 


SECTION 6-1. Permit for Conditional Uses. As provided 
for in Section 10 of Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as now in force 
or hereafter amended, and in Section 8-3 of this code, and 
subject to the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3, 6-3A and 6-4, the Board 
of Appeal may, in a specific case after public notice and hearing, 
grant permission for a use specified in Table A of Section 8-7 as 
a conditional use; provided, however, that such permission shall 
lapse and become null and void unless such conditional use is 
commenced within two years after the record of said Board’s 
proceedings pertaining thereto is filed in the office of the 
Building Commissioner pursuant to Section 8 of said Chapter 665. 
({As amended on September 27, 1973) 


SECTION 6-2. Procedure for Appeal. Each appeal for a 
conditional use shall be filed in quadruplicate with the Building 
Commissioner, who shall retain one copy for his files and transmit 
the other copies as follows: one to the Board of Appeal, one to 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority, and the other to the Zoning 
Commission. The Boston Redevelopment Authority shall, within 
thirty days after the date of such transmittal, file with the Board 
of Appeal a report with recommendations, together with material, 
maps or plans to aid the Board of Appeal in judging the appeal 
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and determining special conditions and safeguards. The Board of Appeal shall 
not hold a hearing nor render any decision on an appeal for a conditional use 
until such report with recommendations has been received and considered, 
provided that if no such report is received within said thirty days, the Board of Ap- 
peal may hold a hearing and render its decision without such report. 


(tAs amended on May 26, 1970) 


#SECTION 6-3. Conditions Required for Approval. The Board of Appeal 
shall grant any such appeal only if it finds that all of the following conditions are 
met: 


(a) the specific site is an appropriate location for such use or, in the case of 
a substitute nonconforming use under Section 9-2, such substitute non- 
conforming use will not be more objectionable nor more detrimental to 
the neighborhood than the nonconforming use for which it is being sub- 
stituted; 


(b) the use will not adversely affect the neighborhood; 
(c) there will be no serious hazard to vehicles or pedestrians from the use; 
(d) no nuisance will be created by the use; 


(e@) adequate and appropriate facilities will be provided for the proper opera- 
tion of the use; and 


(f) if such appeal relates to a Development Impact Project, as defined in 
Section 26-2, 26A-2 or 26B-2, the applicant shall have complied with the 
Development Impact Project Requirements, set forth in Section 26-3 or 
26A-3 and in Section 26B-3; 


(g) if such appeal relates to a Proposed Project in an area designated a 
Greenbelt Protection Overlay District as defined in Section 29-2, the Ap- 
plicant shall have complied with the requirements set forth in Section 29- 
3 and the standards set forth in Section 29-5. 


(As amended on December 29, 1983, February 27, 1986, and June 1, 
1987) 


25 


6-3A, 6-4 


+SECTION 6-3A. Additional Conditions Required for 
Approval of Parking Facilities in a Restricted Parking 
District. In a restricted parking district, the Board 
of Appeal shall grant a conditional use for an off-street 
parking facility, whether a parking lot, a public garage, 
or parking which is accessory or ancillary to any use 
other than Use Items numbered 1 through 15, only if the 
Board of Appeal finds that said facility meets one or 
more of the following conditions: 


a. It will serve a traffic demand not adequately 
provided for by public transportation; or 


b. It will replace existing off-street parking 
spaces in one or more nearby parking facilities, 
or it will replace legal on-street parking 

spaces that have been physically eliminated 
through permanent modification or demolition; or 


c. It is accessory or ancillary to a use which 
by its nature does not contribute significantly 
to traffic flows during peak traffic periods; or 


d. The facility constitutes a temporary parking 
lot use of land and that serious intent to 

reuse the land for an allowed use within a 
specified period of time has been demonstrated 
to the satisfaction of the Board of Appeal. 


($As inserted on September 27, 1973, and amended on September 2, 
1976) 


SECTION 6-4. Other Conditions Necessary as Protection. 
In approving a conditional use, the Board of Appeal may attach 
such conditions and safeguards as it deems necessary to assure 
harmony with the general purposes and intent of this code, 
such as, but not limited to, the following: 


(a) requirement of front, side, and rear yards 
greater than the minimum required by this code; 


(b) requirement of screening of parking areas and 


other parts of the lot from adjoining lots or from the 
Street, by walls, fences, planting, or other devices; 
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(c) modification of the exterior features or 
appearance of the structure; 


(d) limitation of size, number of occupants, 
method and time of operation, and extent of 
facilities; 


(e) regulation of number, design, and location 
of access drives and other traffic features; and 


(f) requirement of off-street parking and other 
special features beyond the minimum required 
by this or other applicable codes or regulations. 


tSECTION 6-5. Effect of Non-Use of Conditional Use. If a 
structure or land is being lawfully used for a conditional use, whether 
lawfully existing on the date of this code, made conditional by amend- 
ment thereof, or granted by the Board of Appeal under Sections 1 
through 4 of this article, in order not to unduly prolong the life of 
such conditional use, subsequent non-use of such conditional use for 
a period of twenty-four consecutive calendar months shall terminate 
the right to use such structure or land for such conditional use. For 
purposes of this section, whenever a structure or land is not being 
actively used for such conditional use, there shall be deemed to be 
a non-use of such conditional use. 


(tInserted on May 13, 1976) 


Historical note: Former Section 6-5 entitled Exceptional Relief within 
Urban Renewal Areas and Public Housing Projects was inserted on 
September 7, 1967, and repealed on July 2, 1968. 


eh 


6A-1, 6A-2 


tARTICLE 6A 
OTHER EXCEPTIONS 
(tArticle inserted on April 30, 1968) 


SECTION 6A-1. Authorization for Exceptions in Planned Develop- 
ment and Urban Renewal Areas, to Setback of Parapet Requirements in B-6- 
90a, B-6-90b, B-8-120a, and B-8-120c Districts, and to the Requirements of 
Section 16-6(f) in a B-8-120c District. As provided for in Section 10 of Chap- 
ter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as now in force or hereafter amended, and subject to 
the provisions of Sections 6A-2, 6A-3 and 6A-4, the Board of Appeal may, in a 
specific case after public notice and hearing, allow an exception from the 
provisions of this code. Such exception shall lapse and become null and void un- 
less (a) such exception is used within two years after the record of said Board’s 
proceedings pertaining thereto is filed with the Building Commissioner pursuant 
to Section 8 of said Chapter 665, or (b) such exception relates to work in a 
planned development area of not less than 5 acres, or to the use thereof, and 
within such two year period the Boston Redevelopment Authority files with the 
Building Commissioner a certificate that work within said planned development 
area has been commenced and is diligently proceeding in which case such ex- 
ception shall not lapse unless thereafter said Authority files with the Building Com- 
missioner a certificate that such work is not diligently proceeding. 


(As amended on December 29, 1982, and April 2, 1987) 


SECTION 6A-2. Procedure for Appeal. Each appeal for an exception 
shall be filed in quadruplicate with the Building Commissioner, who shall retain 
one copy for his files and transmit the other copies as follows: one to the Board 
of Appeal, one to the Boston Redevelopment Authority, and the other to the 
Zoning Commission. Said Authority shall, within thirty days after the date of such 
transmittal, file with the Board of Appeal a report with recommendations, together 
with material, maps, or plans to aid the Board of Appeal in judging the appeal and 
determining what conditions and safeguards may be necessary or appropriate. 
The Board of Appeal shall not hold a hearing nor render a decision on an appeal 
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for an exception until such report with recommendations has been received and 
considered, provided that if no such report is received within said thirty days, the 
Board of Appeal may hold a hearing and render its decision without such report. 


(As amended on May 26, 1970) 


SECTION 6A-3. Conditions Required for Exception. The Board of Ap- 
peal shall allow an exception only if it finds: 


(a) That such exception is in harmony with the general purpose and intent 
of this code; 


(b) The exception requested is in conformity with (i) the development plan 
for the planned development area or (ii) the land assembly and 
redevelopment or urban renewal plan, or the low rent housing project or 
housing project for elderly persons of low income for the urban renewal 
area, and such conformity has been certified to by the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority; or if the exception relates to a setback of 
parapet requirement in a B-6-90a, B-6-90b, B-8-120a, or B-8-120c dis- 
trict, the Boston Redevelopment Authority has certified to the Board of 
Appeal that the proposed project has been subject to design review; and 


(eta | 
Qa 
— 


If such exception relates to a Development Impact Project, as defined in 
Section 26-2, 26A-2 or 26B-2, the applicant shall have complied with the 
Development Impact Project Requirements set forth in Section 26-3 or 
26A-3 and in Section 26B-3. 


({As amended on December 29, 1983, February 27, 1986, and April 2, 
1987) 


eo 


6A-4, 7-1, 7-2 


SECTION 6A-4. Other Conditions Necessary as 
Protection. In allowing an exception, the Board of Appeal may 
attach such conditions and safeguards as it deems necessary to 
insure harmony with the general purposes and intent of this code. 


ARTICLE 7 
VARIANCES 


SECTION 7-1. Authorization for Variance. As provided for 
in Section 9 of Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as now in force 
or hereafter amended, and subject to the provisions of Sections 7-2, 
7-3 and 7-4, the Board of Appeal may, in a specific case after 
public notice and hearing, grant a variance from the terms of this 
code; provided, however, that such grant shall lapse and become 
null and void unless such variance is used within two years after 
the record of said Board’s proceedings pertaining thereto is filed 
in the office of the Building Commissioner pursuant to Section 8 
of said Chapter 665. 


+SECTION 7-2. Procedure for Appeal. Each appeal for a 
variance shall be filed in quadruplicate with the Building 
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(a) That there are special circumstances or 
conditions, fully described in the findings, applying 
to the land or structure for which the variance is 
sought (such as, but not limited to, the exceptional 
narrowness, shallowness, or shape of the lot, or 
exceptional topographical conditions thereof) 
which circumstances or conditions are peculiar to 
such land or structure but not the neighborhood, 
and that said circumstances or conditions are 
such that the application of the provisions of this 
code would deprive the appellant of the 
reasonable use of such land or structure; 


(b) That, for reasons of practical difficulty and 
demonstrable and substantial hardship fully 
described in the findings, the granting of the 
variance is necessary for the reasonable use of 
the land or structure and that the variance as 
granted by the Board is the minimum variance that 
will accomplish this purpose; 


(c) That the granting of the variance will be in harmony 
with the general purpose and intent of this code, and 
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will not be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public wel- 
fare; and 


(d) That, if the variance is fora Development Impact Project, as defined in 
Section 26-2, 26A-2 or 26B-2, the applicant shall have complied with the 
Development Impact Project Requirements, set forth in Section 26-3 or 
26A-3 and in Section 26B-3, except if such variance is for a deviation 
from said requirements. 


In determining its findings, the Board of Appeal shall take into account: 
(1) the number of persons residing or working upon such land or in such struc- 
ture; (2) the character and use of adjoining lots and those in the neighborhood; 
and (3) traffic conditions in the neighborhood. 


($As amended on December 29, 1983, and February 27, 1986) 


+SECTION 7-4. Other Conditions Necessary as Protection. In approv- 
ing a variance, the Board of Appeal may attach such conditions and safeguards 
as it deems necessary to assure harmony with the general purposes and intent of 
this code, such as, but not limited to, the following: 


(a) a requirement of front, side, and rear yards greater than the minimum re- 
quired by this code; 


(b) requirement of screening of parking areas and other parts of the lot from 


adjoining lots or from the street by walls, fences, planting, or other 
devices; 
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SECTION 8-4. Forbidden Uses. No land or structure in any 
district shall be erected, used, or arranged or designed to be used, 
in whole or in part, for any use specified in the use item column 
of Table A of Section 8-7 if the letter ‘‘F’’ is set against such use 
in the column headed by the designation of such district, except 
for such nonconforming uses as may be allowed to be continued under 
the provisions of Article 9. 


SECTION 8-5. Uses Subject to Other Regulations. Allowed and 
conditional uses shall be subject, in addition to use regulations of 
height, area, yard, setback, lot size and area, lot width, and 
building bulk, to such provisions for off-street parking and loading, 
and to such other provisions as are specified in other sections of this 
code. 


SECTION 8-6. Pre-Existing Conditional Uses. Any use existing 
on the effective date of this code which this code classifies as a 
conditional use in the district in which the land occupied by the use 
is located, and also any use existing on the effective date of any 
amendment of this code which such amendment so classifies, shall be 
deemed to have been authorized as a conditional use subject to maintaining 
the character and extent of operations and structures existing on the 
effective date of this code or of such amendment, as the case may be. Any 
application for a change in use or an increase in the area devoted to such 
use shall be subject to the provisions of Article 6, but no conditional use 
permit shall be required for the replacement of gross floor area lost by fire or 
other casualty. 


({As amended on January 8, 1982) 
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SECTION 8-7. Use Regulations. No land or structure shall be erected, used, or 
arranged or designed to be used, in whole or in part, except in conformity with the follow- 
ing table or as otherwise provided in regulations pertaining to a special purpose overlay 
district or a neighborhood district: 


TABLE A: USE REGULATIONS 


Key: 

Residential Business Industrial Open Space Status 

S = Single L = Local M= Restricted OS*=Open A=Allowed 

R = General B = General | = General Space C =Conditional 
H = Apartment W = Waterfront F = Forbidden 


See Section 3-1 for further explanation of the above districts. 


For a district or subdistrict with the letter "N" added to its designation, see the ar- 
ticle of this code pertaining to the neighborhood district within which such district or sub- 
district lies. 


ID = Institutional District. See Section 3-1A for specific regulations. 

“OS districts are not included in the table below. All uses except Use Items No. 27 
and 27A are forbidden in OS districts. Use Item No. 27 is allowed and Use Item 
No. 27A is conditional in OS districts, subject to the provisions of Article 33 of this code 
and of St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2, as amended. 


(fAs amended on April 11, 1979, and January 4 and July 15, 1988) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM Seamer 
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS 


1 Detached dwelling, occupied 
by not more than one family ....... A 
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8-7, (1A-6) 


District 


USE ITEM 


Mobile home on a permanent 
foundation and occupied by 
not more than one family ......... 


“Except F in a flood hazard 
district. 


(FAs inserted on June 29, 
1984) 


Semi-detached dwelling occupied 
by not more than one family on 
each side ofapartywall ......... 


Attached or row house occupied 

by not more than one family in 

each structure between fire 

ING Ge eee, ee Coan ce oh oem 


TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS 


Detached dwelling occupied by 
not more than two families ....... 


Semi-detached dwelling occupied 
by not more than two families on 
each side ofapartywall ......... 


Attached or row house occupied 

by not more than two families 

in each structure between fire 

TEES areas Ba a aa ees ne 
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8-7, (7-7B) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS 


7 Building or group of buildings 
for occupancy by three or more 
families in separate dwelling 
units including apartment hotel 
without accessory uses specified 
in. Useltem'NG./6 a (ene eee 


#F in R-.5; A in R-.8. 
GROUP CARE RESIDENCES 


$#7A Group care residence, general, 
as defined in Section 2-1, 
clause’ 22AP a a eae 


($As inserted on November 9, 
1978) 


#7B Group care residence, limited, 
as defined by clause 22B of 
Section 2-193 @ Ser, aN 


*Provided that (1) no limited 
group care residence is within 
1,000 feet of another limited 
group care residence and (2) a 
cooperation agreement exists 
relating to the location and 
operation of such facilities 
between the Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority, the City of 
Boston and the agency of the 
Commonwealth operating, licen- 
sing or regulating such facil- 
ities; otherwise C. 


(FAs inserted on August 10, 1979) 
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NO. 


$8 


USE ITEM 


CONVERSION OF 
DWELLING STRUCTURES 


Any dwelling converted for more 
families in separate dwelling 
UNITS, Oa) ee 


“Where structures after conver- 
sion will conform to this code; 
provided that, in a density lim- 
itation district, the maximum 
number of dwelling units with 
usable interior living area of 
(1) less than 750 square feet, 
in a building having a gross 
floor area of 2,000 or more 
square feet, or (2) less than 
525 square feet, in a building 
having a gross floor area of 
less than 2,000 square feet, is 
as follows, unless after public 
notice and hearing and subject 
to the provisions of Sections 
6-2, 6-3, and 6-4 the Board of 
Appeal grants permission for a 
larger number: one such unit, 
if the number of stories con- 
taining dwelling units is one 

to five inclusive; two such 
units, if the number of stories 
containing dwelling units is 

six or seven; and such units 
not limited if the number of 
stories containing dwelling © 
units is eight or more. 


(tProvided that after conver- 
sion, the lot area per dwelling 


40A 


District 


8-7, (8) 


8-7, (8A) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


unit, the open space, and the off- 
street parking each meet not less 
than one-half the requirements of 
this code and that after conversion 
any nonconformity as to floor area 
ratio and yard dimension is no 
greater than prior to conversion. 


($As amended on April 14, 1967, 
April 11, 1979, and September 23, 
1987) 


$8A Any lodging or boarding house 
converted for three or more 
families in separate dwelling 
UNITS Sprmeteret rarer ca, eet em 


*Where structures after conver- 
sion will conform to this code; 
provided that, in a density 
limitation district, the maxi- 
mum number of dwelling units 
with usable interior living area 
of (1) less than 750 square feet, 
in a building having a gross 
floor area of 2,000 or more 
square feet, or (2) less than 
525 square feet, in a building 
having a gross floor area of 
less than 2,000 square feet, 

is as follows, unless after 
public notice and hearing and 
Subject to the provisions of 
Sections 6-2, 6-3, and 6-4 the 
Board of Appeal grants per- 
mission for a larger number: 
one such unit, if the number 
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$10 


8-7, (9-10) 


District 


USE ITEM 


of stories containing dwelling 
units is one to five inclusive; 
two such units, if the number 
of stories containing dwelling 
units is six or Seven; and such 
units not limited if the number 
of stories containing dwelling 
units is eight or more. 


tProvided that after conversion 
the lot area per dwelling unit, 
the open space, and the off- 
street parking each meet not 
less that one-half the re- 
quirements of this code and 
that after conversion any non- 
conformity as to floor area 
ratio and yard dimension is no 
greater than prior to conver- 
sion. 


(As inserted on September 23, 
1987) 


TEMPORARY DWELLINGS 
Temporary dwelling structure ...... 


LODGING HOUSES, 
DORMITORIES, HOTELS, etc. 


Lodging orboardinghouse ....... 
*Except C in L-2-65 and B-3-65. 


(As amended on September 16, 
1965, February 17, 1971, 

March 20, 1972, March 28, 
1975, October 19, 1978, and 
October 31, 1980) 
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District 


NO. USE ITEM 


#11 Dormitory on the same lot as, and ac- 
cessory to, a use specified in Use Item 
No. 16A or Use Item No. 18 on a lot of 
IKeeidcres Of. mGre) ee 
*Except F in H-2-65. 
(As amended on Sept. 16, 1965, 
Dec. 5, 1966, May 26, 1970, Feb. 
17, 1971, March 20, 1972, and Feb. 
28, 1979) 


+12 Dormitory on the same lot as, and 
accessory to, a use specified in Use 
Item No. 16A or Use Item No. 18 ona 
lot of less than three acres ............. 
“Except F in H-2-65. 
({As amended on Dec. 5, 1966, 
May 26, 1970, Feb. 17, 1971, Mar. 
20, 1972, and Feb. 28, 1979) 

#13 Dormitory not upon the same 
lot as, but accessory to, 
a use specified in 
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NO. 


$22 


$22A 
ID 


District 
USE ITEM Siooist del ik ie 


Hospital or sanatorium not providing 

custodial care for drug addicts, alcoholics or 

mentally ill or mentally deficient persons; 

clinic or professional offices accessory to 

a hospital or sanatorium whether or 

nouvOnsine Same Ot. oj. es.cs5 52k + eee Fin Fear G*enGr 


“Except A provided that (1) the land or struc- 
ture occupied by such use is located in an 
urban renewal area (U) overlay district or 
planned development area (D) overlay district 
as those areas are defined in Section 3-1A; 
or (2) such use is the subject of an application 
for determination of need filed on or before 
October 22, 1981, with the Department of 
Public Health of the Commonwealth under 
Section 25C of Chapter 111 of the General 
Laws, and such application, as it may be 
amended or modified, has been granted either 
prior or subsequent to October 22, 1981, or 
(3) an extension of a pre-existing structure 
contains no more than 2,500 square feet of 
gross floor area or a free standing building 
contains no more than 500 square feet of 
gross floor area and, in either case, occupies 
land in medical institutional use prior to 
October 22, 1981, or (4) such use will occupy 
interior space being used by the same insti- 
tution for Use Item No. 20A, 22, 24, 29, 77 
or 79 at the time such change is proposed. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967, June 8, 1977, 
October 19, 1978, July 11, 1979, October 31, 
1980, and January 8, 1982) 


Convalescent, nursing or rest home; home 
for the aged; orphanage; or similar institu- 
tion not for correctional purposes .......... Foe EAs TAPAS 


*Provided that custodial care is not provided 
for drug addicts, alcoholics or mentally ill 
or mentally deficient persons. 


({As amended on April 14, 1967, 
June 8, 1977, and April 11, 1979) 
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MsiowW 
F F F 
F F F 


8-7, (23-25) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


+23 Any use listed under Use Item 
No. 22 or 22A providing custodial 
care for drug addicts, alcoholics 
or mentally ill or mentally de- 
ficlentpersons; .......... TR W.Oei 


(As amended on October 19, 1978) 


+24 Scientific research and teaching 
laboratories not conducted for 
profit and accessory to a use 
listed under Use Item No. 16, 
16A, 18, 22, or 23, whether or 
not on the same lot, provided 
that all resulting cinders, 
dust, flashing, fumes, gases, 
odors, refuse matter, smoke and 
vapor are effectively confined 
to the lot or so disposed of as 
not to be a nuisance or hazard 
to health or safety; and pro- 
vided also that no noise or 
vibration is perceptible with- 
out instruments more than fifty 
feet from the lot or any part of 
COHOt METS Fey) ee ne te 


“Except A if accessory to Use 
Item No. 16 and also A if 
accessory to Use Item No. 22 
and at least one of the pro- 
visos in the footnote of Use 
Item No. 22 is met. 


({As amended on July 9, 1973, 
October 19, 1978, October 31, 
1980, and January 8, 1982) 


25 Penal or correctional institu- 
tion;detentionhome ........... 


$26 


e. 


(As amended on April 11, 1979) 


8-7, (26) 


District 


USE ITEM 


NeW rcemelery 6a: saws es 
Extension of a cemetery exist- 

ing on the effective date of 

this: COdG Sete erie te .an saa 
Mortuary chapel ina 

COM@CLClY tb chews rcs ee OR 
“Provided that such chapel is 

located more than one hundred 

and fifty feet from every lot 

line of the cemetery that abuts 

land in a S, R or H district 

that is not part of a cemetery. 


Crematory in a cemetery............ 
*Provided that such crematory 

is located more than three 

hundred feet from every lot 

line of the cemetery that 

abuts land in a S, R or 

H district that is not part 

of a cemetery. 


Columbarium in a cemetery ......... 
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8-7, (27-27A) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
RECREATIONAL USES 


+27 Open space in public ownership 
dedicated to or appropriated 
for active or passive recrea- 
tional use or to the conserva- 
tion of natural resources; in- 
cluding but not limited to the 
waterway areas, beaches, reser- 
vations, parks, and playgrounds 
within the boundaries of the 
City of Boston; or, open space 
in private ownership for active 
or passive recreational use or 
for the conservation of natural 
resources. In an OS district 
there shall be no structures 
except those accessory to open 
space uses, in accordance with 
USBEIOMLNO: chm a ane ee cen 


*Subject to St. 1956, c. 665, 
s. 2, aS amended. 


(As amended on January 4 and 
October 12, 1988) 


$27A Open space recreational build- 
ing, a Structure on an open 
space area that is necessary 
and/or appropriate to the en- 
hanced enjoyment of the parti- 
cular open space area .......... 


In an OS district, such struc- 
ture is C and, further, is 
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District 


NO. USE ITEM 


subject to the provisions of 
Article 33. 


*Subject to St. 1956, c. 665, 
s. 2, aS amended. 


(tAs inserted on January 4, 1988, and 
amended on October 12, 1988) 


$28 Private grounds for games and 
ID sports not conducted for 
eee g cy ee hy oe ae ee 


“Provided (1) that no parking 
area or active outdoor recre- 
ation area is nearer any lot 
line than the front yard depth 
required by this code for the 
lot, and (2) that, unless 

after public notice and hear- 
ing and subject to the pro- 
visions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 
and 6-4, the Board of Appeal 
grants permission therefor, 
there are no accommodations 
for spectators nor outdoor 
floodlights nor any indoor or 
outdoor activity which is in 
itself noisy. 


(tAs amended on April 11, 1979) 
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$29 
ID 


8-7, (29) 


District 


USE ITEM 


Adult education center building; 
community center building; 
settlementhouse ............ 


*Provided (1) that no parking 
area or active outdoor recrea- 
tion area is nearer any lot 
line than the front yard depth 
required by this code for the 
lot, and (2) that, unless after 
public notice and hearing and 
subject to the provisions of 
Sections 6-2, 6-3, and 6-4, 
the Board of Appeal grants 
permission therefor, there are 
no accommodations for specta- 
tors nor outdoor floodlights 
nor any indoor or outdoor 
activity which is in itself 
noisy. 


tExcept C in H-2-65, H-3-65 
and L-2-65. 


($As amended on October 19, 
1978, April 11, 1979, and 
October 31, 1980) 
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8-7, (37 31) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


$30 Private club (including quarters 
ID of fraternal organizations) oper- 
ated for members only ............... 


*Provided (1) that no parking area 
or active outdoor recreation area 
is nearer any lot line that the 
front yard depth required by this 
code for the lot, and (2) that 

there are no accommodations for 
spectators nor outdoor floodlights 
nor any indoor or outdoor activity 
which is in itself noisy. 


tExcept C in B-3-65. 
({As amended on April 17, 1974, 
October 19, 1978, April 11, 1979, 
and October 31, 1980) 

PUBLIC SERVICE USES 


31 Public service pumping station; public 
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32 


8-7, (32) 


District 


USE ITEM 


service sub-station, automatic 
telephone. exchange..ch-erseees.. sss... 


“Provided that the structure is 

essential to service in the residential 
area in which it is located, that no 
business office nor any storage building 
or yard is maintained in connection 
with it, and that the requirements 

of St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2, where 

apt, are met. 


tSubject to St. 1956, c. 665, s. 2 


Telephone exchange (other than 
AUTOMAtIG) eerie Be ee ee. 


*Provided that it is essential to service 
in the area in which it is located. 
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8-7, (33-34) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
$33 Fire station; police station ........ 


“Subject to St. 1956, c. 665, 
See 


($As amended on April 14, 1967) 
RETAIL BUSINESS 


$34 Store primarily serving the local 
retail business needs of the resi- 
dents of the neighborhood, but not 
constituting a business as des- 
cribed in Use Item No. 344A, in- 
cluding, but not limited to, store 
retailing one or more of the 
following: food, baked goods, 
groceries, packaged alcoholic 
beverages, drugs, tobacco products, 
clothing, dry goods, books, flowers, 
paint, hardware and minor household 
QDONANCES fe aoa eee. oe ve ae cee 


*Except C in all L and in B-1 

and B-2 districts if the hours 

during which such establishment 

is open to the public begin before 

6 A.M. or extend beyond 12 midnight, 
or if such merchandise is sold or 
displayed out of doors on the 
premises of such store. 


+Except C if merchandise is sold or 
displayed out of doors on the 
premises of such store. 


(tAs amended on May 26, 1972, 
June 7, 1978, October 14, 1981, 
and July 15, 1988) 
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8-7, (37-38) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM igh ods 
EATING PLACES AND ENTERTAINMENT 


+37 Lunch room, restaurant, cafeteria 
or other place for the service or 
sale of food or drink for on- 
premises consumption, provided 
that there is no dancing nor enter 
tainment other than phonograph, 
radio and television, and that 
neither food nor drink is served to, 
or consumed by, persons while seated 
inémotorevenicleS @ yer eee: sw. Fates ears 


*Except C in L-2-65, B-3-65, 
B-6-90a, and B-8-120a. 


(As amended on August 12, 1971, 
February 10, 1972, June 7 and 
October 22, 1974, October 31, 
1980, and April 2, 1987) 


+37A The maintenance and operation of 

any amusement game machine ina 

private club, dormitory, fraternity 

or sorority house, or similar non- 

commercial establishment (other than 

as an accessory use described in 

UseltentNoecGa)aer senses. ca se ie ote 1c AX A C 
*Except C in B-3-65, B-6-90a, 
B-8-120a, B-8-120b, and M-8. 


(tAs inserted on June 2, 1983, 
and amended on April 2, 1987) 


+38 Place for sale and consumption of 
food and beverages (other than 
drive-in restaurant) providing 
dancing or entertainment or both; 
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8-7, (38A) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


theatre (including motion picture 
concert hall; dance hall; skating 

rink; bowling alley; pool room; 

billiard parior; other social, recre- 
ational or sports center conducted 

for profit; or any commercial estab- 
lishment maintaining and operating 
any amusement game machine (other 
than as an accessory use described 
in Use Item No. 86b or 86c); pro- 
vided that such establishment is 
customarily open to the public at 

large and does not exclude any minor 
by reason of age as a prevailing 

OL ACUCO Meee ee Mais 85 dy Oe oa is ee hon. 


*Ain B-1, B-2, B-4, B-8 and B-10; 
C in B-3-65, B-6-90a, B-8-120a, 
and B-8-120b. 


#A in M-1, M-2, M-4; C in M-8. 


(tAs amended on April 14, 1967, 
April 11 and September 27, 1973, 
November 27, 1974, October 31, 
1980, June 2, 1983, and April 2, 1987) 


$388A Any of the uses enumerated in 
Use Items 38 and 52 if such estab- 
lishment is customarily not open to 
the public generally but only to one 
or more classes of the public exclud- 
ing any minorby reasonofage ..... 


*Except A in an adult entertain- 
ment district. 


(As inserted on November 27, 
1974) 
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8-7, (39-39A) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 
OFFICE USES 


$39 Office of accountant, architect, 
attorney, dentist, physician, or 
other professional person, not 
accessory toamainuse ......... 


*Except F in H-2-65 and H-3-65; 
C in H-1, H-1-40, H-1-50, H-2, 
H-2-45 or H-3 only if it is 

within two hundred feet of an 
H-4, H-5, L, B, M, | or W 

district. 


+Except subject to Article 34, 
for a period of one year from its 
effective date. 


($As amended on February 17, 
1971, March 20, 1972, July 9, 
1973, October 19, 1978, 

February 28, 1979, October 31, 
1980, June 16, 1982, and April 29, 
1988) 


+39A Clinic not accessory to a main 
USO Piers soc settee ree an een et Rae 


*Provided that if in an H-1, 
H-1-40, H-1-50, H-2, H-2-45, 
H-2-65 or H-3 district, it is 
within two hundred feet of an 
H-3-65, H-4, H-5, L, B, M, - 
| or W district. 


tExcept C in L-2-65 and B-3-65. 
($As amended on October 19, 1978, 


February 28, 1979, October 31, 
1980, and June 16, 1982) 
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NO. 


40 


+41 


$42 


$43 


8-7, (40-43) 


District 


USE ITEM 


Real estate, insurance or other 
QOGUCVOUICO mer wrrre, State... sss 


*Except subject to Article 34, fora 
period of one year from its effective 
date. 


(tAs amended on April 29, 1988) 


Office building, post office, bank 
(other than drive-in bank) or similar 
Estab ISNMeh teens teehee cs 5's: 


*Except subject to Article 34, fora 
period of one year from its effective 
date. 


(tAs amended on November 30, 
1973, and April 29, 1988) 


Office or display or sales space 
of a wholesale, jobbing or distributing 
WOUSGie pigs eect e RRR so ast So oe 


*Provided that not more than twenty- 
five percent of gross floor area de- 
voted to this use is used for assembling, 
packaging and storing merchandise un- 
less after public notice and hearing 

and subject to the provisions of 
Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the Board 

of Appeal grants permission for a 
greater percentage to be so used. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967) 
SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Barber shop; beauty shop; shoe 
repair shop; self-service laundry; pick-up 
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8-7, (44-46) 


NO. 


44 


$45 


+46 


USE ITEM 


and delivery station of laundry 


or dry-cleaner; or similar use ........... 


#Except C if the hours during which 
such establishment is open to the 
public begin before 6 A.M. or 
extend beyond 12 midnight. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967, 
and June 7, 1978) 


Tailor shop; hand laundry; dry- 


CIGANING SNOD gnc n ee Aer tn ee 


*Provided that only nonflammable 
solvents are used for cleaning; 

and in L districts, provided also 
that not more than five persons 

at a time work in the establishment. 


Laundry plant; dry-cleaning plant; 


rug.cleaning plant.:.........<yunnneee 


(fAs amended on April 14, 1967) 


Caterer’s establishment; photographer’s 
studio; printing plant; taxidermist’s 


60 


District 
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8-7, (72A) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


or H district, there is space 

for no more than three vehicles 

for each dwelling unit, none of 
which shall be a commercial ve- 
hicle with a maximum load capacity 
of more than 1-1/2 tons, and not 
more than one of which shall be a 
commercial vehicle with a maximum 
load capacity of 1-1/2 tons or less. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967, 
September 27, 1973, September 2, 
1976, April 11, 1979, and June 18, 
1981) 


$72A As anaccessory use subject to 
the limitations and restrictions 
of Article 10, a swimming pool or 
tennis court not within a required 
{ONUVatO | el. ees Ae Oe... ee 


*Provided that it is more than 
four feet from every lot line, 
and in the case of a swimming 
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8-7, (73-74) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


pool, that it is protected by 

a six-foot-high fence with a 
gate which is locked from the 
outside, and that if the pool 
is within ten feet of a lot 

line, the fence is concealing 
to a height of at least six 
feet. 


(tAs inserted on April 14, 
1967, and amended on 
September 23, 1987) 


73 As an accessory use subject to 
the limitations and restric- 
tions of Article 10, an office, 
within a main building, of an 
accountant, architect, attorney, 
dentist, physician or other pro- 
fessional person who resides in 
SuUCKLDUNCING |. 2m. niet ee? 0%. 8.0 .' ot eee 


*Provided that nonresident 
assistants do not exceed: one 
in aS district, twoinaR 
district, and three in an H 
district. 


74 As an accessory use subject to 
the limitations and restrictions 
of Article 10, an occupation for 


86 


75 


USE ITEM 


profit customarily carried on in 
a dwelling unit by a person re- 
SIGINGIINGNGI mem eet seer ate, 


*Provided that such occupation 
is carried on in a main building 
and requires only equipment 
ordinarily incident to a dwel- 
ling unit, that no non-resident 
help is employed and that there 
is no trading in merchandise. 


As an accessory use subject to 
the limitations and restric- 
tions of Article 10, the keep- 
ing of horses, cows, goats or 
similar animals other than 


le. as gents ast eg airtel nce 


*Provided that every stable and 
enclosure is at least one hundred feet 
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District 


8-7, (75) 


3-7, (75) 


NO. 


USE ITEM 


from every residential building on 
another lot; and provided further 

that every stable and enclosure 
sheltering more than four such animals 
is at least one hundred feet from every 
lot on which there is a church, school 
playground, library, or public or 
eleemosynary institution unless that 
distance is intersected by a street at 
least sixty feet wide; and provided 

also in a S, R or H district, that no 
more than twenty-five animals at a 
time are kept on the lot and that 

every stable and enclosure is more 
than one hundred feet from the 
nearest street. 

A condition of this use shall be that 

if on another lot a residential building 
is erected within one hundred feet of 
a stable or enclosure, the use of such 
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Speci aP cae 


District 
megiegl = 


NO. 


82 


83 


USE ITEM 


no more than five persons are em- 


ployed in such manufacture, assembly 


and packaging. 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of Article 
10, a repair garage incident to auto 


SAlIGS ee. ME ee te on Oe ee eee 


*Providing that all washing, lubrica- 
ting and making of repairs is carried 
on inside a building, and that all 
noise, flashing, dust, fumes, gases, 
smoke and vapor are effectively 
confined to the lot. 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of 

Article 10, permanent dwellings for 
personnel required to reside on a lot 
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8-7, (82)-(83) 


8-7, (84-85) 


NO. 


$84 


$85 


District 


USE ITEM 


for the safe and proper operation 
of a lawful main use of such lot. ..... 


As an accessory use subject to 

the limitations and restrictions of 

Article 10, any nonresidential use 
lawfulinanldistrict ........... 


*Provided that such use is so 
carried on as not to be eithera 
hazard to the health or safety of 
persons on any adjacent lot ora 
nuisance. 


+Subject, in the case of an 
accessory Office, to Article 34, 
for a period of one year from 
its effective date. 


($As amended on April 29, 1988) 


As an accessory use subject to the 
limitations and restrictions of 
Article 10, any use ancillary to, 
and ordinarily incident to, a 

lawful mainUse*".7.".. 2... ee A* A*+ A*+ A* 


*Provided that such use is not a 
use specifically forbidden in such 
district; and provided further that 
any such use shall be subject to the 
same restrictions, conditions, limi 
tations, provisos and safeguards as 
the use to which it is accessory. 


+Except, in the case of an 
accessory office, subject to 
Article 34, for a period of one 
year from its effective date. 


($As amended on April 29, 1988) 
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8-7, (86) 


District 


NO. USE ITEM 


$86 Asan accessory use subject to 
the limitations and restrictions 
of Article 10, the maintenance 
and operation of not more than 
four amusement game machines: 


a. in aprivate club, dormi- 
tory, fraternity or 
sorority house, or similar 
noncommercialuse ......... 


“Except C in H-2-65, 
H-3-65, L-2-65, B-3-65, 
B-6-90a, and B-8-120a. 


b. inabar, tavern, or other 
commercial establishment 
where alcoholic beverages 
are sold andconsumed ....... 


*Except C in L-2-65, 
B-3-65, B-6-90a, and 
B-8-120a. 


c. inastore, self-service 
laundry, restaurant, or 
other commercial estab- 
lishment (other than a 
commercial establishment 
where alcoholic beverages 
are sold andconsumed) ....... 


*Except C in B-3-65, 
B-6-90a, B-8-120a, 
B-8-120b, and M-8. 


(t As inserted on June 2, 1983, 
and amended on April 2, 1987) 
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8-8 


+SECTION 8-8. Use Regulations of Urban Renewal Subdistricts. The 
use regulations of Section 8-7 shall apply to each of the Urban Renewal Sub- 
districts, with the following additions: 


(a) As an accessory use to housing developments, and subject to limitations 
and restrictions of Article 10, Section 10-1, business uses such as a 
food store, drug store, physician or dentist office, barber shop or res- 
taurant shall be permitted within the H-1U through H-5U districts, when 
such uses are intended primarily for the convenience of residents of 
such housing. 


(£As inserted on September 7, 1967) 
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ARTICLE 9 


NONCONFORMING USES 


SECTION 9-1. Extension of Nonconforming Uses and Re- 
construction arid Extension of Nonconforming Buildings. Whenever 
land is being lawfully used for a use not conforming to this code, 
other than stone quarrying, such use may be extended on the same 
lot or on an adjoining lot; provided that after public notice and 
hearing and subject to the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 
6-4, the Board of Appeal grants permission for such extension; 
and provided further that the use as extended shall not exceed by 
more than twenty-five percent either in volume or in area the 
nonconforming use existing on the effective date of this code or, 
in the case of a use made nonconforming by an amendment of 
this code, on the effective date of such amendment. 

Whenever a building or structure is being lawfully used for 
a use not conforming to this code, such building or structure 
may be reconstructed, structurally changed or extended; pro- 
vided that after public notice and hearing and subject to the 
provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the Board of Appeal 
grants permission for such reconstruction, structural change or 
extension; provided also that the building or structure as re- 
constructed, structurally changed or extended shall not exceed 
by more than twenty-five percent either in volume or in area 
the building or structure existing on the effective date of this 
code or, in the case of a building or structure made nonconforming 
by an amendment of this code, on the effective date of such 
amendment; and provided further that the aggregate amount 
expended for reconstructing, structurally changing or extending 
a nonconforming building or structure after the effective date 
of this code, or, in the case of a building or structure made 
nonconforming by an amendment to this code, after the effective 
date of such amendment, shall not exceed fifty percent of the 
physical value of the building or structure on the effective 
date of this code or such amendment as determined by the Board of 
Appeal from its reproduction cost less physical deterioration. Said 
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windows above the first story; or the lowest point of the roof surface, ex- 
cept in the case of a one-story building with a continuous horizontal 
parapet, the top of said parapet; (v) the area of the sign shall not exceed 
twenty-four square feet on either side, excepting that an additional ten 
square feet on each face is allowed for a sign which incorporates a 
public service message device such as a time and temperature sign; 

(vi) there are no exposed guy wires or turnbuckles. 


(As amended on April 11, 1973, July 9, 1973, November 30, 1973, 
and June 7, 1974) 


+(e) One free standing sign, except in a B-2, B-3-65, B-4, B-6-90a, B-6-90b, 
B-8, B-8-120a, B-8-120b, B-8-120c, or B-10 district, provided that such 
sign has no more than two faces and (i) if there is one use, as defined 
by Article 8, on the lot, the area of each face does not exceed sixty-five 
square feet and the top of such sign is no higher than twenty-five feet 
above grade; or (ii) if there are two or more such uses on the lot, the 
area of each face does not exceed one hundred twenty-five square feet 
and the top of such sign does not exceed thirty feet above grade; except- 
ing, however, that a lot with a street line or lines of two hundred or more 
feet may have two free standing signs, or a single sign which is two 
times the area otherwise permitted. 


(tAs amended on September 27, 1973, June 7, 1974, October 31, 
1980, and April 2, 1987) 


(f) Temporary signs pertaining to special sales or events 
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lasting more than fifteen days may be affixed to windows 
provided that their total area does not exceed thirty percent 
of the window. No permit is required for such temporary 
sign or signs. 


(g) Directional signs necessary for public safety and con- 
venience which do not exceed twelve square feet per face 
and which bear no advertising. Such signs are not counted 
in computing total sign area allowed by this section. 


(h) A sign painted on or attached to the face of, but not 
extending above, a canopy or marquee, or a sign attached 
to the underside of a canopy or marquee. 


(i) A sign painted on or attached to an awning. 


A sign may bear lettering to indicate the street number, the 
name and kind of business, service or facility conducted on the 
premises, the year the business was established, a slogan, hours of 
operation, time and temperature, and lettering which is part of a 
trade mark. 
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12-2 


other regulations in this code applying to the less restricted 
portion of the lot shall be considered as extending to so much 
of the remainder of the lot as is within thirty feet of said dis- 
trict boundary line, and the uses and other regulations so 
extended shall be deemed to be conforming so long as the land 
to which they are extended shall remain part of said lot. 


SECTION 12-2. Lots in Residential District Adjacent 
to Business or Industrial District. Where a lot ina Sor R 
district abuts the sideline of a lot in a L, B, M, lor W 
district, the part of such S or R lot within fifty feet of the 
district boundary may be used as if it were in the next less 
restricted residential zone, provided that the height, area, 
and yard restrictions of the district in which it is located 
are met. If after public notice and hearing and subject to 
the provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4 the Board of 
Appeal grants permission therefor, the part of any structure 
within such fifty feet may by used for professional offices, 
private clinics, insurance, institutional and real estate offices, 
and other semi-commercial uses, provided in all cases that 
the height, area, and yard regulations of the district in which 
such structure is located are met. 
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herpes) 


SECTION 12-3. Lots in Business or Industrial Districts Adjacent to 
Residential District. Where a lot in a business or industria! district abuts a lot in 
a residential district, the lot in the L, B, M, | or W district shall have along each 
line abutting a residential district a yard equal in width or depth to that required in 
the residential district. Where land on one side of a street between two intersect- 
ing streets is zoned partly as residential and partly as business or industrial, the 
front yard depth in so much of the L, B, M, | or W district as lies within one 
hundred feet (measured along the street line) from the boundary line dividing the 
two districts shall be equal to the front yard depth required by this code in the S, 
R or H district. 


ARTICLE 13 
DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 13-1. Dimensional Regulations. Minimum lot size, minimum lot 


area per dwelling unit, minimum lot width, maximum height of buildings, minimum 
usable open space per dwelling unit, minimum front yard depth, minimum side 
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yard width, minimum rear yard depth, minimum setback distance of parapet from 
any lot line, and maximum percent of rear yard occupied by accessory buildings 
for each class of use shall, subject to the provisions of this Article and Articles 14 
to 23 inclusive, be as specified in the following table: 
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13-2, 13-3, 13-4 


SECTION 13-2. Lot Area or Yards Required. In computing the area of a 
lot or the dimensions of the yards required for any building or use, there shall not 
be included any land which was used to meet the minimum area or minimum 
yard space required by law for any other building or use at the time of its erection 
or inception, and which would be required to meet the requirements of this code 
for such other building or use. This prohibition shall apply whether or not such 
land is still in the same ownership as when it was used as aforesaid. 


SECTION 13-3. Nonconformity as to Dimensional Requirements. A 
building or use existing on the effective date of this code and not conforming to 
the applicable dimensional requirements specified in other provisions of this Ar- 
ticle and Articles 14 to 23, inclusive, may nevertheless be altered or enlarged, 
provided that such nonconformity is not increased and that any enlargement itself 
conforms to such dimensional requirements. 


SECTION 13-4. Dwellings in Nonresidential Districts. Any dwelling in 
an L, B, M, I, or W district shall conform to the lot area, usable open space, and 
yard requirements for the nearest S, R or H district; provided, however, that any 
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13-5, 14-1, 14-2 


dwelling in a B-8 or B-10 district shall conform to the lot area, usable open space 
and yard requirements for the least restricted residence district. 


(As amended on April 14, 1967, and September 23, 1987) 


SECTION 13-5. (Inserted on September 7, 1967, and repealed on July 2, 
1968.) 


ARTICLE 14 
LOT SIZE, AREA AND WIDTH 


SECTION 14-1. Minimum Lot Size. Where a minimum lot size is specified 
in Table B of Section 13-1, no main building shall be erected, nor main use estab- 
lished, on any lot for which such size is specified, if such lot is of lesser size, ex- 
cept as provided in Section 14-6. (Illustrated in Appendix 2) 


+SECTION 14-2. Lot Area per Dwelling Unit, etc. Where a minimum lot 
area for each additional dwelling unit is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, the 
minimum lot area for the first dwelling unit on the lot shall be the minimum lot 


re 


14-3 


size; and the minimum additional lot area for each additional dwelling unit thereon 
shall be the minimum lot area for each additional dwelling unit specified in said 
Table B. For residential structures not divided into dwelling units, each two sleep- 
ing rooms for single or double occupancy and each four beds in sleeping rooms 
that contain beds for more than two persons shall be deemed to constitute one 
dwelling unit; provided that each two hospital beds shall be deemed to constitute 
one such unit; and further provided that a limited group care residence as defined 
in clause (22B) of Section 2-1 shall be deemed to constitute one dwelling unit for 
purposes of this article. For non-residential structures, and for structures where 
non-residential uses are combined with residential uses, each fifteen hundred 
square feet of gross floor space devoted to non-residential uses shall be deemed 
to constitute one dwelling unit. 


($As amended on August 10, 1979) 


SECTION 14-3. Lot Width. Where a minimum lot width is specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1, no main building shall be erected on that part of a lot 
where the lot width is less than that specified in said Table B, except as provided 
in Section 14-6. 


(fAs amended on April 14, 1967) 


118 


SECTION 15-5. Repealed on July 7, 1977. 


SECTION 15-6. Special Floor Area Ratio Provisions 
for Regulated Projects. In the case of a lot in a B-8 or a B-10 
district constituting part of a project under Chapter 121, or 
Chapter 121A, of the General Laws for the development or re- 
development of five or more acres of land, the floor area ratio 
may exceed the maximum floor area ratio specified in Table B of 
Section 13-1; provided that if so much of the district as con- 
stitutes part of such project is taken as one lot, the floor area 
ratio does not exceed such maximum. 
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16-1, 16-2, 16-3 


ARTICLE 16 
HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS 


+SECTION 16-1. Maximum Height of Buildings. Where a maximum 
height of buildings is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, or in a second numeri- 
cal suffix in the designation of subdistrict as provided in Section 3-1A(i), no build- 
ing or part of a building in a district, and devoted to a use, specified, shall exceed 
the number of stories or feet in height so specified except as provided in Sec- 
tions 16-2 and 16-3. 


(As amended on June 24, 1985) 


SECTION 16-2. Exceptions. The provisions of Section 16-1 shall not 
apply to belfries, cupolas, domes, monuments, church spires, water towers, ob- 
servation towers, radio towers, transmission towers, windmills, chimneys, smoke- 
stacks, silos, derricks, conveyors, masts, flag poles, aerials, elevator 
headhouses, water tanks, monitors, signs or other structures normally built above 
the roof and not devoted to human occupancy, but such structures shall be 
erected only to such heights, and cover only such areas, as are necessary to ac- 
complish the purpose they are intended to serve. 


+SECTION 16-3. Exceptions Adjoining Nonconforming Structures. 
Wherever, other than in an H-2-45, H-3-65, B-3-65, B-6-90a, B-6-90b, B-8-120a, 
or B-8-120c district, a legally existing structure not excepted under Section 16-2 
exceeds the height limit specified in Table B of Section 13-1 on a lot in the same 
district as, and adjoining, the lot on which such legally existing structure is located 
a structure may be built to a height greater than said height limit, but shall not 
project above a line drawn between the highest point of said legally existing struc- 
ture and any point at the height limit whose distance from said highest point is 
three times the height of said highest point above the height limit. 


(¢As amended on October 31, 1980, June 16, 1982, and April 2, 1987) 
(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 
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16-4, 16-5, 16-6 


SECTION 16-4. Height of Buildings in H-1-40 and H-1-50 Districts. 
The Board of Appeal may, after public notice and hearing and subject to the 
provisions of Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, grant permission for a building to exceed 
the maximum height specified for H-1-40 and H-1-50 districts by Table B of Sec- 
tion 13-1, provided that said Board of Appeal finds that such height will not have 
a detrimental effect on the neighborhood and that the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority has recommended approval. 


(As inserted on March 20, 1972, and amended on February 28, 1979) 


SECTION 16-5. (Inserted on September 27, 1973, and deleted on April 2, 
1987.) 


+SECTION 16-6. Height of Structures within One Hundred Feet of 
Streets that Bound Boston Common or the Public Garden. Any building or 
portion thereof within one hundred feet of the nearest street line of any street 
described below shall not exceed the height specified for such street as follows: 


a. Park Street: 65 feet maximum height. 


b. Tremont Street from Hamilton Place to West Street: 125 feet maximum 
height. 


c. Tremont Street from West Street to Boylston Street: 155 feet maximum 
height. 


d. Boylston Street from Tamworth Street to Park Square: 130 feet maxi- 
mum height. 


e. Boylston Street from Park Square to the westerly sideline of Hadassah 
Way, to a depth of 75 feet from Boylston Street: 130 feet maximum 
height; beyond said depth of 75 feet: 155 feet maximum height. 


f. South side of Boylston Street from the westerly sideline of Hadassah 
Way to a point 100 feet west of Arlington Street, to a depth of 50 feet 
from Boylston Street: 85 feet maximum height; beyond said depth of 50 
feet: 130 feet maximum height; except that such requirement in a B-8- 
120c district shall be subject to the provisions of Article 6A. 
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g. Arlington Street from Newbury Street to Commonwealth Avenue: 
155 feet maximum height at parapet line; height to top of roof may be 
185 feet, provided that the portion of the building above 155 feet is set 
back a minimum of 20 feet from any parapet line facing a street more 
than 25 feet wide. 


($As inserted on July 7, 1977, and amended on April 2, 1987) 


+SECTION 16-7. Increase In Height of pre-Code Structures in H-3-65 
and B-3-65 Districts. In an H-3-65 or B-3-65 district, the height of a structure ex- 
isting on December 31, 1964, shall not be increased by more than one story nor 
more than 10 feet above its pre-Code height, nor shall the total height of such 
structure exceed the height limit specified in Table B of Section 13-1. Such addi- 
tional story and all mechanical equipment shall be set back from the tops of the 
front and rear walls of the story below it by one-half foot for each foot in height 
above said tops of front and rear walls. 


(tAs inserted on October 31, 1980, and amended on June 18 and 
August 20, 1981) 


SECTION 16-8. Restricted Roof Structure Districts. In a restricted roof 
structure district, no roofed structure designed or used for human occupancy, ac- 
cess (except as allowed in following paragraph), or storage shall be erected or en- 
larged on the roof of an existing building if such construction relocates or alters 
the profile and/or configuration of the roof or mansard, unless after public notice 
and hearing and subject to Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the Board of Appeal grants 
a conditional use therefor. 


An open roof deck may be erected on the main roof of a building with a flat 
roof or aroof with a slope of less than five degrees providing that (a) such deck is 
less than one foot above the highest point of such roof; (b) the total height of the 
building, including such deck, does not exceed the maximum height specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1 or specified on the zoning maps, the Zoning Districts City 
of Boston, as they may be amended from time to time; and (c) access is by roof 
hatch or bulkhead no more than thirty inches in height above such deck unless, 
after public notice and hearing and subject to Sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4, the 
Board of Appeal grants permission for a stairway headhouse; and (d) an appur- 
tenant hand rail, balustrade, hatch or bulkhead is set back horizontally, one foot 
for each foot of height of such appurtenant structure, from a roof edge that faces 
a street more than twenty feet wide. 
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In the restricted roof structure districts mapped in the South End, Bay Village 
and along St. Botolph Street, the above restrictions shall apply only to residential 
structures or to structures originally built for residential use. In reaching its 
decision, the Board of Appeal shall consider whether such roof structure has the 
potential of damaging the uniformity of height or architectural character of the im- 
mediate vicinity. 


In the restricted roof structure district mapped in the North End, the above 
restrictions shall apply to all buildings. The height of any building existing as of 
the effective date of this regulation shall determine the allowed height on that site 
subsequent to total or partial demolition or destruction of said building. Any 
proposed construction on the site that would exceed the prior height would re- 
quire Board of Appeal approval, and would be subject to the restricted roof struc- 
ture district regulations and any height limits in place in the district. In making its 
decision, the Board of Appeal shall consider whether such roof structure has the 
potential for significantly restricting light and air flow to adjacent structures and 
significantly blocking views from roofs. 


(£As inserted June 18, 1981, and amended August 20, 1981, and June 24, 
1985) 


+SECTION 16-9. Exceptions In B-8-120c District bounded by Blagden 
Street, Exeter Street, and Huntington Avenue. In the B-8-120c district 
bounded by Blagden Street, Exeter Street, and Huntington Avenue, the height of 
a building may exceed 120 feet, provided that (1) such height does not exceed 
200 feet, excluding mechanical equipment and the roof or other structures enclos- 
ing such equipment; (2) the gross floor area of the building does not exceed the 
maximum floor area ratio of 8; (3) at least seventy-five percent (75%) of the gross 
floor area of the building is devoted to residential use under Use Item No. 7 
together with any use lawfully accessory or ancillary to such residential use under 
the provisions of Table A of Section 8-7 excepting floor areas for off-street park- 
ing; and (4) any such building is subject to design review approval of the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority; said design review to require off-street parking in the 
amount of 1.75 (one point seven five) spaces per residential unit and 1 (one) 
space per 1,000 square feet of commercial space. 


(As inserted on June 17, 1987) 
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ARTICLE 17 


OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENT FOR RESIDENCES 


tSECTION 17-1. Minimum Usable Open Space. Where a 
minimum usable open space per dwelling unit is specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1, there shall be allotted and maintained 
for lawful outdoor uses other than off-street parking on every 
lot within the district, and devoted to the use, specified, 
for each dwelling unit intended for family occupancy the minimum 
usable open space so specified, except that in H-2-65, H-3-65, 
H-3, H-4 and H-5 districts all or part of this requirement may be 
met by suitably designed and accessible space on balconies of 
main buildings or on the roofs of wings of main buildings or on 
the roofs of accessory buildings. So much of the front, side 
and rear yards required by this code for the lot as is not devoted 
to an accessory building or off-street parking or driveway 
purposes shail be included in computing usable open space for 
the purposes of this article. 


(t{As amended on February 17, 1971, July 9, 1973, and October 31, 
1980) 


SECTION 17-2. Exception for Residential Structures Designed 
for Transient Occupancy. The provisions of Section 17-1 shall not 
apply to hotels, motels, hospitals, dormitories or other residential 
structures intended and designed primarily for transient occupancy. 
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ARTICLE 18 
FRONT YARDS 


+SECTION 18-1. Front Yard Requirements. Where a minimum depth of 
front yard is specified in Table B of Section 13-1, so much of every lot within the 
district specified, and devoted to the use specified, as lies between the street line 
(or, in the case of a rear lot, the rear line of the lot to the rear of which such rear 
lot is located) and a line inside the lot parallel to, and such minimum depth (or, in 
the case of lots to which Section 18-2 applies, the distance described therein) 
from, the street line (or, in the case of a rear lot, such rear line) is hereby required 
as a front yard within which no planting other than shade trees shall be main- 
tained more than five feet above the average natural grade in such front yard and 
within which no structure shall be erected except fences and walls not over five 
feet in height above said average natural grade in such front yard and except 
also steps, terraces, open porches without roofs, and the like if not extending 
more than three feet above the floor of the first story, and except also signs that 
conform with Article 11. In a required front yard in an L or B district, no plaza, ter- 
race or public access to a basement (other than required by the State Building 
Code) shall be below the grade of the nearest sidewalk unless, after public notice 
and hearing and subject to the provisions of Article 6, the Board of Appeal grants 
a permit therefor. See also Section 22-2A. 


({As amended on February 20, 1970, February 17, 1971, by two amena- 
ments July 9, 1973, September 27, 1973, October 22, 1974, and February 
14 and April 11, 1979) 


tSECTION 18-2. Conformity with Existing Building Alignment. If at any 
time in the same block as a lot required by Section 13-1 or 13-4 to have a front 
yard there exist two or more buildings fronting on the same side of the same 
street as such lot, instead of the minimum depth specified in Table B of Section 
13-1, the minimum depth of the front yard shall be the modal front yard depth, 
i.e., the distance between the street line and the face of the building which, as 
measured by lot widths along said street line, occurs most frequently. The 
method for making this calculation shall be as follows: 


1. For each developed lot on the same side of the same street the dis- 
tance between the street line and the nearest building is measured. 
The measurement is rounded off to the nearest half foot if the said build- 
ings are attached and to the nearest foot if the said buildings are 
detached. The width of each lot is then measured. These measure- 
ment may be scaled off from a reliable plan or map. 


2. The widths of all lots with the same front yard depth are added up, 
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any part of a side lot line on which a building on the adjoining 

lot abuts between the rear yard required by this code and said 

line seventy feet in the rear of the front yard so required. When 
a side yard is required in an H district, in no event need such 

yard be wider than twenty feet. 


(fAs amended on April 14, 1967) 


+SECTION 19-5. Side Yards in L, B, M, | and W Districts. 
In L, B, M, | and W districts, no side yard is required except in 
the case of (a) a lot used for dwelling purposes, which shall have 
side yards as prescribed by Section 13-4, and (b) a lot with a 
side lot line abutting a S, R or H district, which shall have side 
yards as if it were in such abutting district. See also Section 
22-2A. 


({As amended on February 14, 1979) 
SECTION 19-6. Special Provisions for Corner Lots. 


(a) The front yard and front setback requirements of this code, 
and not the side yard requirements of this Article, shall apply to 
that part of a side lot line which is also a street line extending 
more than one hundred feet from the intersection of such line with 
another street. 


+(b) In any H district with the exception of an H-3-65 


district, the width of the side yard along a side lot line of 
a lot which is also a street line shall be one half the front 
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yard depth required by this code for the lot; and in all other districts, except B-3- 
65, B-6-90a, B-8-120a, and B-8-120b districts or unless no side yard is required, 
such width shall be one fifth of the width of the lot measured at the front yard line 
but not less than the side yard width specified for the lot in Table B of Section 13- 
1, except that such width need not be greater than the front yard depth required 
by this code for the lot; provided, however, that if in any district a side lot line of a 
lot is also a street line and the rear lot line of such lot is the side lot line of a lot 
fronting on such street, the front yard requirements of this code applicable to 
such adjoining lot shall apply along so much of the side lot line of the lot as lies 
within thirty feet of the side lot line of the adjoining lot. 


($As amended on July 9, 1973, September 27, 1973, October 31, 1980, 
and April 2, 1987) 
(Illustrated in Appendix 2) 


$(c) In H-3-65, B-3-65, B-6-90a, B-8-120a, and B-8-120b districts, regard- 
less of the orientation of a building on a corner lot the minimum depth of yards 
abutting the east-west streets is 20 feet and no yards are required on north-south 
streets. 


($As inserted on July 9, 1973, and amended on September 27, 1973, Oc- 
tober 31, 1980, and April 2, 1987) 
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SECTION 21-3. Setback Where Parapet Not Parallel to Lot Line. 


(a) If the lot line to which a parapet is most nearly parallel is a front lot line, 
and if the average distance between such parapet and such lot line is no less 
than the setback otherwise required by this Article, and if the distance between 
such parapet’and such lot line is at no point less than three fourths of the setback 
so otherwise required, the requirements of this Article shall be deemed to be met. 


(b) If the lot line to which a parapet is most nearly parallel is a side lot line, 
and if the average distance between such parapet and such lot line is no less 
than the setback otherwise required by this Article, and if the distance between 
such parapet and such lot line is at no point less, in the case of a side lot line 
which is not also a street line, than three fourths of the setback otherwise re- 
quired by this Article and, in the case of a side lot line which is also a street line, 
than one half of the setback so required, the requirements of this Article shall be 
deemed to be met. 
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(c) If the lot line to which a parapet is more nearly parallel 
is a rear lot line, and if the average distance between such 
parapet and such lot line is no less than the setback otherwise 
required by this Article, and if the distance between such 
parapet and such lot line is at no point less, in the case of a 
rear lot line which is not also a street line, than three fourths 
of the setback otherwise required by this Article and, in the 
case of a rear lot line which is also a street line, than one- 
half of the setback so required, the requirements of this Article 
shall be deemed to be met. 


(d) The word “‘parapet’’, as used in this section, shall be 
construed as though followed by the words ‘‘cornice, eaves or 
other feature topping or overhanging a wall or the face of a 
wall without such a feature’’. 


SECTION 21-4. Two or More Main Buildings on One 
Lot. In the case of a lot with two or more main buildings, every 
lot line which is also a street line shall be deemed a front lot 
line for the purposes of this Article. 


SECTION 21-5. Special Setback Provisions for Regulated 
Projects. The provisions of this Article shall not apply to so 
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ARTICLE 21 
SETBACKS 


SECTION 21-1. Setback Requirements. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Article, where a minimum setback of parapet from lot line is specified in 
Table B of Section 13-1, neither the top line of the face of any wall of a structure 
within the district, and devoted to the use, specified, nor any cornice, eaves, 
parapet or other feature topping or overhanging such wall shall be closer to any 
lot line to which it is parallel or most nearly parallel than the distance specified in 
said Table B or, if such lot line abuts on a public open space or on one of two or 
more contiguous public open spaces, such distance minus whichever of the fol- 
lowing is the lesser: (1) one half of the width of such open space or spaces, or 
(2) fifty feet. 


SECTION 21-2. Exceptions. 


+(a) No setback is required in any event below whichever of the following is 
the lower: (1) the combined height of the first and any second story above the 
grade from which the height of the building is measured, or (2) twenty-five feet. 


(As amended on September 23, 1987) 


+(b) Subject to the provisions of Section 19-6, no setback from side lot lines 
or from side street lines of corner lots is required: 


Where Maximum Floor 


Below a Area Ratio Specified in 
Height of Table B is: 

40 ft. 1.0 

60 ft. 2:0 

70 ft. 3.0 

80 ft. 4.0 

90 ft. 5.0 

90 ft.t 6.0 

Re pear 8.0 

120 ft. 10.0 


tExcept that in B-6-90a, B-6-90b, B-8-120a, and B-8-120c districts, no set 
back from a side lot line is required. 


(tAs amended on September 27, 1973, and April 2, 1987) 
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(c) In the case of a lot in a district where no side yard is required by this code, if 
there is on either or both sides of such lot a lot with a building not conforming to 
the setback from side lot lines required by this code, no setback from side lot 
lines is required below a height midway between the height specified in 
paragraph (b) of this section and the height of the nonconforming building or, if 


there is a nonconforming building on each side, the average height of the noncon- 
forming buildings. 


$(d) In certain blocks in the Back Bay, there are exceptional setback require- 
ments as follows: 


South side of Boylston Street 


Arlington Street to A minimum of fifteen feet 

Berkeley Street from the front building line, 
except applicable only above 
a height of ninety feet. 

Block bounded by Blagden As required in this Article 

Street, Exeter Street, and Table B of Section 13-1, 

and Huntington Avenue except applicable only above 

a height of ninety feet. 


Both sides of Boylston Street 


Copley Square, between A minimum of fifteen feet 


Clarendon Street and from the front building line, 
Exeter Street except applicable only above a 


height of sixty-five feet. 
North side of Boylston Street 


Fairfield Street to A minimum of fifteen feet 

Massachusetts Avenue from the rear building line, 
except applicable only above a 
height of ninety feet. 


Except as specifically set forth above, all setbacks in the blocks listed above 
shall be as otherwise required in this Article and in Table B of Section 13-1. All 
setback requirements in a B-6-90a, B-6-90b, B-8-120a, or B-8-120c district are 
subject to the provisions of Article 6A. 


($As inserted on April 2, 1987) 
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FARTICLE 27 


INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(tArticle inserted on November 23, 1984) 


SECTION 27-1. Statement of Purpose. 


The Commission finds that: 


il; 


The attributes of an evolving city make it necessary from 
time to time to consider rezoning of an area; 


. it is usually desirable to precede a contemplated rezoning 


of an area with a comprehensive planning study; 


. a reasonable period of time is required to complete such 


comprehensive planning study, given the need to assemble 
and consider adequately the necessary economic, social, 
physical and other information, and to hold public hearings 
and otherwise involve the public in the planning process; 


. the preparation, drafting, and adoption of a proposed rezon- 


ing may take a significant period of time to complete; 


. in the time period during which the comprehensive planning 


study and contemplated rezoning are prepared, it is essen- 
tial to protect the area under review from unwise develop- 
ment that would frustrate the ultimate goals of the com- 
prehensive planning process and contemplated rezoning; 


. the use of interim zoning measures to protect the integrity 


of an area pending completion of a comprehensive planning 
study and preparation of a rezoning proposal is a commonly 
used technique around the country. 
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Therefore, under the authority of Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956 and Chap- 
ter 652 of the Acts of 1960 this article is established. 


+SECTION 27-2. Basic Regulations. 


it 


An Interim Planning Overlay District shall be established through text 
and map amendment to the Zoning Code and zoning maps. 


An Interim Planning Overlay District may operate to suspend all or a por- 
tion of the existing underlying zoning of an area for the period during 
which the Interim Planning Overlay District shall be in effect. 


An Interim Planning Overlay District shall be adopted for a specified time 
period, not to exceed two years. 


An Interim Planning Overlay District itself may be divided into sub- 
districts. 


An Interim Planning Overlay District may be extended, amended or 
repealed, at any time prior to expiration of the specified time period, only 
by approval of the Zoning Commission after petition, public notice and 
hearing. Upon expiration of the specified time period, the Interim Plan- 
ning Overlay District shall automatically dissolve. 


An Interim Planning Overlay District may employ an Interim Planning 
Permit procedure to govern any or all areas of the Interim Planning Over- 
lay District. The Interim Planning Permit system is described in Section 
27-3. 


(As amended on September 23, 1987) 
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Note: Copies of the Text Amendments inserting the following interim ar- 
ticles can be obtained from the office of the Boston Zoning Commission, City 
Hall, 9th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02201 (617-722-4300). 


FARTICLE 27A 
PORT NORFOLK INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(fInserted on September 3, 1985, extended on December 5, 1986, Septem- 
ber 23, 1987, and April 29, 1988. Expired on July 3, 1988.) 


tARTICLE 27B 
BOYLSTON STREET INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(FInserted on April 3, 1986; amended on May 23, 1986. Expired on April 2, 1987.) 


tARTICLE 27C 
HARBORPARK INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(tInserted on March 16, 1987.) 


FARTICLE 27D 
DOWNTOWN INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(tInserted on September 25, 1987.) 


FARTICLE 27E 
ROXBURY INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(tlnserted on August 18, 1987.) 


FARTICLE 27F 
ALLSTON-BRIGHTON INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(tInserted on August 18, 1987.) 


FARTICLE 27G 
EAST BOSTON INTERIM PLANNING OVERLAY DISTRICT 


(tlnserted on June 6, 1988.) 
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